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The Don and Karen DeRosa 
University Center
Opened August 2008
The Don and Karen DeRosa University Center, which opened fall 2008, has already become the social hub 
of Stockton’s campus. The 55,000-square-foot building houses dining venues, meeting and event facilities, 
student life offices, the University bookstore and a welcome center. Pacific’s first “green” building, it was 
constructed using environmentally friendly and recycled materials and features technology that reduces the 
amount of energy needed to operate the building. The University has applied for LEED silver certification. 
The Board of Regents named the center to honor the contributions of President Don and Karen DeRosa to 
the University during his transformational presidency.

Table of Contents
Points of Distinction 2007-2008   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .     2

Profiles of Giving  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    4

Financial Highlights and Student Profile     .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    8

Alumni  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    9

Students and Parents .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  30

Friends   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  32

Organizations  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  36

Matching Gift Companies  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  38

Planned Gifts, Estates, Gifts In-Kind and Other Support    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   39

Consistent Donors    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   40

Recognition: Gallery of Benefactors and Court of Sponsors  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  42

Volunteers   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  44

Contacts     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    Inside Back Cover



President’s Message
As I hope most Pacific alumni and friends are aware, I notified the University’s Board of Regents in 
April 2008 of my intention to retire from the Presidency effective June 30, 2009. In looking back on 
my over thirteen years spent to date advancing Pacific, I am proud of many accomplishments. These 
include a dramatic strengthening of our academic programs on all three campuses, growth in size and 
selectivity of the student body, over $180 million in facilities development, invigorated student life 
and recreation programs, and an engaged Board that is supporting Pacific’s progress toward greater 
national visibility and distinctiveness.

In August, two magnificent facilities were completed on the Stockton campus – the Biological 
Sciences Center and DeRosa University Center. These two buildings have strengthened the 
environment for teaching and research in the sciences and the sense of community at the campus.  

We have made great progress developing a leadership program incorporating social and emotional 
intelligence. This initiative integrates the efforts of both our academic and student life programs, and 
is a key part of an undergraduate student’s first-year experience at Pacific as well as an emerging theme 
within our professional programs. 

With the guidance of Daniel Goleman, a nationally known expert and author in the field of 
emotional intelligence, Pacific is building a program that will equip our graduates with the ability 
to utilize social and emotional competencies to work effectively with others in career, service 
and personal endeavors. This year’s incoming freshmen participated in a self-assessment of these 
competencies and will be able to participate in co-curricular programs to strengthen their abilities  
in specific areas. 

This fall, Pacific launched the Powell Scholars, the University’s premier academic scholarship program 
based on leadership development. The program is named for benefactors Robert and Jeannette Powell, 
whose $100 million estate gift will greatly support access to Pacific through funding of scholarships. 
The development of social and emotional competencies is also a key element of the leadership program 
for the nearly 50 Powell Scholars.

As these examples from the past year show, Pacific continues to build on its goal of being the West’s 
most distinctive, student-centered national university. 

President Donald V. DeRosa
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Points of Distinction 2007–2008
Toward Better Science Education
The University was awarded a four-year grant of nearly $1 million to improve science education in 
kindergarten through second grade. Faculty from the Benerd School of Education and various science 
departments and educators from the San Joaquin County Office of Education will work with about 35  
teachers across four counties in the northern San Joaquin Valley to provide a variety of training programs.

Best in the Business
The Eberhardt School of Business was named one of the best business schools in the nation by 
Princeton Review’s annual law and business school guide. The rankings were based on surveys 
of 19,000 students attending the 290 business schools listed, and on school-reported data. In the 
same month, the Eberhardt School was also named in Business Week’s “The Best Undergraduate 
B-Schools,” an exclusive profile of 121 business programs.

Inter-American Exchange Program Launches
Pacific became the first U.S. university to enter into a student and faculty exchange agreement with 
the Union of Universities of Latin America and the Caribbean, the largest association of universities 
in Latin America. The signing was part of the launch of the Inter-American Program in the School of 
International Studies. An academic and residential immersion program geared toward careers related 
to Latin America, the Inter-American Program is an outgrowth of Pacific’s historic commitment to 
fostering greater understanding between the Americas and had its basis in the innovative bilingual 
program in Elbert Covell College from 1962-82.

