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Dear Friends, 
 
With May right around the corner, this is one of the busiest times of year at our schools. 
Our seniors have been receiving lots of college acceptances, our younger students are 
preparing for end-of-year tests, our teachers and principals are leading the charge, and 
our teacher residents are finishing their training year and being assigned their classes 
for next year.   
 
One of this year's teacher residents from East Palo Alto is an Aspire alumna who is 
returning to her elementary school to teach 1st grade. She is our first-ever former 
Aspire student to complete the Aspire Teacher Residency! We couldn't be happier for 
her to return to her elementary school as a teacher. We're also pleased to spotlight 
students from Aspire Port City Academy in Stockton who were crowned champions at 
University of the Pacific's Annual Math Steeplechase.   
 
Finally, we are pleased to share that two of our highest performing schools in 
Huntington Park were granted charter renewal from Los Angeles County, after a 
challenging process with their initial renewals. 
 
During the approval hearing, Los Angeles County Board member Douglas Boyd 
commented that Aspire schools "seem like a family" and that he "would send his own 
three children here". There is no higher compliment we can receive from a parent than 
to be told that our schools are places they would send their children.  And there is not 
higher endorsement from a public official than a very public statement about how our 
schools do great things for our students.  This is a result of the strength of our entire 
team, and the progress we make every day towards our mission.  
 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=4mnvztkab&v=00190LnairEytjrgUmAQN9LuIUiq8zVAeRPQIfI-kwxKS0Z9cNASvtLjON8ygHDPLRF_X9CrxE_8iYKgf82QAEGa3Kbr8gv_HKrY-6-6ESnhhJ_EWfHsGtUDYDTD4WaGRDL4M3TLw-9YaH3Q3oQM3yuBCq-CXzpYrmcqHN6bI0MzEi4dy4Wgw0esZ9rOl8reu8yQK7dAYlGvgECDK1MA3dqaURWRgKcJjCzhDtPWXSda3xbvBAWqv4IAQ8BjA0DHqCnINqKFK1C5dpnEC0QceHWei67M4huk5QOJcxi4g57OZq2uqj7fveICbjI5Mwh522ys3QJu6nR1wFBZIG8DNBJMgbUmzxxnqYEPhHIkCHMo24%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK52
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=4mnvztkab&v=00190LnairEytjrgUmAQN9LuIUiq8zVAeRPQIfI-kwxKS0Z9cNASvtLjON8ygHDPLRF_X9CrxE_8iYKgf82QAEGa3Kbr8gv_HKrY-6-6ESnhhJ_EWfHsGtUDYDTD4WaGRDL4M3TLw-9YaH3Q3oQM3yuBCq-CXzpYrmcqHN6bI0MzEi4dy4Wgw0esZ9rOl8reu8yQK7dAYlGvgECDK1MA3dqaURWRgKcJjCzhDtPWXSda3xbvBAWqv4IAQ8BjA0DHqCnINqKFK1C5dpnEC0QceHWei67M4huk5QOJcxi4g57OZq2uqj7fveICbjI5Mwh522ys3QJu6nR1wFBZIG8DNBJMgbUmzxxnqYEPhHIkCHMo24%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK53
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=4mnvztkab&v=00190LnairEytjrgUmAQN9LuIUiq8zVAeRPQIfI-kwxKS0Z9cNASvtLjON8ygHDPLRF_X9CrxE_8iYKgf82QAEGa3Kbr8gv_HKrY-6-6ESnhhJ_EWfHsGtUDYDTD4WaGRDL4M3TLw-9YaH3Q3oQM3yuBCq-CXzpYrmcqHN6bI0MzEi4dy4Wgw0esZ9rOl8reu8yQK7dAYlGvgECDK1MA3dqaURWRgKcJjCzhDtPWXSda3xbvBAWqv4IAQ8BjA0DHqCnINqKFK1C5dpnEC0QceHWei67M4huk5QOJcxi4g57OZq2uqj7fveICbjI5Mwh522ys3QJu6nR1wFBZIG8DNBJMgbUmzxxnqYEPhHIkCHMo24%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK49
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=4mnvztkab&v=00190LnairEytjrgUmAQN9LuIUiq8zVAeRPQIfI-kwxKS0Z9cNASvtLjON8ygHDPLRF_X9CrxE_8iYKgf82QAEGa3Kbr8gv_HKrY-6-6ESnhhJ_EWfHsGtUDYDTD4WaGRDL4M3TLw-9YaH3Q3oQM3yuBCq-CXzpYrmcqHN6bI0MzEi4dy4Wgw0esZ9rOl8reu8yQK7dAYlGvgECDK1MA3dqaURWRgKcJjCzhDtPWXSda3xbvBAWqv4IAQ8BjA0DHqCnINqKFK1C5dpnEC0QceHWei67M4huk5QOJcxi4g57OZq2uqj7fveICbjI5Mwh522ys3QJu6nR1wFBZIG8DNBJMgbUmzxxnqYEPhHIkCHMo24%3D&id=preview#LETTER.BLOCK43
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_ZmQ0cYdelcgMbvCdwj_01ca8sGCd-5SagAF2v-9jiR6DDMuUhXgweDv_orRN0IaH8OAp0b2glBNqDVFTzkcRMef2xKi-LDHaNpBkh3mdztb0wfmy7SuNGw2-DaHJFQvJC-HOjRJ9hIY9fYhJJQErRQ1SDk9yRT-hn4NiRwyK1dThgsE_Xn3zGoXgbeWf_Tyd1PMYWLjwtSf-6Mw1ESekHc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_Ypze95v9QS2mioaryhR77b7N23xbvh6JOZ8ipHQ71cy_OEdXPwPEn6d2AR0-LuBCJ-d2aT8Yoziv_acqAuvplBGF-jb8jGSETIuFuqR_JBzDo1bSr0-_nyDlvclgd50DFdRkbjICyeUSdl2UMU1_bCMUAexhXxPh94Z44XwOjkPKQ13cHATOzFIEG99J-HxGAxa_fihPv_CH4p-2-7tS7O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_adwDQYhjcAIbOGrRoB66k4pr8EZtmF-tEcC2pkDG_90Vozr7-ZDtYLKI8z9iC35wXsrl_geHykpFvcnOVnvhKRu3yiTXnNNar3IKJamiuN4F0pZQogWttiBk5aDZOsmFuQ-pRWTag515EwiIg364HQWxZU1zpcftk07245FaBKpWEPDJO3n9TWqRGtvq611pRqJUrIkR9U0WSbvOvKlk3USLyaNbB5-V9QRy094qUXTw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_bnwYbxJudHLjo9KstIGIvaIbpkkEn7hMV-nAfvDIot47TlmMt2LyPb2-vG-YZflZcRYaBMlW_YeE8AlMb9pq9pxx4Ip_Kimb9nZYkpY8fG8JYHsn24MujkTgJ2h8J96TR41YfoNFzjO31wrKpxHR24vuvvhPT5056iFgSM0ppsD8FW0JHPLTBvxi_4zIkXTaGdXHnJxIZEburuOnDmwZu2PfC9D4RS9JU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_bAYrXKTSXBZOVUtzb2ujSuj2Hx6WU25xuFrMuuMOG2rEAtAGRbMHe8lYwk-W6wry5b336p77CZD5r_3w2SplOGdz3PgcYcgBGzzCU6ro095k_RU41hBsYZRaEFg157hf9Iod9QheX549Vij1U1l4kxOaWqpanGQL_ANrKkgVzuEVhUaaAI0uFrmF1BZZWRR4Sh94HJ094Ns_gttFlQEk03
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_bAYrXKTSXBZOVUtzb2ujSuj2Hx6WU25xuFrMuuMOG2rEAtAGRbMHe8lYwk-W6wry5b336p77CZD5r_3w2SplOGdz3PgcYcgBGzzCU6ro095k_RU41hBsYZRaEFg157hf9Iod9QheX549Vij1U1l4kxOaWqpanGQL_ANrKkgVzuEVhUaaAI0uFrmF1BZZWRR4Sh94HJ094Ns_gttFlQEk03


