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Welcome to the 2019–20 edition of The Rock. As we go to press, 
our world is being turned upside down through the havoc created by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The School of Engineering and Computer 
Science and the university have moved quickly to adapt to changing 
conditions in our community and the world. I am amazed at how our 
faculty and staff have mobilized to maintain our focus on educating 
and supporting students while still placing health and safety as top 
priorities. Equally impressive has been the response of our students. 
Faced with a crisis that has profoundly altered their lives, they have 
responded with the creativity, “grit” and drive that have been the 
hallmarks of SOECS students for generations.  

Some of the ways we have responded:

• All 137 SOECS courses were transitioned during spring break 
to be taught remotely. University instructional designers 
worked with faculty to quickly convert course materials to 
online delivery. SOECS faculty also creatively modified labs for 
students studying remotely.  

• Students are completing senior projects by creating virtual 
teams and using video conferencing to conduct meetings with 
their faculty advisors. The senior teams will soon deliver virtual 
presentations of their projects to departmental faculty and 
industry advisory board members.    

• Advising and registration for the summer and fall semesters 
has commenced, faculty are holding videoconference advising 
meetings with their students and our tutoring center has pivoted 
to provide remote academic support services.    

• We have moved to virtual events and meetings to continue our 
important end-of-year activities, including plans to recognize 
graduating seniors.   

While it has been a challenging semester at Pacific, we remain 
excited about what the future holds. I am confident that we will 
emerge from this historic time stronger than ever.

This edition highlights CO-OP, our signature experiential learning 
cooperative education program that has thrived for decades. We 
honor the 50th anniversary of CO-OP and the legacy of Emeritus 
Dean Robert Heyborne, who launched our first CO-OP in 1969. 
Thousands of our graduates have begun successful careers through 
the real-world and hands-on engineering experience gained as a  
CO-OP student.  

Thank you for taking this journey with us. For all of your support and 
all you do for our students, I am grateful.

With best regards,

Steven Howell, PhD  
Dean, School of Engineering and Computer Science

FROM THE DEAN
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AWARDS OF DISTINCTION

Mohammad Alshaiji 
Distinguished Alumnus Award

An award to honor a School of Engineering and Computer 
Science alumnus who’s achieved great success in their 
career and service to industry, the community and Pacific 

Mohammad Alshaiji earned his bachelor’s degree in computer 
science from Pacific in 1989. He went on to receive two master’s 
degrees, an MBA from the Maastricht School of Management 
in Holland in 2009 and a Master of Science in computer 
science from Pacific in 2013. He later completed his PhD in 
business administration in 2018 from the Maastricht School of 
Management and is currently finishing his doctoral program in 
education at Pacific. Born in Kuwait, Alshaiji worked for Kuwait 
Petroleum Company for 25 years in the IT, career development 
and quality assurance departments. After his retirement from 
the Kuwait National Petroleum company, he started his own 
human resources training management software company, 
DanaNet. Alshaiji was a founding member of Pacific’s Gulf 
Regional Alumni Club, an active organization with over 130 
engineering and computer science alumni from the Persian 
Gulf states. He is passionate about Pacific and actively works 
to recruit students from Kuwait to attend the university.

Rich Goldberg  
Distinguished Service Award

An award to honor someone who has been actively supporting the 
School of Engineering and Computer Science regardless of if they 
are alumni or not

Dr. Rich Goldberg has been an active member of the School of 
Engineering and Computer Science’s Dean’s Council for over 
seven years and has a long and distinguished career as a senior 
business executive with Cisco Systems and AT&T. Using his track 
record of assembling and directing teams of talented individuals, 
Goldberg started a consulting practice focusing on inclusion, 
diversity and quality improvement. Most recently, Goldberg was 
an inaugural fellow in the Distinguished Careers Institute (DCI) 
at Stanford University. His focus at Stanford has been with the 
Clayman Institute for Gender Research on the topic of engaging 
men in the transformation of workplaces and leveraging his 
passion at Cisco as the co-lead of Cisco Men for Inclusion. As an 
advisory fellow, he now works on improving and expanding DCI 
programs and reach in the corporate and academic sectors. At 
Pacific, Goldberg has continued to be an active supporter of the 
university’s initiative to increase gender equity in engineering and 
computer science.

JOIN US  
As of April 2020, the School of Engineering and Computer Science 
has raised over $5 million toward its $8 million campaign goal. 

Leading with Purpose Campaign 
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The School of Engineering and Computer 
Science is pleased to announce that 
Dan Mackeben has been selected as its 
assistant dean for development.  
He will work closely with faculty and staff 
to advance the Leading with Purpose 
campaign’s fundraising priorities for SOECS.

Mackeben grew up in the small town of 
Stockton, Illinois, where his mother and 
father still live. His father worked in an auto 
factory in Stockton for over 40 years and his 
mother was a beautician for 50 years with a 
small shop in her home. 

