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Col. Caroline (Bolls) Miller ’90 COP 
Unexpected turn to an outstanding career

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

As she was graduating from high school near Elmendorf Air Force 
Base in Alaska where her father was stationed, Caroline Miller 
’90 wasn’t planning to seek out a military career. 

Little did she know, less than a decade later she would be back 
there as a green 2nd Lieutenant on her first assignment, just 
beginning a distinguished military career that has taken her to 
Qatar and across the United States, from Alaska to Washington, 
D.C., and points in between.

When it came time to look for colleges, Miller decided to focus on 
California since her parents were planning to retire in Southern 
California. Their tour of college campuses included University of 
the Pacific, which turned out to be a perfect fit for Miller.

“I loved the campus, how it looked and how it felt,” said Miller. 
“It was so family oriented.” 

She began as a bio-chemistry major but discovered an 
interest in experimental psychology while taking courses 
with late psychology professor Doug Matheson, and 
ended up switching her major. 

After Pacific, where Miller was active in the Delta Delta 
Delta sorority, she went on to earn a master’s degree in 
experimental psychology from American University in 
Washington, D.C. After working in a research lab at 
Walter Reed Medical Center, she decided pursue 
a different career path. That was when her 
thoughts turned to the military. She 
entered Officer’s training school at age 
26 and never looked back. 

Since then Miller has been on 
a rising trajectory of increasing 
responsibility and leadership, 
achieving the rank of colonel in 
October 2013. Today, Miller is the 
Commander of the 633rd Air Base 
Wing at Joint Base Langley-Eustis 
(JBLE) in Virginia, the longest open 

active duty Air Force installation. She commands three groups, 
providing installation support to more than 18,000 Air Force and 
Army personnel, and is also responsible for providing mission-
ready airmen supporting combat operations worldwide. 

Her previous assignment was at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar as 
commander of the 379th Expeditionary Mission Support Group, 
the Air Force’s largest air expeditionary wing. They went into 
surge operations in Afghanistan and supported early anti-ISIS 
efforts in Syria, among other efforts.

Miller, who has held posts at JBLE on two previous occasions, 
said she feels privileged to be back at this time, as the base 
celebrated its 100th anniversary this year. 

At its essence, she says, the military is about its people and 
bringing them together from different backgrounds and parts of 

the nation. That’s where Miller says her background 
in psychology has served her well. Leading both 
Army and Air Force troops, she has to understand 

each mission from both the Army and Air Force 
perspective, and works with troops to help them 
both prepare for and return from combat. 

And while Miller never expected to end up 
in the military, today she is a strong 
advocate for that career path.

“I see the opportunities for young 
people to learn a skill, to learn 

leadership and teamwork. 
To be exposed to people 
from different backgrounds 
and cultures and learn how 
to work together. To be a 
part of something bigger 
than themselves,” she said. 
“And the the camaraderie 
is something that lasts 
forever.”
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Pacific Alumni Association 
Leadership at its best

Through alumni leadership,  
the members of the board 
provide support for the  
university, its students and alumni.

2016–17 Pacific Alumni Association Officers
President: Janice Magdich ’79 COP, ’96 LAW
President-Elect: Tim O’Neill ’78, ’91 COP
Past President: Jennifer (Banks) Svihus ’87 COP
Vice President: Adam Ellison ’08 COP
Vice President: Erin (Westfall) Mettler ’01 COP
Vice President: Mary Pietanza ’86 BUS
Vice President: Grant Reeder ’86 BUS
Vice President: Waqar Rizvi ’02 BUS
Vice President: Anne (Cover) Teutsch ’85 BUS

Board of Directors
Greg Aghazarian ’93 LAW
Kim Austin ’90 COP
Wyatt Bacon ’17 COP
James E. Collins ’81 BUS
Ned Collins ’97 SIS
Amber Darby ’12 COP
Ashton E. Datcher ’12 COP
Margaret (Peers) Frederickson ’77 PHS
David Frings ’02 BUS
Scott Gerbert ’90 COP
Shanti (Patching) Halter ’01 LAW

Allan Hardcastle ’77 COP, ’79 LAW
Carol Hirota ’77, ’79 COP
Matt Hoffman ’03 ENG
Venilde Jeronimo ’90 SIS
Brett Kaufman ’06 BUS
Dick McClure ’78 COP
Danna (Baldwin) Moreno ’74 ECC
LaNor (Miller) Smith ’86, ’87 COP
Julian Toro Solis ’08 COP, ’10 EDU
Max Vargas ’09 COP, ’16 LAW
Mark Zuffo ’82 BUS

Alumni and friends, 
I am honored to serve as the new president of the Pacific Alumni Association. This 

is an incredibly dynamic time to be involved with University of the Pacific—as more 
than 1,100 alumni and parents discovered when they returned to the Stockton Campus 
for Homecoming in October.

