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April 3, 2015 

 
 Dear Regents: 
 

In the past few months, Pacific’s service to Sacramento and our progress toward our 
three-city vision have taken off.  
 
Pacific has deep roots in Sacramento, thanks to McGeorge School of Law’s ninety-
year history in the city. We have prepared generations of practice-ready lawyers who 
have established themselves as leaders in the legal, policy, government, judicial and 
business communities in Sacramento.   
 
The Sacramento region is charting a strong future, and they regard higher education 
as key to that future. The metropolitan region is seeking to expand its economic 
strength in health, education, and technology. Downtown Sacramento is going 
through a renaissance thanks to construction of the new Kings Arena not far from 
our campus in Oak Park. The city is also more than just a vibrant metropolitan area – 
it is the capital city of the world’s eighth-largest economy and the government and 
policy center for California. Sacramento is turning to its public and private institutions 
of higher education to help make this future happen. 
 
Hence the city was abuzz when the Sacramento Business Journal reported that 
University of the Pacific is planning to expand our presence in Sacramento through a 
robust graduate campus offering programs oriented to the needs of the region, 
especially at the intersection of law, policy, business and health.   
 
The McGeorge School of Law will continue to be an asset to the region by offering 
an exceptional education for the 21st-century legal practitioner, with a focus on 
relevance to the capital region.  McGeorge graduates will be prepared to practice in 
the dynamically-changing legal profession. They will have exceptional capital 
lawyering skills, and will also provide the legal counsel businesses need, especially in 
the areas of health law and water law. The innovative Master of Science in Law will 
serve the growing need for legal expertise for professionals who are not lawyers, from 
business leaders to those in the government sector. McGeorge will become the best 
option for law students in our niche area. 
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The plans for our Sacramento Graduate Campus are taking shape, building upon the 
foundation McGeorge has established in the region. New programs will be ready to 
launch in Fall 2016, including the Board-approved new Physician Assistant program. 
At this Board meeting, we are seeking approval for two additional new degree 
programs:  Master of Public Policy and Master of Public Administration.  Plans 
include additional graduate degree programs in health and business, and expanding 
the scope of the Center for Business and Policy Research (previously known as the 
Business Forecasting Center) in the Sacramento community. The campus that has 
housed McGeorge for so many decades will be vibrant yet again, with a dynamic set 
of students and degree programs that will bring value to the region. 
 
An unusual opportunity to speed up our plans for Sacramento came with the 
announcement that Drexel University is closing its Sacramento operations. Pacific is 
helping Drexel complete its graduate degree programs in Sacramento and will 
continue to offer some of these programs on our graduate Sacramento campus. 
Drexel, a fine institution based in Philadelphia, has educated approximately 450 
graduate students in California in graduate programs that would complement our 
planned portfolio of programs. Our goal is to create a win-win-win situation where 
we help Drexel fulfill their commitment to their Sacramento students, we accelerate 
our own plans for a Sacramento Graduate Campus, and we reassure the metropolitan 
region that a well-respected local private university will provide continuity and growth 
in graduate offerings that enrich the region. 
 
Thank you for your guidance and strategic insights, especially last January, in helping 
us craft these plans for Sacramento. We look forward to putting the plans into action. 
Of course, a great deal of Regent time, attention, expertise and financial support has 
been given in recent years to plan and develop Pacific’s progress in San Francisco.  
Our new SF campus enhances the clinical education that our dental students are 
receiving in the new state-of-the-art dental school.  And the new programs which the 
Board has approved for San Francisco are ready to launch and welcome their first 
students this coming fall. 
 
With this tremendous momentum on our urban campuses, Pacific is well on its way 
to becoming a critically important private university in three of Northern California’s 
most important cities.   
 
Best; 
 
 
Pamela A. Eibeck, PhD 
President 
 
  