He is a graduate of Illinois State University 
and earned his MEd from Colorado State 
University and EdD from University of San 
Francisco. Mackeben is very familiar with 

Northern California— he was the director 
of alumni relations at Menlo College and 
served on the student affairs staff at 
San Francisco State University. While at 
San Francisco State, he would often visit 
Pacific’s Stockton Campus for conferences.

“Pacific struck me as a warm and welcoming 
community with, of course, a gorgeous 
campus,” he said. “All those impressions 
from years ago stayed the same when I 
arrived in February.”

Mackeben most recently served as the 
assistant vice president of philanthropy at 
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital. 
Prior to Georgetown, Mackeben served 
as chief development officer for American 
University’s School of Public Affairs and as 

director of external relations for the School 
of Management at George Mason University. 

In his new role as assistant dean for 
development in SOECS, Mackeben 
especially wants to make a difference for 
students. 

“It’s such an honor to work in development 
because it provides opportunities to make 
a difference in the dreams and goals of 
students, while also helping fulfill the 
wishes of donors who want to have an 
impact,” he said. “I look forward to working 
with Dean Howell and the SOECS community 
to help advance the amazing work of our 
faculty, students and programs.” 

Meet Assistant Dean  
for Development  

Dan Mackeben

The School of Engineering and 

Computer Science’s new assistant 

dean for development brings forth 

the knowledge needed to coordinate 

campaign fundraising priorities.

Campaign gifts for scholarship and program support 
also may be matched dollar to dollar thanks to 
the “Powell Match Program,” made possible by the 
generosity of the late Robert C. and Jeannette Powell.  

$5M $8M 
GOAL

To learn more about the campaign and 
opportunities to make a gift, please contact: 

Dan Mackeben 
dmackeben@pacific.edu 
202.946.2643 
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SOECS IN PHOTOS

Commencement  
A very special moment from our 2019 
commencement! Arthur A. Dugoni, dean 
emeritus of the Arthur A. Dugoni School of 
Dentistry, hoods his grandson Jack Dugoni. 
So proud of our Pacific legacy.

Second Annual PIES  
Students, faculty and alumni demonstrated that the 
spirit of innovation is alive and well at Pacific during 
the Pacific Innovation and Entrepreneurship Summit 
(PIES) in April 2019. Jamie Lynn Culilap ’19 (right) 
demonstrates her Artificial Intelligence project for an 
event attendee. 

Pledge of Professionalism 2019 
Each year, the School of Engineering and Computer Science hosts the Pledge 
of Professionalism, symbolizing graduating seniors’ transition from student 
life to professional life. Naomi Nunis ’19, ’21 (left) receives her Pledge of the 
Computing Professional pin from Associate Dean Mike Doherty (right) as a 
symbol of her ethical commitment to the computing profession. 

MESA Engineering Program (MEP) Recognition Ceremony  
MEP recognized graduating students at the Vereschagin Alumni House at 
University of the Pacific in Stockton. April 19, 2019.
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Senior Project Day 2019  
Pacific seniors showcase and demonstrate what they’ve learned 
in the classroom with design projects that are presented before a 
panel of alumni and industry experts. 

Graduate Awards Banquet 2019  
Dr. Chi-Wook Lee presents (L-R) the Academic Excellence Award 
to Avi Graber, the Outstanding Graduates Awards to Craig Austin 
Lim Chavez and Megan Waller, and the Scholar Athlete Award to 
Nathan Verlin. 

CO-OP Career Fair  

The 2019 bi-annual CO-OP Career Fair brought 42 employers 
and over 160 students and alumni to campus. The event proved 
to be a continued success, providing SOECS students with work 
opportunities before graduation. 



CLARISSA FRANKE ’19, remembers 
touring Pacific while her brother, 
Cameron Franke ’17, was completing his 
undergraduate degree in computer science. 

“I loved how engaged the faculty were.  
It really felt like a school where you were 
more than just a number.” 

What sold her on Pacific was the CO-OP 
program. “The amount of individualized 
attention and experience that each student 
gets from it is amazing. While many private 
colleges have small class sizes and 
student-focused faculty, there is no other 
school on the West Coast that offers a 
program like this.”

Computer science majors aren’t required to 
participate in a CO-OP. However, many still 
do because the program strengthens and 
reinforces their academic knowledge while 
providing hands-on industry experience 
and programming skills. Students practice 
and grow their engineering and computer 
science capabilities while learning the soft 
skills they need to thrive in a corporate 
environment. Prior to going on their  
CO-OP, students are provided with expert 
help in ENG 25: Professional Practice, a 
professional and career development course 
instructed by Professor Irene Camy.

“I wouldn’t have gotten my CO-OP with Intel 
if it weren’t for the ENG 25 class. Professor 
Camy made the process as bearable and 
stress-free as it could be,” Franke said. It 
was there that Franke honed her interviewing 
skills and learned to tailor her resume to 
attract employers in the tech industry. 

