
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
Master of Education (MA) + Educational Specialist (EdS)

Program Overview

The Educational Specialist in School Psychology program (EdS), 

offered by Pacific’s Benerd College, is a graduate-level degree 

and credential program designed to prepare students for a 

rewarding career as a school psychologist. Typically students 

begin the EdS program by completing the MA in Counseling 

Psychology, which provides a foundation in counseling skills for 

those who wish to enter mental health fields. During the EdS 

program students work towards a California Pupil Personnel 

Services: School Psychology Credential that will allow them to 

apply their interdisciplinary skill-set to evaluate the effectiveness 

of academic programs, assess students' learning abilities 

and partner with educators, parents, and other mental health 

professionals to help students reach their full potential. 

The program requires two years of full-time coursework and 

culminates in an additional third-year internship. The program 

is approved by the National Association of School Psychologists 

(with conditions) and all graduates are automatically eligible for 

the National Certificate in School Psychology and California Pupil 

Personnel Services: School Psychology Credential.
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Curriculum

Benerd College offers advanced education curriculum that emphasizes applied 

research, experiential learning and close professional mentorship. The EdS program 

provides flexible and personalized education—whether online or in the classroom—

led by faculty and features small class sizes, a trademark of a Pacific education. 

As soon as students start the program they begin field work and gain real-world 

professional skills and knowledge. Students also by complete a final culminating field 

experience and capstone project.

Fieldwork

Students working towards their Educational Specialist degree complete fieldwork in 

a school setting to practice the skills they learn in the classroom. Typically, students 

participate in this fieldwork experience one day per week during their first year in the 

program (while completing the MA) and two days per week during their second year in 

the program (while completing their EdS). The third year of the program is a full-time 

internship which is often paid. 

Faculty

Graduate students in the EdS program benefit from close working relationships with 

dedicated and passionate professors. Our distinguished faculty members are firmly 

engaged in the local education community and provide students with exceptional 

opportunities for experiential learning.

Tuition, Scholarships, and Financing 

The special Benerd College graduate tuition rate for the 2019-20 academic year is 

$1,053 per unit plus applicable fees. Benerd College graduate students automatically 

receive a 31% tuition discount, which is built into the special tuition rate. Benerd also 

offers additional competitive scholarships, funded by donors to the school.

Graduate students who are U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens may apply for federal 

student loans. Please contact our Office of Financial Aid for more information about 

financing options. 

*If you will not have an MA degree before entering the program, please apply to the MA 

in Education with a concentration on Counseling Psychology with a Summer III start.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

The admission process involves a 

holistic review of each applicant’s 

background and experiences. The 

following are required for admission 

through our application in GradCAS 

(gradcas.liaisoncas.com):

Bachelor’s Degree

Official transcripts

Resume

Personal statement

Three letters of recommendation

Interview with program faculty 

For international students, the Test of English as a 

Foreign Language (TOEFL) or International English 

Language Testing System (IELTS) is required.

For more information, please visit:     

     go.Pacific.edu/EdS

OUTCOMES

Students will demonstrate competence 

in the application of principles of 

human development to design effective 

interventions and provide instructional 

support to develop academic skills 

as well as mental health services to 

develop social and life skills. 

The Educational and School Psychology program is 
remarkably unique in the fact that as students we are 
expected to complete fieldwork beginning in our first 
year of the program. We are exposed to the field of school 
psychology for two or three years (depending on the 
degree you're completing) before we are expected to go on 
internship. I know this sets us apart from other programs 
in our field and it is one of the reasons I love it here!

Amy Burns
EdS
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