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April 22, 2016 

 

 Dear Board; 

 

Anticipation is high at University of the Pacific as we prepare to host the United 

States Senate debate on our Stockton campus on April 25. With Senator Boxer 

retiring, California is experiencing the first real horserace in a US Senate election 

in over two decades. The fact that University of the Pacific is a sponsor of the 

debate will bring the attention of over a million Californians to University of the 

Pacific and how we are shaping the future of our state. 

 

Our debate co-sponsors, KCRA Sacramento and the San Francisco Chronicle, 

approached Pacific as a partner for several strategic reasons. They cited our role as 

the leading higher education institution in the Central Valley, one of California’s 

most important regions moving forward. Our diverse student population mirrors 

California’s electorate and our commitment to educating first-generation and Pell-

eligible students also motivated them to choose Pacific. What is more, we are a 

University that spans three of Northern California’s most important cities, 

including our co-sponsors’ own Sacramento and San Francisco markets. Hosting 

the debate will certainly heighten the University’s visibility across the state – 

$75,000+ worth of free advertising will help! – but more importantly, being chosen 

to convene this discussion about our nation’s and our state’s future indicates how 

strong Pacific’s reputation already is. It demonstrates that our mission and vision 

are deeply aligned with the needs of our state, and underscores the power of a 

Pacific education on our students’ lives and our communities’ wellbeing. 

 

We have important work to do at this Board meeting to continue to advance the 

mission, vision and reputation of University of the Pacific. We will hold a 

substantive plenary discussion about the future of health education, a key area of 

our strategic vision. As recent conversations with Kaiser Permanente have 

confirmed, Pacific’s holistic approach to education puts us in a unique position to 

educate tomorrow’s health-related workforce. I look forward to discussing health 

trends and their implications for higher education with you.  

 

We will also highlight new academic programs on our Sacramento campus, and 

talk about our vision and capacity in Sacramento moving forward. We are already 

having great success on the new campus; we are delighted, for example, that our 

Physician Assistant program has attracted more than 2,000 applications many 

months before its planned launch. Please consider attending the optional tour of 

our Physician Assistant facilities at the conclusion of the meeting. 
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As always, I am struck by how much we accomplish in such a concentrated time 

when we convene, and by how much the University depends on your wisdom and 

leadership. I thank you very much for your commitment and your help as we serve 

California’s students and guide Pacific forward.  

 

By the time we convene for our Board meeting, five candidates for United States 

Senator will have assembled on a platform at University of the Pacific to present 

their vision for the future to millions of Californians. The eyes of the entire state 

will be focused on our fine institution, and I could not be prouder or more 

confident that the attention is richly deserved. 

 

Best regards, 
 
 
 
Pamela A. Eibeck, PhD 
President 
 
  