At Intel, Franke was recognized for her 
technical expertise and positive attitude. 
In her first week, she jumped into project 
testing a software bridge for two internal 
websites and presented a global training 
for it four weeks later. She served as the 
lead application engineer for Intel Optane 
Memory, and later the application engineer 
for all Japanese customers. In addition 
to issue resolution, her projects included 
demo system development for trade shows, 
presentations of technical design reviews to 
customers, continuing to provide additional 
trainings and developing a performance test 
for adapters that could result in more than 
$100 million in annual sales.

In May 2019, Camy awarded Franke the 
Outstanding CO-OP Award at the Graduate 
Awards Banquet. “It was exciting and 
an honor to be recognized for my work 
on CO-OP, though I definitely felt a little 
incredulous.”

Franke’s CO-OP was extended beyond 
two academic terms and she spent her 
remaining semesters at Pacific finishing 
her degree while working part time at 
Intel. During her final semester at Pacific, 
Franke received a job offer from Intel to 
continue working for them as a full-time 
application engineer. 

“I’m proud to be a graduate of the 
School of Engineering and Computer 
Science,” she said. “It’s one of 
the best things about Pacific.” 
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FOR MELISSA CHOW ’20, working at 
Intel shaped her college experience at 
Pacific. A Computer Science major with a 
concentration in Software Development, 
Chow started her CO-OP with Intel in May 
2019 as a Solid State Drive Marketing 
Engineering Intern. 

“My department at Intel wasn’t totally 
Computer Science related. It was actually 
the marketing department—we were a 
fusion of marketing and engineering. So 
it was marketing with an engineering 
background.” Chow remembers working 
on marketing for SSDs and figuring out 
the best ways to convey to customers the 
benefits of particular parts. “A lot of the 

things they talked about, you might not 
have understood if you didn’t have an 

engineering background.”

Chow had multiple CO-OP offers 
but ultimately chose Intel because 
she knew it would give her 
more computer science-related 
experience. Once she started, 
it became clear that this was 
exactly the kind of company she 
wanted to work for. “Learning 
about the community of Intel, 
they’re really diverse, open 
and welcome. For me, it was 

important to work somewhere 
that has inclusion and 

diversity in the 
workplace.” 

When thinking about the projects she 
worked on, Chow says she learned a lot 
when working in conjunction with a tool that 
some of her co-workers wrote. “Essentially 
you’d input data for products and you would 
output it into this dashboard that created 
really pretty graphs.” Because it was such a 
new tool, Chow and her co-workers decided 
to start up a community of employees 
familiar with the resource so that future 
users would have people they could go to 
with questions.   

Like many other students in the School of 
Engineering and Computer Science,  
CO-OP was a major reason why she chose 
Pacific. “Going into the tech field, it’s really 
important to get job experience and the 
fact that Pacific offers it for engineering 
and computer science majors is a big plus.” 
Stockton’s location in the Central Valley was 
a benefit as well. Tech companies like Intel, 
based in Folsom, CA, are only an hour away 
from the Stockton campus.

“The fact that Pacific has these established 
connections in the tech industry is so 
important,” says Chow when looking back 
at the CO-OP application process. “Pacific 
offers a lot of resources and I think if I had 
applied on my own through LinkedIn there 
would be less of a chance that I would have 
gotten an interview, much less even the 
chance to talk to them.” 

Pacific is proud of the relationship it has 
built with Intel Corporation and the students 
who have gone on to work for them. 

TO HEAR MORE STORIES about students 
and their CO-OP experiences, be sure 
to follow the School of Engineering and 
Computer Science on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter: @Pacificsoecs.
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LEFT 

Clarissa Franke ’19, Outstanding 
CO-OP Award Recipient

RIGHT 

Melissa Chow ’20,  
Computer Science Major
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Ten exceptional University of the Pacific 
students attended the 2019 Grace Hopper 
Celebration (GHC) in Orlando, Florida, last 
October. Established in 1994 by computer 
scientists Anita Borg and Telle Whitney, the 
Grace Hopper Celebration is the world’s 
largest gathering of female technologists. 

The goal of the annual celebration is to 
increase the impact of women on all 
aspects of technology and expand the 
positive impact of technology on women. 
Student participants have opportunities 
to connect with female executives in the 
tech industry—leaders of innovation from 
companies like GitHub, Morgan Stanley, 
Socos Labs, Ancestry, IBM and other 
leaders of innovation 

Thanks to generous gifts from James Beck 
’94, alumni, and friends of Pacific’s School 
of Engineering and Computer Science 
(SOECS), enough funds were raised to cover 
the cost of attendance for the conference. 

“We are deeply grateful for James Beck 
and the donors supporting our students,” 
shares Steve Howell, dean of SOECS. “Their 
gifts helped ensure that finances would not 
exclude students from this extraordinary 
opportunity.”

