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In this issue: 

1. Our colleague, Professor 
Katie Golsan, has announced 
her retirement.  

2. Outstanding graduating 
student in French: Jesse 
Herche, Major in Violin, 
Biology, and Minor in French. 

3. Our former students write… 
Katrina Villacisneros about her 
expe r i ence w i th F rench 
language in Switzerland. 

4. Several Pacific students will 
study in France in the fall. 

5. More news on French 
literature, film, language, and   
startups in the Bay Area. 

1. Our colleague, Professor Katie Golsan, has announced her retirement. Our lecturer in 
French, Olga Sylvia (ABD, Berkeley), who has been with us for the past academic 
year and a half, will continue to teach at Pacific. We wish Dr. Golsan all the best in this 
new stage of her life! 

Chère madame Golsan, tous vos 
collègues et étudiants se joignent 
à moi pour vous féliciter pour 
cette belle carrière. Et surtout pour 
vous souhaiter une retraite 
paisible et bien méritée ! 



 

2. Jesse 
Herche, our 
outstanding 
graduating 
student in 
French writes 
about his love 
for everything 
French: 

I have had a long abiding love for French language and 
culture as long as I can remember. The presence of a solid, 
vibrant  program  of  study  in  French  at  my  intended 
undergraduate institution was an assumed. I knew, whatever 
I majored in, I wanted to fit some time in for French and I 
am  very  grateful  for  what  I  have  learned  from  my  work 
towards a minor in French at Pacific. As a lover of history 
and words, studying in music and the sciences, my interests 
often seem scattered, but of all the disciplines in which I 
have labored, my French coursework has offered me the best 
opportunities  to  form ligatures  between  my  areas  of 
interest.  There  I  have  connected  history,  art,  music, 
literature  and  theater  (I  got  to  play  in  a 
medieval farce!) to a broader culture. As my early teachers 
in French reminded me, Latin's influence on English comes 
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through  French,  and  my  comprehension  of  etymologies  has 
saved me many an hour of memorization stress as I learned 
concepts in biology and chemistry.

My French studies have been a catalyst for international 
connections. I sought out the combined opportunities at a 
Quebecois string academy to hone my language and musical 
skills. I befriended Francophone students and faculty and 
built friendships around my linguistic stumbling. Although 
most attendees spoke English, caring enough to work through 
the difficulties in another's native tongue was the best 
compliment  I  could  pay. More  recently,  the  French 
credentials I have built at Pacific helped me in my search 
for potential international mentors in neuroscience.

I remember my French background becoming useful in often 
unpredictable  ways.  A  philosophy  treatise  quotes  past 
thinkers, but the author doesn't feel the need to translate 
his  French  sources -  I  still  engage  with  him.  A  French 
neuroscientist writing on Mozartian musical memory doesn't 
appear  in  translation  -  I  still  use  the  source  for  my 
research.

I  remember  my  French  courses  as  a  source  of  comforting 
study as I sometimes literally ran across campus between 
classes. The piercing discussions of literature required me 
to wrestle with a text long before class to understand, not 
the words, but the nuances and references that our teacher 
wanted us to catch behind the text. The literature was of 
such quality that one was grateful to have taken the tumble 
through its pages.

The  most  unpredictable  component  of  my  studies  were  the 
flexibility. I first imagined collegiate language study as 
another opportunity to iron out that passé simple (which I 
would  have  enjoyed),  but  beyond  substantive  literary 
analysis of important works of the French canon, my French 
studies were brought to bear on my other interests. When my 
research interests sent me far from campus I was still able 
to write on 18th century French opera libretto after a hard 
day's  work  in  the  lab.  My  French  studies  allowed  me 
to balance  professional  opportunities  with  personal 
scholastic interests and connect the study to other areas I 
knew.
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3. Letters from former students:  

Katrina Villacisneros: Mon Premier Temps en Europe: Une Expérience pas Comme 
Autres  

  
It wasn’t until I was placed in a completely new 
environment that I realized the importance of learning 
another language.
 
Last summer I travelled around Europe and visit 16 
countries. Thanks to French 11A and 11B at Pacific, I was 
able to order in French and treat my parents out for dinner 
in Paris. This however, was not the highlight of my trip.

During my last week in Europe, I got hospitalized because 
of a stomachache.  I was staying at a friend's house in 
France but drove 20 minutes away to go to Hôspitaux 
Universitaire de Genève in Switzerland. As it turns out, I 
had appendicitis and had to receive surgery right away. My 
appendix had already burst and had to get an open surgery, 
which meant staying at the hospital longer instead of being 
discharged the same day.
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I was confined for 11 days and received 16 stitches total. 
Despite receiving an operation, I believe that it was a 
really great experience because I was able to immerse in a 
French-speaking environment. Perspective is everything. I 
conversed with my nurses and doctors in French and in 
return they spoke to me in English, as they wanted to 
practice a language that is not their native tongue. 
Sometimes when we couldn’t understand each other, we would 
use hand gestures, like charades, and when that doesn’t 
work out we’d pull out our phones and use a translator app. 
It was challenging at first but definitely fun because I 
was able to incorporate lessons we learned in class and 
during office hours to real-life situations.

I ended up creating a bond and family with the nurses in 
such a short amount of time simply because I was able to 
communicate and relate to them. I sent them an American-
themed care package afterwards since they were always 
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curious about the United States, and they sent a thank you 
letter in English in return.  In addition, I became friends 
with one of the patient’s daughter and we still talk up to 
this day. Merci Beaucoup Mme. Eram et Mme. Golsan for 
investing the time to teach me and make sure I understand 
the lesson. I’ll be sure to take them wherever I go.
 
Cordialement,
Katrina Villacisneros

3. Félicitations et bon voyage! Four French majors/ minors at Pacific are going to be in 
France in the fall of the 2016-2017 academic year. Sarah Geagea (International Affairs 
and Commerce, French), Allison Howells (International Affairs and Commerce, French), 
Tina Chiang (International Affairs and Commerce, French) will spend a semester 
studying in Paris, and Charlotte Harris (International Relations, French) will be in 
Lyon. Congratulations to all of them and we look forward to receiving their messages and 
pictures.  

A propos of travelling, here is a great website for getting to better know Paris: 
https://iletaitparis.com 

4. French Miscellaneous News: 

!  

The Haitian-Canadian writer Dany Lafferière, recently elected as member of the French 
Academy, gave some insights to his Intimate Dictionary of French Language: 
http://www.franceculture.fr/litterature/le-dictionnaire-intime-de-la-langue-francaise-par-
dany-laferriere  
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On April 6, Antoine de Saint Exupery’s book, Le Petit Prince/ The Little Prince, one of 
the most beloved books in French and everywhere, has celebrated its seventieth 
anniversary. 
http://www.lepetitprince.com/2016/04/le-petit-prince-aura-70-ans-mercredi/ 

If you want to have access to the weirdest French expressions explained in English, check 
this out: 
http://matadornetwork.com/life/20-weirdest-french-expressions-use/ 

And on a linguistically gourmet note, these are some top French phrases about food 
accompanied by their English translation: 
http://www.expatica.com/fr/insider-views/French-idioms-obsessed-with-
foods_587798.html 

Every year it is worth to check out the website of the French best film awards, Les Prix 
Cesar (in French and English) 
http://www.academie-cinema.org/en/ 

For those interested in internships and hirings, here is a list of French start-ups in San 
Francisco/ Bay Area: 
http://www.geektime.com/2016/03/25/here-are-8-french-startups-you-should-know 
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This concludes the current edition of our French Studies Newsletter.  

A bientôt, 

Cosana Eram 
Assistant Professor of French 
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