New Endowed Chair in Entrepreneurial Pharmacy Practice
The Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences received a major donation by Good Neighbor 
Pharmacy to fund “The Good Neighbor Pharmacy Endowed Chair in Entrepreneurial Pharmacy 
Practice.” This enables implementation of a specialized track to prepare future pharmacists for innovative 
practice models and to assume ownership of private practice pharmacies offering specialized services. 

Giving Kids A Smile 
As part of the American Dental Association’s national Give Kids A Smile effort, faculty, residents 
and students at the Pacific Dental Care Clinic in Stockton screened nearly 400 school-aged Central 
Valley children. More than two dozen children received follow-up treatment, including cleanings and 
restorations. Residents provided more than $3,000 worth of free dental care.

Pacific McGeorge in the Top 20
Pacific McGeorge is ranked 16th among American law schools in the quality of its international 
programs and in the Top 100 ABA-accredited law schools, according to U.S. News & World Report’s 
“America’s Best Graduate Schools 2009.” It is the third straight year that the law school has been 
ranked among the nation’s Top 20 in the International Law specialty category. 

In what is believed to be the first visit to the 
Stockton campus by a current or former  
U.S. president, Bill Clinton spoke to more than 
3,500 people in Alex G. Spanos Center on  
June 2 in support of wife Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s campaign.2



Expanded Brubeck Festival Celebrates Diplomatic Milestone
This year’s Brubeck Festival celebrated the 50th anniversary of Dave Brubeck’s 1958 “Cultural 
Ambassador Tour.” The State Department tour had a profound effect on Brubeck and the musicians 
he met in other countries and set the stage for similar tours in later years. The Brubeck Institute 
partnered with George Washington University, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the 
Smithsonian, the Library of Congress and others to expand the annual Brubeck Festival to two 
weeks, the first week in Stockton and the second week in Washington, D.C. Featured artists included 
Deepak Ram Quartet from India, the Open World Russian Jazz Octet, Hiromi’s SonicBloom from 
Japan, and the Latin-influenced Pete Escovedo Orchestra. 

Fighting Cancer with Computers 
Chemistry Professor Elfi Kraka and Professor Dieter Cremer, director of nanotechnology at Pacific, 
have made a potentially major breakthrough in cancer research with the design of a model for an anti-
cancer drug. The drug model “trains” natural substances known as enediynes to attack only cancerous 
tumors, leaving the surrounding healthy tissue alone. Enediynes in their natural state destroy tumor 
cells and healthy tissues alike. This breakthrough could greatly reduce side effects and increase the 
survival rate of those who undergo cancer treatment.

A Truly Outstanding Student 
Pacific’s 2007-08 student body president, Joshua Foster, was named by USA Today as a member of the 
third USA Academic Team, the daily newspaper’s listing of the 60 most outstanding undergraduates 
in the country. Foster is one of only two students from California universities to be so honored. 
President of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, Foster was also recognized as one of the top undergraduate 
fraternity members in the world by the North-American Interfraternity Conference.

Carved in Cement
The School of Engineering and Computer Science Pacific Resources Research Center (PRRC) 
received a $2 million grant to develop a revolutionary, sustainable cement production technology. 
Global cement production is a major contributor to the world’s greenhouse gas emissions. With the 
demand for cement increasing worldwide, the need for sustainable concrete production techniques 
has become a top priority. Dr. Henghu Sun of the PRRC has developed a method of production 
that will exceed current cement performance and quality. The new technology is more durable than 
conventional cement, and the production process is clean, uses less energy and virtually eliminates 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Read more Points of Distinction 2007-08 throughout this book and at www.pacific.edu

With the opening of a new digital recording studio, Conservatory of Music 
students now have the opportunity to learn the fundamentals of audio 
recording and production and to make professional quality recordings.  
The studio features a state-of-the-art, multi-track recording system.

Dave Brubeck ’42 was honored with the inaugural Benjamin Franklin Award 
for Public Diplomacy by Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice in Washington, D.C. 
in April, the most prestigious honor that the Department of State can bestow on 
American citizens who are making outstanding contributions to public diplomacy.
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Profiles of Giving
Dr. and Mrs. Colin Wong

An old Chinese saying suggests,  
“When you take a drink, take a moment to contemplate where it came from.” 