Beck describes The Grace Hopper 
Celebration as, “simply the most inspiring 
and meaningful gathering of technical 
women in the world, from those just starting 
their careers to the most senior level 
executives, as demonstrated (affirmed) by 
the number attendees that have told me 
GHC has positively impacted my life and 
career forever.”

For Keely Canniff ’19, a student who has 
attended the celebration multiple times, 
every memorable moment involved the 
strength of female empowerment. 

“I always get a sense of togetherness and 
support at GHC,” Canniff said. “Last year, 
I was able to connect with one of those 
amazing women, Nonny de la Peña. Nonny 
was one of the keynote speakers at the 
conference and even though she is well-
known in the tech field, she took time to talk 
to me and help me through her workshop.”

The celebration also hosts a career fair and 
interview hall, and students are given the 
opportunity to apply and even be interviewed 
for positions in sponsoring companies. In 
fact, college students made up 26% of total 
attendees at the recent celebration.

“Pacific, and specifically SOECS, did so much 
to prepare me for the event, even before I 
knew I wanted to go,” said Danilo Baledio 
’19, ’21. Baledio was especially grateful for 
the assistance of Irene Camy, director of 
the SOECS CO-OP Program, and Patricia 
Lopez, SOECS diversity coordinator.  

The ten students who attended the 
conference were Giselle Aranda ’20; Danilo 
Baledio ’19, ’21; Keely Canniff ’19; Victoria 
Gorelik ’24; Lisa Her ’18, ’20; Ruijing “Iris” 
Huang ’21; Silvana Huynh ’19; Naomi 
Nunis ’19, ’21; Sonali Patil ’21; and Kristi 
Yoshioka ’22.

“There are more women in technology fields 
than we realize,” said Canniff, looking back 
on her memories of the four-day celebration. 

“Often when we get into the tech field, we 
can feel alone. I look back at GHC and know 
that there are a lot of us out there, each 
with our own talents and skills to improve 
this world.”

A LEGACY OF 
EMPOWERMENT
Students celebrate women in STEM
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Last year’s edition of The Rock introduced readers to Josh Steimel, 
one of the School of Engineering and Computer Science’s newest 
faculty members. A graduate of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Steimel earned his bachelor’s and doctoral degrees 
in materials science and engineering, specializing in polymers and 
biomaterials.

The opportunity to work with students brought Steimel to University 
of the Pacific, rather than to a career in industry or a teaching 
position at a large research institution. 

“I’ve been loving Pacific and working in academia, especially for 
the teaching experience,” he said. “I want to give undergraduates 
research experience that will help them prepare for PhD programs 
and future research.”

During his first year teaching at Pacific, Steimel received the 2019 
Outstanding Faculty Member Award as well as the 2018–19 Holmok 
Cancer Research Grant awarded by Pacific’s Office of Research and 
Sponsored Programs. The Outstanding Faculty Member Award is 
given to a single faculty member chosen by the graduating SOECS 
class while the Holmok Cancer Research Grant was awarded based 
on his proposal to create Novel Bio-Assay Platform for Measuring 
Biological Interactions. 

“When you’re teaching your first semester, it is hard to gauge what 
students can handle,” Steimel said. “I passed my exams along 
to my previous advisor to see if he thought they were too hard or 
too easy, and he was concerned about the level of rigor. But the 
students in my classes really impressed me with their technical 
capabilities and their ability to do well on a rigorous exam.”

Steimel’s work is interdisciplinary, involving mechanical, biological, 
chemical and electrical engineering as well as physics and 
computer science concepts. 

“I’m hoping to continue my research with students across 
engineering, biology, chemistry and even physics,” he said. “I also 
collaborate with Professor Joseph Harrison at Pacific for much of 
the work in this project.”

Finding His Place at Pacific
Josh Steimel reflects on his first year teaching at Pacific.

“I want to give undergraduates experience 
that will help them prepare for PhD 
programs and future research.”

—Josh Steimel, Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering
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On Oct. 12, 2019, the School of Engineering 
and Computer Science hosted its 50th 
Anniversary CO-OP Celebration during 
Pacific’s Homecoming and Family Weekend. 
The celebration brought together current 
and former faculty, staff, alumni and their 
families to reconnect and share the ways 
CO-OP changed their lives.  

PROPOSED BY PROFESSOR HELM 
HAAS AND DEAN ROBERT HEYBORNE, 
the CO-OP would enhance the experience for 
students of the School of Engineering and 
Computer Science by giving them first-hand 
work experience. In 1969, the Engineering 
Academic Council and the University 
Academic Affairs Committee approved  
CO-OP. The effects were immediate—the 
school saw an 83% jump in enrollment by 
fall 1970. Among the first organizations 
to partner and hire CO-OP students were 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise, the city 
of Stockton Public Works Department, 

YEARS OF

OP

“I’m glad to see the students 
learning and earning. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity.”

