
Current vs. Proposed General Education Program 
 
Table 1: Current General Education Program, by School or College 

Course/Category/Sub-category BUSI CONS COP EDU PHS SIS SOECS 

PACS 1: What Is a Good Society? X X X X X X X 

PACS 2 X X X X X X X 

I. Social & 
Behavioral 
Sciences 

A. Individual & Interpersonal Behavior X 
2 of 3 
areas 

X 
2 of 3 
areas 

X X 
2 of 3 
areas B. U.S. Studies X X X X 

C. Global Studies  X X  

II. Arts & 
Humanities 

A. Language & Literature X 
2 of 3 
areas 

X 
2 of 3 
areas 

X X 
2 of 3 
areas B. Worldviews & Ethics X X X  

C. Visual & Performing Arts X X X X 

III. Natural 
Sciences & 
Math 

A. Natural Sciences X X X X X X X 

B. Mathematics & Formal Logic X X X X X X X 

C. Science, Technology & Society   X X X   

PACS 3: What Is an Ethical Life? X X X X X X X 

Total Courses in GE Program 9 9 12 10 12 9 9 
Note: In addition, all students must take at least one course designated as a diversity course. This course may also count as one 
of the breadth courses (i.e., as a course in a 1A-3C category). Students can meet the 3C (Science, Technology, & Society) 
requirement by taking a second 3A (Natural Sciences) course. Schools and Colleges may have additional common requirements 
for their students. Please see the most recent General Catalog for any school-specific requirements. 
 
Table 2: Proposed General Education Program 

Course/Category All Students in All Schools/Colleges 

CORE 1: Problem Solving & Oral Communication X 

CORE 2: Written Communication & Critical Thinking X 

Artistic Process & Creation Course X 

Civic Responsibility Course X 

Languages & Narratives Course X 

Quantitative Reasoning Course X 

Scientific Inquiry Course X 

Social Inquiry Course X 

Worldviews & Ethics Course X 

Total Courses in GE Program 9 
Note: In addition, all students must take at least one course designated as a diversity course. This course will also count as one 
of the breadth courses. See reverse for a description of these categories and courses. Schools and Colleges may have additional 
common requirements for their students. Please see the most recent General Catalog for any school-specific requirements. 
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Proposed Courses & Breadth Categories 
Core Curriculum 
 

  

CORE 1: Problem Solving & Oral Communication 
CORE 1 is Pacific’s first-year seminar and 
introduces students to the demands of 
interdisciplinary, university-level inquiry through 
the lens of investigating a complex problem. Topics 
vary in CORE 1, but all sections build foundational 
expectations about critical thinking, oral 
communication, problem-solving, and information 
literacy rather than on mastering a body of 
material. 

 CORE 2: Written Communication & Critical 
Thinking 
CORE 2 helps develop a student’s ability to (1) read 
more carefully, critically, and with improved 
retention and (2) produce clear, concise, and 
persuasive prose that responds to a variety of 
audiences and purposes. Students have a choice of 
course topics in CORE 2, but all sections include 
project-driven documents, short analytic reading 
responses, and at least one oral presentation with 
supporting written materials. 

Breadth Courses 
 

  

Artistic Process & Creation courses give students 
an understanding of the creative arts through 
practice, performance, or analysis. In this context, 
the creative arts are defined as including traditional 
visual arts, digital media, and performing arts. 
 
Civic Responsibility courses guide students 
through analysis of the social and political 
considerations necessary for making a difference in 
the civic life of their communities. Students 
completing this requirement will demonstrate an 
understanding of the need and avenues for civic 
engagement, an ability to engage respectfully with 
others with diverse perspectives, and reflect on 
their own role as a citizen. 
 
Language & Narratives courses help students 
understand structures of communication through 
literary or rhetorical analysis and/or language 
study, and may include digital communication. 
 
Quantitative Reasoning courses enable students 
analyze and interpret information using 
quantitative methods. 

 Scientific Inquiry courses foster student 
understanding of the concepts and methodologies 
of a scientific discipline. Students completing this 
requirement will gain practice in critical and 
integrative thinking through prediction and 
experimentation in a laboratory or field 
environment. 
 
Social Inquiry courses promote the understanding 
of social structures and the human minds that build 
them. Students completing a Social Inquiry course 
will be introduced to creative problem solving from 
incomplete information and will demonstrate the 
ability to find and evaluate information from a 
variety of sources. 
 
Worldviews & Ethics courses guide students 
through reflecting on their value systems and way 
of understanding the world as well as broadening 
their perspective about how others view the world. 
Through these courses, students will explore and 
categorize human knowledge, values, and/or 
principles and reflect on their own worldview. 
 
 

Diversity and Inclusion flagged courses may appear in any of the above categories. Courses designated 
Diversity and Inclusion courses at Pacific will analyze issues of difference within one or more societal and 
cultural contexts. Courses that engage in a comparative analysis of diversity are encouraged. 


