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January 2013 
 
 
Dear Board; 
 
Our January Board meeting presents an opportunity to pause and reflect on the two 
great friends of Pacific that we recently lost.  Dave Brubeck and Jeannette Powell 
were revered members of the Pacific family.  They were inspirations to all of us in 
the principled ways they lived their lives, their tremendous generosity, and their 
deep commitment to University of the Pacific. 
 
Dave Brubeck ’42 was a legend: he transformed music forever, bringing his 
creativity and innovation to jazz and later to symphonic works to touch people 
around the world.  He was deeply dedicated to promoting his ideals, from 
creativity and social justice to hard work and love of family.  He and his life’s 
partner, Iola Whitlock Brubeck ’45, cared deeply for their alma mater, and 
bestowed on us the greatest gift they could give, the honor of housing the Brubeck 
collection and, with it, the Brubeck Institute.   
 
Together with her husband, Bob, Regent Jeannette Powell also devoted her life to 
creativity and the arts.  Jeannette and Bob Powell transformed the Sacramento 
region with elegant spaces for living that reflected their commitment to quality, 
beauty, and the environment.  Jeannette’s passion and talent for art and design led 
to her influential work as an interior designer and as an arts philanthropist.  Bob 
and Jeannette adopted University of the Pacific as their own, and the legacy the 
Powell’s left at Pacific will be transformational.  From our campus beauty, to the 
superb Powell Scholars program, to the new scholarships that will help our future 
students, the effects of Jeannette’s and Bob’s philanthropy will enhance Pacific in 
perpetuity.  
 
The Pacific family mourns the loss of these two icons.  
 
We hope you will consider joining us as we honor Dave Brubeck during the annual 
Brubeck Festival hosted by the Brubeck Institute March 18–23, 2013.  Wynton 
Marsalis will join us in a tribute to Dave on Friday, March 22nd, at the Bob Hope 
Theater. There will also be an important tribute evening on Saturday, March 23rd, 
at the Faye Spanos Concert Hall.  A program of Dave's sacred works will be 
followed by a performance by the Brubeck Brothers Quartet, featuring Chris and 
Dan Brubeck.  
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We will honor Regent Powell, remembering Jeannette and celebrating the Powells’ 
dedication to Pacific, at our Thursday Board of Regents’ dinner.  President 
Emeritus Don and Karen DeRosa, Hayne Moyer and other close associates of the 
Powells, along with other former Regents and their spouses, will join us for this 
occasion. 
 
Thank you for providing your wisdom and leadership as we shape Pacific’s next 
chapters.  Our strength and future are shaped by our alumni and generous friends.  
The generosity and commitment of Dave Brubeck and Jeannette Powell to 
University of the Pacific has shaped who we are right now, and transformed who 
we will become.  Their spirit will live on in our Board, and in our faculty, students, 
staff and alumni.  
 
Best regards,   
 
 
 
Pamela A. Eibeck 
President 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