—Helm Haas, First Director of CO-OP 
(pictured right, bottom-center)

CO



Siegfried Engineering, Teichert Construction, 
Lawrence Livermore National Lab and 
Granite Construction.

Prior to 1969, there wasn’t a formal 
cooperative education program in place, 
but the school still found ways to provide 
experiential learning for its students. “Local 
engineering companies that knew of the 
school would call faculty,” said Jack Patton 
’68, which was how he gained a CO-OP 
experience over two summers. 

CO-OP was one of the reasons Rachel Owens 
’21 chose to transfer to Pacific. “It is such a 
crucial learning experience,” she said. “I was 
a little intimidated by the process when I first 
got here, but honestly, it was pretty painless. 
You do the CO-OP seminar class and 
professor (Irene) Camy walks you through 
every single step. I did the interviews all 
here on campus and I got the one I wanted 
at Aruba, a Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
company.” Owens is now preparing to attend 

the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy 
Systems ISE in Freiburg, Germany, after 
earning a scholarship from The German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).

“I’m glad to see the students learning and 
earning,” said Haas. “It’s a wonderful 
opportunity.”

For alumnus Rodney Amen ’82 his CO-OP 
experience set him on a path of success 
in the field of electrical engineering. “I did 
my first CO-OP at Texas Instruments back 
in 1980 and in those days going to Texas 
was an awfully long way from Stockton. 
They let me do a lot of things and really 
get involved in the production, engineering 
parts; and I used to collect data from the 
assembly line. I later continued my career 
doing other things in consumer electronics 
with Apple and Microsoft—I worked on the 
Xbox there—but it all started with the Texas 
Instruments CO-OP.”

CO-OP LEGACY RECEPTION   
Current and former faculty, staff, 
alumni and others shared their 
favorite CO-OP memories together at 
this 2019 homecoming reception.

BELOW   
Rodney Amen ’82 brought a Speak & Spell, 
an electronic, hand-held children’s computer 
he helped develop at Texas Instruments. 
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ABOVE 

Jake Smith ’19, ’20 at the American  
Legion pump station in Stockton during  
his CO-OP with the city of Stockton’s Public 
Works Department. As an engineering aide, 
Jake was in charge of making site reports 
for several projects in the community.

ENDOWMENT 
CELEBRATES 50 
YEARS OF CO-OP
In conjunction with the celebration of 
CO-OP’s 50th anniversary, alumni and 
friends of SOECS raised funds to establish 
the Endowment Celebrating 50 Years of 
CO-OP.  This new endowment will provide 
critical financial support so that engineering 
students may fully participate in experiential 
learning activities while at SOECS. The 
new fund will offset the expenses students 
frequently incur while participating 
in cooperative education programs, 
particularly international experiences.

Robert Jung, member of the SoECS Dean’s 
Council and his wife, Lisa Chan, served as 
lead donors for the new endowment.  Lisa 
and Robert are proud parents of a graduate 
of SOECS.  Their leadership and generosity, 

along with the support of other alumni and 
friends, raised approximately $55,000 to 
establish the endowment.  By attaining the 
$50,000 minimum to establish an endowed 
the fund, a dollar for dollar match was also 
triggered thanks to the “Powell Match”.

“We are so grateful to Robert, Lisa, and 
the many donors that have made this new 
endowment a reality”, said Steve Howell, dean 
of the School of Engineering and Computer 
Science.  “Their generosity will have a 
tremendous impact on our students and the 
CO-OP Program for generations to come.”

Jung shares that the value of a CO-OP 
experience is priceless. “It lets you see 
what it is really like to be an engineer on 
a daily basis. It helped me narrow down 

what aspects of engineering I liked and 
what I didn’t, which helped to shape my 
engineering career.” Both Robert and  
Lisa, graduates of University of Illinois 
were CO-OP participants and encouraged 
their son, Jason Jung ’17 to complete an 
international CO-OP at Pacific. “We wanted 
to be the inspiration for others to see how 
valuable this experience was and wanted 
to ensure that more students had the 
opportunity.”

Individuals and corporations are invited to 
help grow an even more robust endowed 
fund in support of experiential learning at 
SOECS. To make a gift, please contact Dan 
Mackeben, assistant dean of development, 
dmackeben@pacific.edu or 209.946.2643.
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“I would like to start off by giving shout 
outs,” began Mihn Pham ’19 at the School of 
Engineering and Computer Science’s 2019 
commencement ceremony. Pham, a computer 
science major and proud son of immigrants 
from Vietnam was delivering his co-valedictorian 
speech to his undergraduate classmates. 

“I would like to give thanks to my families, peers, 
friends and my classmates who have supported 
and helped me throughout my journey,” he 
said. “People who are dear and important to 
me because of the valuable life lessons I have 
learned from them.”