During my tenure, I would like to ask each of you, as alumni, to do just one thing: 
Come back. Come back to see, hear and experience the atmosphere of your alma mater.

Come back to see the beauty of the Stockton campus, from the brick-lined walks 
and ivy covered buildings to the construction under way on new buildings and 
facilities. Come back to hear the familiar chimes greet the hour from Burns Tower, 
or the students cheer on our Tiger athletes.

Come back and experience the energy of our San Francisco Campus. Come back 
and see how Pacific has expanded our presence in the Sacramento community.

Come back to feel the pride that the newest students on our three campuses have 
to be part of the Pacific family.

Come back because it is still your university, and there has never been a better time 
to renew your pride in all that Pacific represents to our local communities, to the 
nation and—with the extended travel and accomplishments of our alumni and 
students—to the world. If it’s been a while, let us know you’re coming and we’ll 
welcome you back to celebrate 165 years of Tiger pride!

After you experience all of that, I dare you not to get involved. You just can’t help yourself. 

On July 1, a new slate of Pacific Alumni Association officers and board members 
began their terms of service. In addition to myself, the officers are Past President 
Jennifer (Banks) Svihus ’87 COP, President Elect Tim O’Neill ’78, ’91 COP, and 
Vice Presidents Mary Pietanza ’86 BUS, Erin (Westfall) Mettler ’01 COP, Waqar 
Rizvi ’02 BUS, Adam Ellison ’08 COP, Anne (Cover) Teutsch ’85 BUS, and Grant 
Reeder ’86 BUS. New board members are: Greg Aghazarian ’93 LAW, Amber Darby 
’12 COP, David Frings ’02 BUS, Brett Kaufman ’06 BUS, and Mark Zuffo ’82 BUS. 
I thank each of them and our entire board for their commitment to the University.

Our Alumni Association is only as strong as the sum of its parts. We are all Tigers, 
and we stand more than 68,000 strong. That’s an impressive number when we work 
together. You have a dedicated Board of Directors, poised to serve your interests. Let 
us know what you see, hear and feel about Pacific, and we’ll do our best to represent you.

I look forward to seeing you over the next two years, whether on the Stockton, San 
Francisco or Sacramento campus, and celebrating our shared love of University of 
the Pacific.

Pacific — three campuses, one university!

Best Regards, 
Janice D. Magdich ’79 COP, ’96 LAW 
President, Pacific Alumni Association

Janice Magdich ’79 COP, ’96 LAW
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Meet • Mingle • Mentor

San Joaquin Club — On Sept. 1, the San Joaquin 
Alumni Club met in Raymond Great Hall and 
enjoyed a pizza dinner with students from the 
Latino Outreach Program. Attendees donated 
several bags of non-perishable items for the Pacific 
Food Pantry, which serves Pacific community 
members who are in need.

Ju
ly

 

Black Alumni Club — The Black Alumni Club enjoyed 
a pre-show mixer with black alumni from UC Davis and 
Sacramento State before going to hear Shalamar Reloaded 
featuring Jody Watley at the California State Fair in 
Sacramento on July 11.  
Featured in this photo with the band is alumna Pam Gibbs ’92 COP.

Sacramento Club — Sacramento-area 
alumni enjoyed a hot summer night and 
appetizers and drinks at Swabbies on the 
River at a July 21 gathering. 

August
Latino and Sacramento Clubs  
On Aug. 20, alumni from the Latino and 
Sacramento clubs enjoyed a night of soccer 
under the lights at Bonney Field for the 
Sacramento Republic FC game on Aug. 20.

Se
pt

em
be

r East Bay Club — The East Bay Alumni Club met 
at the Oakland Museum of California to tour various 
exhibits and enjoyed food truck fare and music during 
the “Friday Nights at OMCA.”
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Happy Birthday,  
Alex and Jeri Vereschagin  
Alumni House 

Pacific’s alumni house celebrated its first five years with a 
reception on Aug. 28 attended by members of the alumni 
association board, alumni house donors and university 
administration.

Since its opening in 2011, the Vereschagin Alumni House has 
become an exceptional resource for Pacific. Thousands of 
alumni and community members have attended functions at the 
facility, not including casual “drop in” visits, which number in the 
hundreds each year. 

Funded almost entirely by alumni donations, the house displays 
memorabilia from outstanding alumni and provides inspiration to 
current and prospective students. 

The alumni house is named  
in honor of lead donors  
Alex ’57 and the late Jeri ’57 
Vereschagin. An effort to build 
an endowment to maintain 
the house is underway.