This thought has helped Dr. Colin Wong ’65 to shape the cornerstone of his philosophy on philanthropy. 
“When you have had a successful life and a rewarding career, you have to reflect on who imparted  
this ability to you, and how you came to take the road that you have traveled in life,” he says.  
“The education I received at Pacific gave me the confidence to be a skilled practitioner. Now I have  
the opportunity to give something back, and that’s a wonderful feeling.”

A past president of the Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry Alumni Association, Wong serves as the 
president of the Pacific Dental Education Foundation. He is giving back and inviting others to join 
him. “This is a very exciting time for the PDEF board as we work toward our next campaign goal.”

Young Alumni Create New Opportunities
John Wong and Tom Bragdon graduated from the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences in 2001 and immediately began giving back to their alma mater and to their profession, 
recognizing the great need for scholarship support for students. Owners of Patterson Family Pharmacy, 
they provide the community with individualized care and specialized services in the Pacific tradition. 
They have created a scholarship for pharmacy students who provide care to residents of Stanislaus County.

Sujeev Vhan graduated from the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in 2006. 
This young alumnus recognizes the importance of scholarships to students and wished to show his 
support and allegiance to his alma mater by providing a scholarship for a student who is active in 
charitable events. 

Enduring Valentine
Born on Valentine’s Day in 1909, Kathe Underwood loved music. After escaping Nazi Germany in 
1938, the Underwoods eventually settled in Stockton. Kathe earned a BA in education from Pacific 
and taught in Stockton Unified School District for 25 years. She was one of the founders of the 
Stockton Opera Association and the Friends of Chamber Music. Her late husband, Lucas, was a 
professor of music history at Pacific and founded Pacific’s opera program. The two sought to create a 
high quality opera program and worked tirelessly on its productions.

The Underwoods established the Dr. Lucas and Kathe Underwood Endowed Scholarship for music  
majors and funded the Lucas Underwood Opera Endowment. These endowments provide opportunities 
for talented students to attend Pacific’s Conservatory of Music and achieve their dreams. Kathe Underwood 
passed away in August 2008 at the age of 99, but the Underwoods’ gift of music will endure.

Dr. and Mrs. Colin ’65 Wong
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Al and Lois Irwin 
Al ’42 and Lois ’42 Irwin met as students at Pacific more than 70 years ago and always had fond 
memories of their time here. Al participated in basketball, swimming and football, and recently 
was honored with the Amos Alonzo Stagg Award. Lois was a student advisor, a member of Epsilon 
Lambda Sigma Sorority (now Delta Gamma) and worked on campus to help fund her education. 

Because of their passion for Pacific and their commitment to education, the Irwins established the  
Al and Lois Irwin Family Education Scholarship to benefit students at the Benerd School of Education. 
They have always believed that educators play a significant role in the formation of well-rounded, 
successful adults, from elementary school through college. They also established the Al and Lois Irwin 
Family Athletic Scholarship to provide financial support to deserving student-athletes. Lois Irwin 
passed away in July 2008, but through these scholarships they have created a legacy that will continue 
to impact lives for years to come.

Ronald Shelly Honors Two Professors
Ronald Shelly, a 1965 graduate of the School of Engineering and Computer Science, is a longtime 
donor to University of the Pacific. Named “Most Inspirational Player” on the men’s basketball team 
in his senior year, Shelly received the “Alumni of the Decade of the 1960s” award in 1970 from the 
Pacific Alumni Association. He is a member of the Block P Gift Club, the Pacific Tigers Athletics 
Association and the Dean’s Council for the School of Engineering and Computer Science. 

Shelly’s commitment to help fund the John T. Chambers Technology Center is evidenced by  
his support of two new Engineering Labs. He chose to name the labs to express his gratitude to  
Professors James Morgali and Robert Hamernik for the significant role they played in his educational 
and professional life. The Professor James Morgali Modeling and Simulation Laboratory will support 
modeling and simulation, rapid prototyping, systems engineering and geographic information 
systems. The Professor Robert Hamernik Construction Management and Sustainable Development 
Laboratory will support virtual construction, 3-D modeling, green construction, deconstruction and 
reuse and energy conservation.

The John T. Chambers Technology Center will provide cutting-edge facilities for superior teaching, 
learning and research as well as for beta-site and benchmarking to attract industry, federal, state and 
local agency support for collaborative research. 