Pham was born in Oklahoma and moved to 
Stockton at the age of three. He is the oldest 
of eight siblings and as he describes it, he grew 
up in a hectic household, full of uncertainty, and 
found himself moving often. His family struggled 
financially, relying on social services to make 
ends meet. 

“My upbringing is something I don’t talk about 
often, but we were a very low-income family,” 
Pham said. “Had it not been for social services 
such as Medi-Cal, food stamps or Section 8, we 
would have been homeless.”

Pham began his educational journey at San 
Joaquin Delta College as a first-generation 
college student. After attending for a year and 
a half, he dropped out due to life situations. 
He attended on and off for the next 10 years, 
until he reenrolled in fall 2013. This time, he 
was determined to enroll and complete every 
computer science course—a subject that had 
interested him ever since he was a child playing 
Nintendo NES. In fall 2016, he transferred to 
Pacific in pursuit of his bachelor’s degree. 

Pham has great pride in the city he grew up 
in. “I am a product of Stockton—I attended high 

school here, went to community college here  
and am now graduating college in Stockton. It 
isn’t all bad and I want others to see the other 
side of it.”

At Pacific, Pham was a member of Alpha 
Sigma Lambda, Phi Kappa Phi, IEEE-
Eta Kappa Nu, SUCCESS, Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers and 
the MESA Engineering Program. 

“I want to give thanks to all the 
facilities and admins who runs 
this school; whose passions are 
in the students’ well-being. Whose 
duty it is to foster an environment 
rich in learning,” Pham continued 
during his speech, “I want to give 
thanks to the groundskeepers and 
the maintenance workers who are 
keeping our school beautiful and in 
good working condition. I want to 
give thanks to the janitors who are 
keeping the school and restroom 
clean. Thank you to all kitchen 
people whose job is to provide us 
with food to eat. Thank you to the 
dishwashers who are giving us 
clean dishes to eat on.”

Immediately after graduation,  
he began his career at Lawrence 
Livermore National Labs where  
he currently works. 

“The greatest story of your life starts 
with you,” said Pham at the end of 
his valedictorian speech. “Live life 
to the fullest. Love and be loved. 
Thank you.”

Minh Pham Gives Thanks 



Kyle Poe
Kyle Poe ’20 was awarded the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship in 
the spring of 2019, one of the most esteemed scholarships in the 
United States for undergraduates majoring in STEM fields. He was 
selected as one of 496 recipients nationwide. 

Poe studies both Bioengineering and Applied Mathematics at Pacific. 
His focus is developing interdisciplinary approaches to research 
using principles of biophysics. These principles allowed him to model 
nanoparticles in membranes as a means to potentially create a new 
brain interface.

“I want to get to the point where I make significant research 
contributions to this field,” said Poe. 

With the help of the Goldwater Scholarship, Poe continued his 
research into carbon nanotubes and how those nanotubes can be 
substitutes for cell proteins. His work, which has applications in 
medicine and engineering, can potentially lead to technology that 
allows computers to communicate directly with the human mind.

Poe is an active member of the Pacific community. He participates 
in Phi Kappa Phi, Tau Beta Pi, Pi Mu Epsilon and Order of the 
Omega, where he served as president. Poe also is an active 
member of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity. 

Poe expresses an incredible amount of gratitude to the people 
who have helped him up until this point in his life, both personally 
and professionally. “The only reason I am in this position is 
because of the people who took an interest in my personal and 
career ambitions. Thank you to my parents, mentors, friends and 
educators for helping me embrace the idea that education matters. 
It has made all the difference.” 

Diego Sandoval
In the spring of 2019, Diego Sandoval ’21 received a Fulbright 
scholarship—one of the most prestigious and selective summer 
scholarship programs operating worldwide—to study at the 
University of Strathclyde and the Glasgow School of Art. The 
scholarship afforded him the opportunity to travel to Scotland in 
the Summer of 2019 to participate in a three-week long program 
dedicated to studying technology, innovation and creativity. 

“As a Fulbright summer program participant, I had the chance to 
explore Scotland, learn about its cultural heritage, and experience 
higher education at two of the UK’s leading universities,” Sandoval 
said. “I gained a deeper appreciation for Scottish culture and 
returned with a renewed sense of determination to continue 
pursuing a career in innovation as a patent attorney.”

The Summer Institutes are for freshmen and sophomores with 
GPAs over 3.7, for summer study related to particular themes 
at one of several British universities. As part of a cohort 
of high-achieving students from all around the U.S., 
Sandoval is one of the first Pacific students ever to 
receive that award.

