
Faculty Use of Canvas for All Courses 
 

The Regents and Administrators are asking faculty: 
1. to use Canvas for every course, and 
2. to have a syllabus on every Canvas course website 

 
 
Why are these two things important? 
 
1. Our students have requested them 
2. WASC/WSCUC and other accrediting bodies require them 
3. Emergency Preparedness 
4. Academic Continuity 
 
Syllabus 
  
The Faculty Handbook has a syllabus requirement for all courses and all students. FHB 
Section 11.7, requires all faculty to provide a course syllabus, in writing, to students, and 
denotes that a syllabus constitutes an agreement between the instructor and student.  FHB 
11.7 denotes a list of 13 items/topics that must be included in each course syllabus. 
 
https://www.pacific.edu/about-pacific/administrationoffices/office-of-the-provost/faculty-affairs-
and-resources/faculty-resources/faculty-handbook/11-academic-policies-and-procedures-for-
undergraduate-students/11_7-course-syllabus.html 
  
A syllabus in a class also can be a component of student success.  A syllabus is a tool that 
allows students to self-regulate their learning in a course and among all of their 
courses.  With syllabi for all their courses, students can plan their reading and studying in 
advance and avoid cramming. 
  
A syllabus also ensures that all students have a minimum level of understanding of the 
professor’s expectations and a student’s role and responsibilities for the course.  A syllabus 
can even reduce the number of student grade challenges; when expectations are clearly 
communicated in a syllabus, it is less likely students will challenge their grades. 
  
Syllabi are indirectly required by WSCUC. WSCUC Criteria for Review (CFR) 2.4 states that 

  
“The institution’s student learning outcomes and standards of performance 
are developed by faculty and widely shared among faculty, students, staff, 
and (where appropriate) external stakeholders. The institution’s faculty take 
collective responsibility for establishing appropriate standards of 
performance and demonstrating through assessment the achievement of 
these standards”,  

  

https://www.pacific.edu/about-pacific/administrationoffices/office-of-the-provost/faculty-affairs-and-resources/faculty-resources/faculty-handbook/11-academic-policies-and-procedures-for-undergraduate-students/11_7-course-syllabus.html
https://www.pacific.edu/about-pacific/administrationoffices/office-of-the-provost/faculty-affairs-and-resources/faculty-resources/faculty-handbook/11-academic-policies-and-procedures-for-undergraduate-students/11_7-course-syllabus.html
https://www.pacific.edu/about-pacific/administrationoffices/office-of-the-provost/faculty-affairs-and-resources/faculty-resources/faculty-handbook/11-academic-policies-and-procedures-for-undergraduate-students/11_7-course-syllabus.html


and WSCUC guidelines call for this CFR to be implemented through student learning 
outcomes being reflected in course syllabi.  
  
All of our separately-accredited programs, e.g., Engineering, Computer Science, Music 
Performance, all require syllabi as part of the accreditation standards. 
  
Thus, our Faculty Handbook, student learning, and accreditation all support the need for all 
classes, even independent study courses, to have syllabi. 
  
Emergency Preparedness and Canvas 
  
Last November, because of smoke from the horrific “Camp Fire” in and surrounding 
Paradise, CA, Pacific students and faculty suffered through the first major disruption to 
normal campus operations in many years. Students in every program were affected, and 
our major challenges were communication and academic continuity.  100% faculty 
adoption of Canvas would solve these problems. 
  
If every faculty member were on Canvas, it would be easy for each professor to 
communicate with her/his students even in the face of a major disaster.  Canvas builds in a 
layer of protection that Pacific’s other communications systems cannot duplicate – 
distance. Canvas is not hosted by Pacific servers; it is hosted solely in the cloud. This 
separation, both technologically and geographically, gives Pacific extra protection from 
total communications loss with university constituencies, because failures of infrastructure 
on campus are much less likely to have a parallel negative effect on Canvas servers 
thousands of miles away. Had this requirement been in effect at the time our entire IT 
system went dead several years ago, for instance, it would have substantially eased 
communication problems with students and faculty. 
  
Academic Continuity and Canvas 
 
Canvas also allows for academic continuity. Rather than cancelling and rescheduling 
classes, faculty in some of the colleges were able to hold their classes online.  They posted 
mini-lectures (10-15 minutes) with or without slides and used the discussion boards on 
canvas to conduct class discussions, and they used Canvas’ testing software to assess 
whether the students did the required reading.  If Pacific were dealing with a lengthy 
shutdown, this approach would ensure that our students do not have to lose a semester. 
 