The John T. Chambers  
Technology Center

Al ’42 and  
Lois ’42 Irwin 
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Norman Allen ’88, ’94

Investing in Tomorrow
Norman Allen ’88, ’94 was very active in leadership while at Pacific. “Norm emerged as a highly 
respected student leader, forging strong relationships among his peers and the administration,” said 
Judy Chambers ’58, ’60, former vice president for Student Life. He held top leadership positions in 
Greek and residence life, The Pacifican and student government, including ASUOP president. 

After completing his bachelor’s degree in communication and political science and his JD at Pacific 
McGeorge School of Law, Allen began his career as a corporate litigator. He later joined Carpenter 
Moore Insurance Services, a subsidiary of NASDAQ, where he advises companies on executive risk 
management solutions.

Allen has remained committed to the University’s success, and currently serves on the Pacific Alumni 
Association Board and the Pacific Fund Advisory Board. This past year, Allen became a Pacific 
Fund Founder, committing to give $25,000 over five years to support undergraduate scholarships, 
experiential learning, academic innovation and faculty and student research. “I give back so that the 
next generation of students can have access to the same enriching experiences from which I benefited,” 
said Allen. “It is up to us, as alumni, to pave the way for Pacific’s future.”

Student Investment Fund Gives Back
In spring 2007, the Eberhardt School of Business launched an experiential learning program in which 
both undergraduate and MBA students manage a $1 million investment fund. An initial gift from 
Douglass M. Eberhardt ’59 and the Bank of Stockton made the Student Investment Fund (SIF) possible. 

The SIF is fully student-managed. About 10 students are chosen through a formal application process. 
They research and evaluate, write reports and determine where and how to invest the money. The 
SIF grew to over $1.2 million, with returns outperforming the S&P 500 and other funds. The Pacific 
Board of Regents invested another $250,000, bringing the fund to a total of $1.45 million.

The terms of the fund specify a percentage of the annual proceeds be returned to the University, 
shared equally between the men’s water polo team, speech-language pathology, and the Eberhardt 
School of Business. The first SIF disbursement was presented last April at the annual board meeting. 
Only a year after the fund’s inception, a total of $48,191 was distributed — just over $16,000 to each 
of these units. 
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Scholarships Support Student Achievement
The Pacific Fund provides scholarships and grants to deserving students through the generosity of 
many loyal alumni, parents, employees and friends.

“I am grateful for all of the Pacific Fund donors who have opened up the doors of opportunity for 
me,” said Theo Nishimura ’11, a graphic design major from Stockton. “In my first year on campus, I 
grew intellectually through my coursework and gained invaluable leadership experience. I now serve 
as a member of the ASUOP Arts & Entertainment programming board, and I am the lead designer 
on the University Center branding committee and the editor of a campus publication. The practical 
skills and confidence I am developing at Pacific will help me achieve my goal of one day being editor 
of Time magazine.”

In addition to scholarships, Pacific Fund grants enable students to pursue research initiatives, 
experiential learning, and travel abroad. Investing in the Pacific Fund helps prepare students for 
lasting achievement and responsible leadership in their careers and communities. 

Capital Interns
Three Pacific McGeorge students served internships last summer in Washington, D.C., thanks 
to the generosity of the Robert T. Matsui Foundation for Public Service. The foundation honors 
the late Congressman Robert Matsui, who represented the Sacramento area in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1979 to 2005. 

Each Robert T. Matsui Fellowship provides a stipend to allow a law student to pursue a public service 
project or placement in a federal agency. Megan Herberger ’09 interned at the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, a federal government organization that works with some of the poorest countries in the 
world. Sarah Dansereau ’10 worked for FairVote, a public-interest group that develops and promotes 
practical strategies to improve elections at the local, state and national levels. Scott Keefe ’10 served 
his internship with the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

Congresswoman Doris Matsui with 
Dean Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker, 
Pacific McGeorge

Theo Nishimura ’11
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Financial Highlights
July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008
The 2007-08 fiscal year presented two challenges: a declining financial market 
and a dip in student enrollment for the academic year. By year’s end, however, 
the University had made several notable achievements:
•	 An	operating	surplus	of	$16.3	million	
•	 The	close	of	the	Investing	in	Excellence	Campaign	at	a	record	 

amount of approximately $330 million of gifts and pledges
•	 Tuition	revenue	up	more	than	$9	million	(or	5.9%)
•	 Government	grants	up	$3.7	million	(10.5%)
•	 Private	grants,	gifts	and	bequests	up	$6	million	(29.4%)