Sandoval, a Powell and Legal Scholar, is majoring in 
bioengineering at Pacific’s School of Engineering 
and Computer Science. An active member of 
the Pacific community, he plans to attend law 
school and become a patent attorney after 
graduating.
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Transfer student balances Pacific 
and life to land engineering job

Angel Tejada ’19 didn’t know what 
he wanted to do after graduating 
from high school in Manteca. While 
his classmates were anxious about 
college entrance exams, applications 
and acceptance letters, he remembers 
thinking that he would just “go with 
the flow.”

Having that perspective generally 
worked out, so Tejada decided to 
put his energy toward enrolling in 
Modesto Junior College while deciding 
on his next path. A natural at math 
and building objects, he gravitated 
toward the science, mathematics and 
engineering division. The enjoyment 
and success that he achieved in 
those courses helped him to realize 
that he wanted a career in electrical 
engineering.

After two years at Modesto Junior 
College, Tejada transferred to 
Pacific and enrolled in the School of 
Engineering and Computer Science 
as an electrical engineering major. He 
selected Pacific because the campus 
provided everything that he needed 
and was close to Manteca, where his 
girlfriend and 2-year-old daughter lived.

“Being an unconventional student, I’ve 
had to focus and dedicate myself to 
becoming the first in my family to 
graduate from college, while balancing 
the triad of work, school and family 
life,” said Tejada. He admitted that 
it was a juggling act, but still found 
time to participate in extracurricular 
activities and take on leadership roles.

While at Pacific, he served as 
treasurer for the local chapter of 
the Society of Hispanic Professional 

Engineers and volunteered with Long 
Way Home in Guatemala to help 
small communities solve engineering 
problems for recycling waste. He 
also served with the city of Stockton 
through a cooperative education 
internship in which he worked on 
various informational technology and 
engineering projects.

In 2019, the School of Engineering 
and Computer Science faculty 
selected Tejada for the Heefner Award, 
honoring an electrical engineering 
student who shows the greatest 
promise in the workforce.

“My ultimate goal is to contribute 
toward humanity by making an impact 
on the way people live their lives,” 
Tejada said. “I know I can make a way 
to achieving this goal by pursuing work 
in the electronics industry.”

As a first-generation college graduate, 
Tejada saw completing his degree at 
Pacific as an example for others in his 
family to follow.

“I want to be an inspiration to the next 
generations of my family, especially 
my niece and daughter,” said Tejada. 

“Stay determined even when the path 
isn’t clear. Be flexible. It’s not your job 
to lay each brick, just to be successful 
as you walk down your path.”

Tejada graduated in May 2019 with 
a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering and moved to Dallas, Texas, 
with his girlfriend and daughter, where 
he works as an associate electronics 
engineer for Lockheed-Martin.
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SOECS alumnus 
and WWII Veteran 
honors late wife with 
scholarship
After Leonard Detrick ’50 returned from 
serving in the Pacific theater with the Marine 
Corps during World War II, a friend asked 
him to participate in a wedding in their home 
town of Stockton. Prior to the celebration, 
Detrick met the maid of honor and his future 
wife—Sally Howen ’49. Though nothing 
materialized right away, their paths crossed 
again when Detrick enrolled at University of 
the Pacific as a civil engineering student in 
the fall of 1946. 

Detrick was heavily involved in sports—he 
played basketball and football for the Pacific 
Tigers. Howen, who was enrolled in the 
school of education, was active in theater 
productions and chaired the Sadie Hawkins 
Day dance. She asked Detrick, who had 
already committed himself to another date, 
to accompany her to the dance. “It piqued 
my interest that she would ask me, so I 
invited her to dinner or a movie. That was in 
October of 1946, then in January of the next 
year, I asked her to marry me,” Detrick said.

The two were still at Pacific at the time of the 
proposal, and as a student committed to her 
studies, Howen didn’t give him an answer 
right away. The couple was out a few weeks 
later and he asked if she had given a lot of 
thought to his question.

“She said ‘I have, and I’m yours forever.’ I was 
the happiest guy in the world,” Detrick said. 
The two married the following year in 1948.

After graduation, Howen taught for two years 
while Detrick finished his degree in civil 
engineering. He enjoyed a successful career 
in construction and real estate development 
while Howen remained active in theater 
groups and women’s golf. She was also an 
accomplished cook and seamstress.  

He cherishes the wonderful life they shared 
together for 67 years, including raising  
three children, before Howen passed  
away in 2014. 

To honor his wife and her passion for 
education, Detrick created the Sally (Howen) 
Detrick Memorial Endowed Scholarship in 
2019. The scholarship provides support for 
junior, senior undergraduate or first-year 
graduate students in Benerd College who 
are pursuing careers in education. Detrick’s 
$50,000 gift qualifies for Pacific’s Powell 
Fund Match program, doubling the amount to 
$100,000. 

His heartfelt gift ensures that Howen’s 
legacy, just like their love for each other, 
will live on forever through generations 
of students who will benefit from the 
scholarship. 