Thank you to our families who helped make the 
return of Pacific Family Camp a complete success.
From great conversations to new activities, 12 families made the 
weekend at Silver Lake unforgettable and fun. We can’t wait to 
see you next summer! 

Save the date for Pacific Family Camp 2017: August 4–6.

Tour de Franz is in the books
Former Pacific Alumni Association President Franz Vaiarello ’74 and 

his ride coordinator Steve Covell ’71 traveled all the way from the Pacific 
to Pacific! Vaiarello, riding on his bicycle, and Covell, following behind 
in his pickup truck with extra tires, water, food, and supplies, departed 
Aptos on the Pacific Coast at 4:30 am on Thursday, Oct. 13. 

When they arrived on campus at Pacific at 6:30 pm that evening, 
they had traveled 155 miles, climbed to the top of 4,190-foot Mt. 
Hamilton, and gained nearly 11,000 feet in elevation. The only 
casualties were two flat tires and a very sore back. 

To date, the Tour de Franz has raised well over $4,000 for a 
scholarship benefiting Pacific student athletes.

It is not to late to donate and thank Vaiarello and Covell for this 
monumental effort. 

Visit go.Pacific.edu/TourdeFranz and make your thank-you gift.

Pacific Family Camp, redux

“I am looking forward to next year. It’s a nice  
family getaway where we can also meet and get to 
know other Pacific families. It brings back memories 
from my college days and Feather River Camp.” 
—Cindy Funderburk ’96 COP
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2017 Trips

For more information on this and  
upcoming trips, visit  

PacificAlumni.org/Travel
                                     or

contact Kelli (Williams) Page ’87  
866.575.7229 (toll-free) 

kpage@pacific.edu

Oregon Shakespeare Festival
June 2–5, 2017

English Professor Courtney Lehmann will 
lead a merry band of alumni, parents 
and friends to the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival in Ashland in this popular trek. 
Theater-goers will enjoy up to five plays, 
choosing from Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar and Henry IV, Part One, as well 
as Mojada: A Medea in Los Angeles, 
Shakespeare in Love, and UniSon. 
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Pacific’s free customized mobile app, powered by  
Valor Connect, puts alumni networking, mentoring  
and other opportunities in the palm of your hand

Swipe. Match. Chat. It’s that easy.

Connect with other alumni • find a mentor  
• offer or receive advice • learn about exclusive 
networking events, and more…

The Pacific community is available to our alumni, 
parents and current students. 

Find out more about this powerful tool at  
go.Pacific.edu/TigerConnect

Get the app from the App Store or Google Play

Factoids: 
75% of career opportunities landed through connections 
95% of alumni would rather hire fellow alumni

Networking in a Swipe 

Join the growing  
Tiger-to-Tiger network
with VALOR CONNECT app 

Read up and listen in
The new Pacific Online Book Club 
connects alumni through a virtual 
book group and online discussion. 
Hosted by a faculty member, the book club begins 
with a prerecorded conversation available online 
with the book’s author and a faculty presenter. 

The inaugural book pick is Wintering:  
A Novel of Sylvia Plath by 
Kate Moses ’84. 

Listen in as English 
Professor Courtney 
Lehmann and the author 
discuss the book. 

Listen on iTunes 
or Sound Cloud **  
(CREATE SHORT 
URL) and let us know 
what you think. 

Send questions to 
Moses at pacificalumni@pacific.edu.

** link - https://soundcloud.com/uopacific/august-2016-
pacific-online-book-club-wintering
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Three current and former faculty members were honored for their 
lifelong mentoring of students and alumni at the Pacific Alumni 
Association’s annual Faculty Mentor Awards luncheon on Nov. 13. 
Recipients of the 2016 Faculty Mentor Award were Amy Scott Brown, 
associate professor of education; Maurice McCullen, professor 
emeritus of English; and Willard Price, professor emeritus of business.  

“They have proven to be invaluable assets to the university 
community in their roles as mentors, advisers, and spokespersons for 
the university’s mission of preparing individuals for lasting 
achievement and responsible leadership,” said Janice Magdich ’79, ’96, 
Pacific Alumni Association president.

Amy Scott Brown is an associate professor of educational and 
school psychology in the Gladys L. Benerd School of Education. She 
earned her master’s degree and doctorate in educational psychology 
at Arizona State University and a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and religious studies at UC Berkeley. One of her former students, 
Amy Burns ’14, nominated her for the award, noting that Brown is 
“always going out of her way” to support students and help them 
find fieldwork and internship placements that match their interests, 
and stays connected with them long after graduation.