Audited 2007-2008 Financial Statement available at www.Pacific.edu/finance
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2008 Revenue

 Net Tuition and Fees    $163 M (57%)
 Government Contracts  

and Grants            $39 M (13%)
 Private Grants/Gifts       $26 M (9%)
 Auxiliary Expenses        $26 M (9%)
 Investments               $15 M (5%)
 Dental Clinic               $12 M (4%)
 Other                        $5 M (3%)

Total    .    .    .    .    .    .   $286 M

 Instruction               $113 M (41%)
 Sponsored Programs     $36 M (13%)
 Auxiliaries                 $26 M (10%)
 Academic Support        $21 M (8%)
 Plant Operations and  

Maintenance           $17 M (6%)
 Student Services          $16 M (6%)
 Depreciation and  

Amortization           $12 M (5%)
 General Administration    $12 M (4%)
 Fundraising Activities      $9 M (3%)
 Interest                     $6 M (2%)
 Student Aid                 $2 M (1%)

Total    .    .    .    .    .    .   $270 M

2008 Expenditures

Endowment
Investments decreased along with the decline of the financial market,  
from $220 million to $209 million. However, the endowment still contributed  
a	record	$8.5	million	to	University	operations	—	a	4.5%	spending	rate.		

2008-09 Student Profile

Percentages may not add up to 100% where students do not 
provide data. 

Undergraduates                                           3,457
Graduates                                                   572
First Professional                                           650
Sacramento                                               1,060
San Francisco                                               512
Total                                                       6,251

Average High School GPA                                 3 46
Average SAT                                                1161
Top 10% of High School Class                              39%

Male/Female                                             44/56

Caucasian                                                   35%
Asian/Pacific Islander                                       34%
Hispanic                                                      11%
Black                                                                             4%
American Indian/Alaskan Native                             1%

 College of the Pacific  26%
 Pharmacy and  

Health Sciences      20%
 Law                       17%
 Dentistry                   9%
 Business                   9%
 Engineering and  

Computer Science     7%
 Education                   5%
 Conservatory              3%
 International Studies       2%
 Undecided/other          2%

Enrollment by Academic Area

 Northern California       62%
 Southern California       18%
 Out of state               12%
 International                4%

Geographic Origin
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Contacts
Stockton
General Information 209.946.2285 www.pacific.edu

Office of the President 209.946.2222

University Advancement 209.946.2130

Pacific Fund 209.946.2500

Pacific Alumni Association 209.946.2391 www.pacificalumni.org

Athletics 209.946.2472 www.pacifictigers.com

Sacramento
Pacific McGeorge School of Law 916.739.7169 www.mcgeorge.edu

Institutional Advancement 916.739.7300

Alumni Association, Sacramento 916.739.7141

San Francisco
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry 415.929.6400 www.dental.pacific.edu

Institutional Advancement 415.929.6431

Alumni Association, San Francisco 415.929.6423

Every effort has been made to provide accurate information.  
If you discover errors or omissions, please contact Donor Relations  
at 209.946.2996 so our records can be updated. 

Biological Sciences Center
A new state-of-the-art teaching and research facility housing Pacific’s most  
popular undergraduate major opened for classes with the fall term. The two-story,  
60,000-square-foot Biological Sciences Center provides valuable teaching and 
research space for up to 1,000 students each year. The Center features a 178-seat 
auditorium and a 96-seat classroom, both with automated projection screens, 
adjustable whiteboards and sophisticated sound systems. There are also 10 
additional teaching laboratories and wireless internet throughout. Each faculty 
member has private, secure research lab space, which facilitates close collaboration 
on research projects between professors and students. 

Doing Our Part
In order to steward University funds, donor contributions and our natural resources,  
University of the Pacific has reduced the size and weight of the 2008-09 President’s Report  
and Honor Roll of Donors. This report uses less paper and ink, and costs less to print and mail, 
than in previous years. It was printed on paper containing 10% post-consumer waste by a local 
printer certified by the Forest Stewardship Council for its green printing processes. 
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