ABOVE 

Sally Howen ’49 engagement 
picture, 1947

BELOW 

Sally Howen, Leonard Detrick, 
and son Kenneth Detrick, 1950



ALUMNI NEWS

Clifford Henry Gambs ’66 passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 8 after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s Disease. He was 92 years old. 
Clifford attended the College of the Pacific 
in Stockton (now University of the Pacific) 
where he met the love of his life, Marilyn 
Rasmussen. They married in 1950 and 
ultimately settled in Lafayette in 1955 where 
they raised their three sons. 

Cliff began his 40-year career at Kaiser 
Engineers Oakland as a blueprint machine 
operator before becoming a draftsman. He 
returned to school and obtained a Bachelor 
of Science degree in civil engineering from 
University of the Pacific in 1966. 

Joseph Reyes ’87 was honored with 
the Engineer of the Year award at the San 
Joaquin Engineers Council banquet. This 
award recognizes an individual who has given 
freely their time and services for the benefit 
of their profession and the community. 
Reyes enjoys mentoring young engineers 
and students and has kept strong ties with 
Pacific’s School of Engineering and Computer 
Science by supporting student organizations. 
When Reyes was a student at Pacific, he was 
president of the Association of Engineering 
Students, Community Involvement Program 
and the American Society of Civil Engineers 
student chapter.

José Hernández ’85 received the 
Engineering Profession Distinguished Service 
Award at the San Joaquin Engineers Council 
banquet. In addition to a successful career 
as an engineer, inventor and astronaut, 
Hernández has dedicated his life to providing 
STEM education and motivation to young 
people from low-income backgrounds. At 
Pacific, he also has provided mentorship and 
financial support to student clubs, such as 
the Society for Women Engineers and the 
Society for Hispanic Professional Engineers.
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Steven C. Lake, 
RCE ’76 retired 
after working as an 
engineer with the 
Town of Danville 
as development 
services director 
and city engineer 
(32 years), City of 

Santa Rosa (4 years) and City of Lodi (4 
years). He’s thankful to University of the 
Pacific’s School of Engineering and Computer 
Science for a wonderful education provided 
by the Cooperative Education Program 
and the excellent professors, Professor 
Robert Hamernik, Professor James Morgali, 
Professor Clack and Professor/CO-OP 
Coordinator Helm Haas mentioned in the 
CO-OP story. The Cooperative Education 
Program gave him a wonderful head start in 
his career as an engineer.

Nancy Grossman ’81 is a member of the 
Women in Engineering committee, a standing 
technical committee of the World Federation 
of Engineering Organizations (WFEO). She 
delivered a presentation to the World 
Engineering Convention held in Melbourne 
Australia, November 2019.

Sam Grossman, P.E., FNSPE ’80 
completed eight years as the chairman of 
the Energy Committee, a Standing Technical 
Committee of the World Federation of 
Engineering Organizations (WFEO). He 
presented to the World Engineers Convention 
in Melbourne Australia, November 2019.  
As past president of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers and the U.S. 
Representative to UPADI, Sam is recognized 
globally for his expertise in energy projects.

Cynthia (Johnson) Machnov ’87 made 
a few major life transitions over the past 
few years. Cynthia and her husband became 
grandparents when their grandson, Hunter, 
was born in August 2017. They became 
“empty nesters” in August 2019 when 
their youngest headed off to college in 

August 2019. Since they live in San Diego, 
they were able to stop by University of the 
Pacific to check out the campus changes 
on their way up to visit him and they think 
the campus is still as beautiful as ever! The 
most recent transition was in December 
2019, when her husband retired after 32 
years. She’s looking forward to joining him 
in a couple more years, so they can do more 
camping/traveling and visiting their children 
and grandson whenever they want.

Michael Weiner ’70 recently retired after 
32 years as the traffic engineering and 
Streets Department director with the City  
of Savannah, Georgia. Prior to this position 
he was the first city traffic engineer for the 
City of Green Bay, Wisconsin, for a period of 
10 years.

Debbie (Murphy) De Bow ’83 has been 
the acting city engineer for Huntington 
Beach since 2019, where she has worked 
for the majority of her career; until then, 
there had never been a female to hold that 
position. She and her husband have lived 
in Huntington Beach most of their 30+ year 
marriage, where they raised their twin sons; 
one who works as a financial analyst, and 
the other who is a practicing attorney.

Keith Porter 
’63 won a 
2019 award for 
public affairs 
broadcasts 
on KVMR FM, 
Nevada City, 
for an interview 
show on civic 
engagement. 

He also broadcasts occasional classical 
music shows and “Redeye Radio” shows 
with 50’s music from midnight to 4 a.m. 
Streaming worldwide at KVMR.org.

Jim Spence ’75 retired from California 
Department of Water Resources as acting 
deputy director. He is currently working a 
few hours a week as a retired annuitant for 
DWR and spending time with grandchildren. 
Retirement has been great for Jim and he 
highly recommends it!
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