Recognizing those who

Faculty Mentor Awards

teach, mentor and inspire
Emeritus professor Maurice McCullen, a scholar of Dickens and 

Thackeray, was a member of the College of the Pacific English 
department from 1970 to 2002. In nominating McCullen for the 
award, former student Kim Austin ’90, now a marketing manager 
at Cisco Systems, praised his efforts to connect students with 
on-campus jobs and internships as well as jobs in the local community. 
“He gave students the courage to change career paths,” she wrote. 
“He recognized the potential in students.” 

Emeritus professor Willard Price taught operations management 
and engineering management courses and served as a member of the 
Eberhardt School of Business faculty for 34 years. Former Tiger golf 
standout Byron Meth ’15 recalled Price as a demanding professor 
who made coursework relevant and fun. 
Another former student, Willa (Kathy) 
King-Harris ’88, remembered Price as 
a great influence and inspiration. “He 
has made a lifelong commitment to 
students,” she wrote. 
To nominate a faculty member  
for the 2017 awards, visit  
PacificAlumni.org/FMAnominate.

Award winners:Maurice McCullen, Amy Scott Brown and Willard Price
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Save the Date 
October 20–22

Homecoming 2017

2016

Alumni from the Half-Century Club 
to the Class of 2006 reunited along 
with Black Alumni Club, Phi Delta 
Theta, Phi Delta Chi, Pi Kappa 
Alpha and Rhizomia alumni to  
renew auld acquaintances and 
create new memories.

Early fall rain did not dampen the fun or spirits 
of the more than 1,100 alumni and parents 
who joined students for the 2016 Homecoming 
Weekend. Pacific celebrated its 165th birthday 
with an all-campus lunch.

The always-popular Taste of Pacific 
and other outdoor events moved 
indoors to keep the party going. 
Brubeck Festival concerts featured 
Carmen Bradford and the Dan 
Brubeck Quartet.

The Tiger Rally and Food 
Truck Frenzy, not to mention 
the performances, faculty 
demonstrations, sporting events 
and much more made for a 
weekend packed with fun.

Jordan Briggs ’17 and  
Jessica Drachenberg ’17 
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ON SCHEDULE

Calendar.Pacific.eduFind more information and events at 

December

January

Mar 3

Gender, Race and  
Technology
Gender Studies Student  
Research Conference

118th Annual  
Alumni Meeting of  
Arthur A. Dugoni  
School of Dentistry
Intercontinental Hotel,  
San Francisco

Dec 1

Trio 180 
Resident Artist Series

Dec 9

Pacific Choral Ensembles
Holiday concert

Dec 10

Men’s and Women’s  
Basketball Doubleheader
Women’s team vs. Fresno

Men’s team vs. Rider in game 2  
of the Gotham Classic

Stockton Arena

Through Jan. 8

Exhibit: Dave Brubeck:  
Jazz Ambassador
Haggin Museum, Stockton

Jan 29

Student Financial Aid and  
College Awareness Workshop

Feb 10 

An Evening with LeCrae
Black History Month

go.Pacific.edu/BlackHistory

Feb. 18

Women’s Basketball vs. Gonzaga

Feb. 26

University Symphony Orchestra

March
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75th Anniversary

Attention alumni of the  
Bishop’s Scholars program,  
religious studies or others involved in 
Methodist programs and religious life: 
We’re looking to reconnect with you! 
Share your stories and let us know 
where life has taken you.  
MorrisChapel@Pacific.edu

Plan to join us April 21–23, 2017
Help us celebrate the 75th anniversary of this iconic place that has played an  

important role in the lives of so many from Pacific and the greater Stockton communities.

Friday—Celebration service and dinner and historical presentations | Saturday—Open House  
Sunday—Worship service by Central United Methodist Church with Bishop Carcaño

Your story is part of our story. Were you married in Morris Chapel?  
Do you have a fond memory of a chapel service, event or speaker?

Contact: MorrisChapel@Pacific.edu  |   #morrischapel75
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Distinguished Professional Service 

Gerald Griffin ’71 PHS 
Brigadier General (Ret.),  

United States Army Medical Corp

Distinguished Public Service Award

Consuelo Callahan ’75 LAW 
Circuit judge,  

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 

Medallion of Excellence 

Kathleen Lagorio Janssen ’68 EDU 
CEO of the Lagorio Family of Companies,  

trustee of the Janssen-Lagorio Family Foundation,  
Pacific regent and benefactor

Honorary Alumni  

Patrick Cavanaugh 
Served 17 years as vice president for business and finance 

at University of the Pacific 

Dean Janssen
Owner, Lagorio Enterprises, trustee of the  

Janssen-Lagorio Family Foundation, Pacific benefactor

Outstanding Family 

Reinelt-Payne Family 
Eleven direct family members have attended or  
are currently attending University of the Pacific

Congratulations 
to our Distinguished Alumni

Celebrate the 2017 winners January 28, 2017
PacificAlumni.org/Awards
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