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FRENCH STUDIES MONTHLY 
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2015 (VI) 
 
 
Chers amis, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new French Studies instructor for the 
academic year 2015-2016, Olga Sylvia (osylvia@pacific.edu). Olga is about to complete her 
PhD in French at Berkeley and will be with us for two semesters teaching courses of 
beginner and intermediate French language and an advanced literature class. 
 
This year, as usual, we have short term and long term plans for our enthusiastic students, 
such as French films and music nights as well as a planned spring visit to our Stockton 
Campus of the French Consul and French Cultural Attaché in San Francisco. All will be 
announced here and on the Pacific Events Calendar.  
 
I will keep you posted about our activities and will also share with you some latest 
information about French culture and life. If you are interested in the previous editions of 
our Newsletter, you will find them on the website of the Department of Modern Languages 
and Literature or I can send them to you electronically by request.  
 
À bientôt, 
Cosana Eram 
Assistant Professor of French 
ceram@pacific.edu 
 
 

1. French Club – Movie Night on Wednesday, October 21st  
Les Intouchables (2011, 1h52) (in French with English subtitles) 
WPC-Annex, Room 243. Hospitality at 5 pm, film at 5.30 pm. 
 

A la suite d’un accident de parapente, Philippe, 
riche aristocrate, engage comme aide à domicile 
Driss, un jeune de banlieue tout juste sorti de 
prison. Bref, la personne la moins adaptée pour le 
job. Deux univers vont se télescoper, s’apprivoiser, 
pour donner naissance à une amitié aussi dingue, 
drôle et forte qu’inattendue, une relation unique 
qui fera des étincelles et qui les rendra... 
Intouchables.  
(Source: AlloCiné) 
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2. Talk Announcement: 
 

 
Maria Teodora Comsa 

 
Data and Metadata:  Bui ld ing a Theater  Database  

 
When and where? Thursday, November 5, in WPC-Room 140 at 4.30 pm 

 
This is the information Maria has shared: 

 
For this presentation, I will discuss the benefits of digital thinking and its 
applications for teaching and learning. Through an overview of the process of 
gathering and formatting data, I will emphasize the critical thinking steps required 
for creating a visualization-ready data set. Finally, I will demonstrate the visual 
analysis of my data through an interactive exploration of my database using 
Palladio (http://palladio.designhumanities.org/#/), a visualization tool for 
handling complex humanities data sets. Palladio is a tool created by the 
Humanities + Design Lab (http://hdlab.stanford.edu/) within the Stanford Center 
for Spatial and Textual Analysis (http://cesta.stanford.edu/).  
 
Maria Teodora Comsa is a Lecturer in French at the Stanford Language Center where 
she teaches a range of language and culture courses. Her main research focuses on 
society theater (le théâtre de société) in France during the eighteenth century. Her other 
research interests include 17th- and 18th-century French theater, second language 
acquisition, and digital humanities. Maria Teodora is a researcher with the Humanities + 
Design Lab where she served as Lab Manager in 2013-2014. At the Humanities + 
Design Lab, she has contributed to projects like Mapping the Republic of Letters and the 
visualization tool Palladio. 

 
The talk in English is geared for both students and faculty. All welcome.  
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3. VOULEZ VOUS SAVOIR PLUS? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ON… 
 

  
1. … French history? 
This fall season, France remembers the life and legacy of one of its most important 
monarchs, King Louis XIV (article and video in French): 

http://culturebox.francetvinfo.fr/expositions/patrimoine/louis-xiv-les-heritages-du-roi-
soleil-226609 
 

Palace of Versailles launched a website in English dedicated to the 300 year 
anniversary of the king’s death: 
http://www.leroiestmort.com/en 
 
 

 
2. … French culture? 

A very recently published book, recommended to the French and Francophone alike, is How 
the French Think. An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People by the Oxford-based historian 
Sudhir Hazareesingh (Basic Books, 2015). The author gives us a preview in the article below, 
where he admires the French intellectual tradition and its universalizing rationalism and 
contends that “regeneration, after all, is one of the most potent ideals of modern French 
culture.”  
http://aeon.co/magazine/philosophy/how-did-french-thought-end-up-in-crisis/ 
 
 
 

3. … French language? 
In which we find out about ten French words we may all want to be using more: 

http://matadornetwork.com/life/x-french-words-using/ 
 
 
 

4. ... French film? 
Summer is gone, although in California you can never tell, but you can still find these 
recent French Films on Netflix: 

http://frenchmorning.com/en/10-french-films-to-stream-on-netflix-this-summer/ 
 
 
 

5. … French music? 
Our students love Belgian singer Stromae, but here is what happened to him while in 
the Bay Area filming his latest video, Ave Cesaria (article in French): 

http://www.metronews.fr/people/video-stromae-arrete-a-san-francisco-ou-
presque/mojd!0ucnKsT52Id2s/ 
 
 

Do not want to receive this Newsletter? To unsubscribe click here 