and  Memphis, TN. 

 

510-434-5516 

 www.aspirepublicschools.org  

  

Help our students achieve 
college readiness. 

 

 

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Together we can!   

James Willcox 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

Living Our Mission:  Aspire Alumna Returns as a 
Teacher 

 
Bianka Mariscal, a former student at Aspire East Palo Alto 
Charter School (EPACS), dreamed of giving back to her 
community through teaching. After graduation from Mills College, 
she applied for Aspire's Teacher Residency (ATR) program to 
make that dream a reality. She was accepted and, having 
successfully completed the program, will be returning to her 
elementary school to teach first grade this fall. 
 
Of all the facets of her Aspire education, Bianka most 
remembers the educators that shaped her years as a student. 
"The teachers I had at EPACS were nurturing, loving and 
extremely supportive-even throughout my years in high school 

and college. They always believed in my abilities and what I could do...With their 
support, mountains became conquerable; walls became small hurdles and obstacles 
that were in the way of my dream became easier to overcome." Her teachers, and their 
support, ultimately led her to a career in 
teaching.  "I wanted to be the same for kids 
coming from East Palo Alto. I wanted to show 
these kids that despite the odds against them, 
they too can succeed and that, no matter what, 
I am here to support them and make that 
happen." 
 
Bianka, like her 27 fellow Residents, spent the 
last year learning from a highly effective Aspire 
educator and earning her teaching credentials 
from the University of the Pacific. Bianka was 
drawn to the program from the start. "I chose 
the Aspire Teacher Residency Program 
because a lot of their values (such as the need for personal growth) merged with the 
many values that I grew up with, and that directed my academic path at EPACS, high 
school, and college. More importantly, ATR emphasized the fact that learning is a 
continuous process, one that is both beneficial for the student and the teacher. I wanted 
to learn and grow." Bianka will have many opportunities to continue her growth as an 

educator, through personalized classroom observations, instructional coaching, and new 
teacher career pathways. 
 
