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By Roger Phillips
Record Staff Writer

STOCKTON  — Friday 
mornings are reserved for 
“Coffee with Kimberly” at the 
downtown storefront head-
quarters of Stockton licensed 
clinical therapist Kimberly 
Warmsley.

Anyone can stop by to 
share their feelings with the 
42-year-old Warmsley, as
three women happened to do 
this past Friday.

“I’m all about healing and 
providing service to the com-
munity,” Warmsley said.

But what her Friday coffee 
drinkers might not know 
when they leave is that 
they may have just spent 
their morning with a future 
member of Stockton’s City 
Council.

W a r m s l e y  a n n o u n c e d 
her candidacy recently on 
Facebook.

She has spent the past two 
years serving as the planning 
commissioner for District 6 
Councilman Jesus Andrade. 
When Andrade announced 
he was running for the state 
Senate in 2020, Warmsley 
decided to run for the City 
Council.

“I just felt like, ‘Hey, I’ve 
been in the community, 
I’m from the community, 
I’ve been doing the work, 
w h y  n o t ? ’  ”  W a r m s l e y 
said. “District 6 and south 
Stockton are near and dear to 
my heart. I grew up there. I’m 
a product of there. I evolved 
from there.”

Andrade said, “She grew 
up in the district. She knows 
it well enough to run. I wish 
her the best in her campaign.”

Much of how Warmsley 
views the world comes from 
her parents.

She watched her mother, 
S a r a h  F l o w e r s ,  d e v o t e 
her time to working to 
decrease the infant mortal-
ity rate among black babies. 
W a r m s l e y  w a t c h e d  h e r 
father, Murphy Warmsley, 
struggle for years with the 
demons he brought back with 
him from his time in Vietnam.

Of her mother, Warmsley 
said, “She’s always taught me 
to stand up for what I believe 
in.”

She said of her father, “I 
know my dad had flash-
backs about what he saw 
in Vietnam.” And today, 
Warmsley said she devotes a 
good portion of her working 
time to helping veterans in 
Stockton.

Warmsley said as a council-
member, she would not only 
give her constituents “a seat 
at the table” but would let 
them “be the table.”

“We need to come together 
as a community and push for 
what the community will 
most benefit from, and not 
be arguing,” she said. “As a 
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By Bob Highfill
Record Staff Writer

STOCKTON — Inspiration 
through recognition.

That was the goal for 
the 2019 Beautiful Yards 
R e c o g n i t i o n  A w a r d s . 
On Saturday, volunteers 
scoured several neighbor-
hoods in Stockton looking 
for the most attractive front 
yards. The residents of the 
selected residences were 
presented with a yard sign 
to display. The idea was 
to reward people who take 
pride in the appearance of 
their home and perhaps 
motivate their neighbors to 
do the same.

“I just try to keep it up,” 
said Antonia Torrez, whose 
home on Fourth Street in 
south Stockton, where 

she’s lived since 1964, was 
selected. “I wish everybody 

else would do the same.”
Students from Chavez 

High School’s Peer Leaders 
Uniting Students program 
were the judges in Torrez’s 
neighborhood. Summer 
LaBass, one of the students, 
lives down the street from 
Torrez.

“A lot of times people 
think about south side as like 
a really run-down neigh-
borhood, there aren’t a lot 
of nice houses in it,” said 
LaBass, a senior. “I thought 
it would be interesting to 
drive around and showcase 
some of the people that do 
take pride in how their house 
looks in their community.”

LaBass said her home has 
a lot of plants and trees and 
needed a little touch up to 
win a yard sign. Maybe next 
year.

Showstopping ’scapes honored 
with Beautiful Yards awards

Stockton fi re Capt. Matt Ulrich, right, gives a sign to Sheri 
Midgley as a part of the San Joaquin County District 1 Beautiful 
Yard Recognition Awards. In 2004, Midgley purchased the historic 
Stewart home built in 1928, and has azaleas, roses, hedges and a 
nice lawn. [CLIFFORD OTO/THE RECORD]

New year off  to a roaring start at Pacifi c

ABOVE: University of the 
Pacifi c freshmen and 
transfer students leave 
the Faye Spanos Concert 
Hall on Stockton campus 
under a shower of orange 
and black confetti after 
Saturday’s convocation, 
part of the 17th annual 
Tiger Roar welcoming 
rally. It’s Week of 
Welcome at the university 
as students gear up the 
start of school, and the 
Tiger Roar is a capstone 
event that has become 
a tradition to welcome 
incoming students as 
they begin college life at 
Pacifi c. 
RIGHT: Members of the 
University of the Pacifi c 
Pep Band play during 
Saturday’s annual Tiger 
Roar welcoming rally. 

[PHOTOS BY CLIFFORD OTO/

THE RECORD]

By Kevin Valine, 
Marijke Rowland 
and John Holland
The Modesto Bee

MODESTO — While orga-
nizers of Saturday’s straight 
pride rally in Modesto had 
envisioned an event that 
would draw several hundred 
people, the rally turned out to 
be a few dozen people gath-
ered in a barn, which was cut 
short by the venue’s owner, 
followed by a protest in front 
of Planned Parenthood, 
which was closed.

The events staged in oppo-
sition of the rally drew far 
more, including the roughly 
250 people who attended 
a Friday vigil at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church to cele-
brate Modesto’s diversity and 
another roughly 250 people 
who gathered at a central 
Modesto park on Saturday 
morning for speeches and a 
counterprotest.

M o d e s t o  C o u n c i l m a n 
Mani Grewal was among 
several elected officials who 
spoke at the park, including 
Stockton Assemblywoman 

Susan Talamantes Eggman 
and Tracy Councilman Dan 
Arriola, saying the assembled 
crowd of people of all sexual 
orientations, faiths, races and 
ages represents the Modesto 
he knows and loves.

“For every step someone 
takes to come and divide 
our community, spread 
hatred, spread bigotry this 
many people are standing on 
guard to make sure it doesn’t 
happen with thousands 
more,” Grewal said to cheers 
and applause.

But that didn’t mean there 

weren’t heated words at 
times.

The straight pride pro-
testers in front of Planned 
Parenthood were met by 
the counterprotesters from 
the park at about 1 p.m. 
Counterprotesters chanted 
to drown out the straight 
pride protesters. Police said 
there were about 200 people 
at the Planned Parenthood 
protest. That included about 
20 straight pride supporters 
carrying signs and banners.

Some two dozen police 
officers were on hand to keep 

the peace while allowing pro-
testers and counterprotesters 
to respectfully express their 
rights to free speech and 
assembly. There also was a 
contingent of officers and 
sheriff’s deputies on horses, 
who were outfitted in protec-
tive eyewear.

“We would like to thank 
them for remaining peaceful 
and expressing themselves 
in a respectful manner while 
embracing our communi-
ty’s diversity,” the Modesto 

Protesters outnumber straight pride supporters at Modesto rally
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