For more information about the Aspire Teacher Residency program, visit our website, 
and be sure to follow the ATR blog for more classroom insights.  
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Renewals for Top Aspire Schools Unanimously 
Approved  
 
The Los Angeles County Board of Education unanimously approved the renewal of two 
high-performing Aspire schools in Huntington Park - Aspire Ollin University Preparatory 
Academy and Aspire Antonio Maria Lugo Academy - on Tuesday, April 15.  

 
In spite of strong academic performance, parental support 
and LA school district staff endorsement, the Los Angeles 
Unified School District Board of Trustees denied the 
renewals in February, drawing strong criticism from parents, 
community leaders and the media. The decision not to 
support two top-performing charter schools resulted in an 
appeal to the county board, which praised Aspire for its work.  
 
"We are delighted in the vote of confidence by the L.A. 
County Board of Education. By renewing our charters for 
Aspire Ollin University Preparatory Academy and Aspire 

Antonio Maria Lugo Academy, the board has ensured the students and families in 
Huntington Park will continue to have access to a high-quality public education. Now we 
get to focus on what matters most in school, our students," said Aspire CEO James 
Willcox.  

Aspire has a longstanding commitment to the 
Huntington Park community. One in every eight 
local students attends an Aspire school. 
Operating seven schools in the city, Aspire 
serves nearly 2,200 students in grades K-12. 
With its first Huntington Park school opening in 
2005, Aspire has grown to operate the four 
highest-performing elementary schools and top-
performing middle school serving local students 
- including AMLA and Ollin, which both earned 
over the state goal of 800 on the academic 
performance index. More than 1,700 local 
students are currently on the waiting list to 
attend an Aspire Huntington Park school.  

 
With the support and charter authorization by the Los Angeles County Board of 
Education, both Aspire schools will continue to operate with the commitment to serving 
local students. 
 
To read more about our charter renewals, visit our press room. 

 

Joyful parents, students and  
staff after the vote.   

 

Aspire Students Crowned Math Champions 

 

Several Aspire elementary schools from Stockton participated in the 10th Annual Math 
Steeplechase hosted by the University of the Pacific. The Steeplechase is a competition 
where teams of fifth graders solve complex math problems in a matter of minutes.  
 
Aspire students were among over 600 students competing.  Aspire Port City Academy 
was crowned the grand champions after winning a series of team competitions.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_bgk8G4oOjzjTuIxW4Dxm7RE9wp11zyYbWSUtrkvLb2-iaft8wJC4HyMmWUkoucRx64NmntP-lr_C5agGaS0cJxDcEm-dwWC0W8iuss5T7l4hHrv8GYz7feS5DwgMVm24Y=


 
This annual event is meant to enhance critical thinking and math reasoning skills among 
elementary school students.  It takes math problems out of the textbook and into a fun, 
playful environment.   
 
Lilly Moore a Fifth Grader at Aspire Port City commented, "I think the best part of the 
math steeplechase was when we were actually doing the math competition.  I liked that 
because my group completed one activity in less than twenty seconds and then did even 
more stuff.  To be able to complete it in such a short time we had to work as a team."  

Moore and her classmates agreed it felt really good to win the Grand Champion Award 
for Aspire Port City Academy and their Puma family.  
 
To read more about the event, visit our press room.  

 

There's still time to reserve your seat. 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_bAYrXKTSXBZOVUtzb2ujSuj2Hx6WU25xuFrMuuMOG2rEAtAGRbMHe8lYwk-W6wry5b336p77CZD5r_3w2SplOGdz3PgcYcgBGzzCU6ro095k_RU41hBsYZRaEFg157hf9Iod9QheX549Vij1U1l4kxOaWqpanGQL_ANrKkgVzuEVhUaaAI0uFrmF1BZZWRR4Sh94HJ094Ns_gttFlQEk03
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001vJKFrWBxG_YeON5wuWF1klGmrpgCD_GdjSVm9s3xx04T9ImpKLGio7iD0gCaYZ9z7YXWKmRlSVMOz9GaEWKcJ7nyhcrHLQITfC2PzJ9au-MiWgWZvwWY489x_uGCSSvZaZSH7G7cgSBhbWgEDfnbXg==


 
Founded in 1998, Aspire Public Schools is one of the nation's 
highest-performing public school systems serving predominately 
low-income students.  Aspire delivers a K-12 "College for Certain" 
education to more than 13,500 students in 37 public charter schools 
in California and Memphis, TN.  
 

Contact Us: 

 communications@aspirepublicschools.org  

 510-434-5516  

               

 

www.aspirepublicschools.org  
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