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Campus Happenings

Beyond our Gates
Presidential Forums on Community Engagement

On December 3, president eibeck announced a major new 
series of community forums, called “Beyond Our gates... into 
the Community.” Organized by pacific’s Jacoby Center for 
public service and Civic Leadership, the forums are half-day 
meetings in which university representatives and community 
leaders discuss critical issues affecting the greater stockton area 
and explore how the university can work with the surrounding 
community to tackle those problems. 

Topics of discussion are healthcare; the economy and the social 
safety net; energy and the environment; education and how to 
train and retain future citizens; and arts and culture. 

“The futures of stockton and pacific are intertwined: 
stockton’s successes help the university, and pacific’s strengths 
benefit the community,” said president eibeck. “These forums 

deMystifyinG Medicare Part d
Pacific Pharmacy Students to the Rescue 

will focus on some of the tough challenges that have dominated 
dialogue here for decades and help us create a road map to tackle 
our priority issues with long-term, meaningful partnerships  
and initiatives.”

The first event on January 13, focused on healthcare concerns. 
Representatives from pacific’s health-related programs on all 
three campuses engaged in discussion with a community panel, 
with time for questions from the audience. The second event, 
held in downtown stockton, focused on economic issues.  
The remaining forums will be held monthly through may. 
Feedback received will be compiled into a report that will be 
presented to the community in fall 2010. To find out more,  
visit www.BeyondOurgates.org. 

in november, pacific 
pharmacy students conducted 
11 different community 
outreach events in seven 
cities to assist individuals 
on medicare to enroll into 
the appropriate medicare 
prescription drug plan. They 
also provided translation 
services for Vietnamese, 
mandarin, Cantonese, spanish 
and Korean, among other 
languages.

students assisted around 
300 medicare beneficiaries, 
saving them thousands of 
dollars on their prescription 
drug costs and inappropriate 
premiums. at many of the 
events, they also offered free 
health screenings for glucose, 
cholesterol and bone density, 
and provided information on 
various health-related topics.

Kenneth Cohen of the San Joaquin Health Care Services Agency and 
representatives from community healthcare organizations and hospitals 
discussed issues of concern in the region at the first forum, “Assisting With 
Community Solutions for Healthcare Issues.” 
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raise your  
riGht hand…
Citizenship Fair Success Story 

pacific mcgeorge’s 
inaugural Citizenship Fair 
exceeded all expectations, 
helping 290 immigrant 
attendees with a five-hour 
november program that 
included one-on-one assistance 
with paperwork, civics classes, 
mock interviews and a variety 
of workshops.

more than 80 students from 
pacific mcgeorge, uC Davis 

school of Law, and pacific’s 
stockton campus were joined 
by immigration attorneys to 
assist participants seeking to 
become united states citizens.

With an introduction in 
spanish, associate Dean 
for academic affairs Julie 
Davies welcomed the 630 
people who came, including 
participants’ family members. 
state senate president pro 
Tem Darrell steinberg, 
assembly member Dave Jones, 
and a representative from 

Congresswoman Doris 
matsui’s office spoke 
to the gathering.

professors Raquel 
aldana and Blake 
nordahl, along 
with Community 
Legal services 
Director Dorothy 
Landsberg, were the key 
organizers of the event, which 
received advance promotion 
in five different languages. 
institute for administrative 
Justice staff attorney Kathleen 

Benton 
assisted with the 
day’s operations. univision 
Channel 19, among the event’s 
many cosponsors, interviewed 
organizers and participants.

GloBal citizenshiP
Social Entrepreneur Challenges 
Pacific Students

social entrepreneur  
Dr. Victoria Hale spoke on 
september 10 to more than 
300 students, faculty and 
staff members at various 
events throughout the day at 
the Thomas J. Long school 
of pharmacy and Health 
sciences. Hale challenged the 
audience toward “Helping 
Humanity through social 
entrepreneurship.” 

as founder of the nonprofit 
pharmaceutical company institute of OneWorld Health, Hale 
has worked to bring inexpensive medicines to underdeveloped 
countries, fighting diseases that kill millions of people in 
impoverished areas. presently, Dr. Hale is founder and  
president of medicines360, a second-generation nonprofit 
pharmaceutical company. 

Hale’s visit was the result of collaboration between the  
Thomas J. Long school of pharmacy and Health sciences and 
the global Center for social entrepreneurship at the school of 
international studies. 

inside story
Behind the Scenes with 
Anthony Shafer

school of engineering and 
Computer science alumnus 
anthony shafer ’97 returned 
to pacific in January to share 
a behind-the-scenes look at 
the production of Disney’s 
animated “a Christmas Carol,” 
released last november. 
shafer worked for more than 
two years on the film as the 
stereoscopic supervisor for 
Disney’s imagemovers Digital. 
He worked extensively on the 
design and implementation of 
the film. always entertaining 
and informative,  

shafer’s presentation included 
some raw footage from the 
film and a demonstration of  
how the 3D-effects were created.
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Pacific hosts chinese deleGation
Here to Learn about U.S. Higher Education

Twenty-five officials from top universities and central  
government agencies in China were on campus the  
first week of December to see examples of teaching, 
research and economic development being practiced  
in higher education in the united states. The program  
was sponsored by the advanced Leadership 
program for university presidents of China.

While at pacific the visitors observed classes; 
talked to faculty, staff and students; visited labs and  
participated in several group discussions with  
faculty and administrators. They also were interested  
in learning about faculty recruitment and 
development, university fundraising, quality assurance in the 
classroom and how the university works with local and regional businesses.

provost gilbertson and associate provost Jin gong have made three visits to China over the  
past two years to confer with universities in several cities on increasing recruitment of Chinese 
students, advancing partnerships in graduate and professional programs and strengthening  
research partnerships. View summary reports for each trip at www.pacific.edu/provost.

seen and heard
Dukakis on Healthcare Policy

michael Dukakis, former 
governor of massachusetts 
and the 1988 Democratic 
party nominee for president, 
discussed the challenges 
facing the u.s. on reforming 
the healthcare system and 
healthcare policy in his lecture 
at university of the pacific’s 
stockton campus in January. 
Dukakis spoke candidly about 
the issues and responded to 
questions from the audience. 
Dukakis has spent the last two 
decades lecturing and writing 
about political leadership in 
health care policy in the u.s. 
and is considered one of the 
foremost experts in the field.

Dukakis’ visit was sponsored 
by pacific’s Legal scholars 
program, an undergraduate 
course plan for students 
interested in law. prior to 
the public lecture, Dukakis 
spoke with students in the 
Legal scholars program. 
His wife, Kitty, spoke with 
psychology students. Kitty’s 
2007 book “shock” deals with 
her struggles with depression 
and her experience with 
electroconvulsive therapy.

rooM With a vieW
Professor Kasser Installs Mural in Lodi Hospital

When you walk into the 
lobby of the new wing of Lodi 
memorial Hospital, you can’t 
help but notice the pastoral 
scene welcoming you into the 
building. pacific Visual arts 
professor Lucinda Kasser was 
commissioned to paint a three-
panel mural and two smaller 

paintings for the facility. 
Kasser drew her inspiration 

for the pastoral scene from the 
surrounding Central Valley 
countryside. The mural was 
installed on October 16. The 5 ½  
by 33-foot mural is the largest 
piece she’s ever done. The new  
hospital wing opened in January.

Pictured above at the installation: 
(l. to r.) Professor Lucinda Kasser, 
Visual Arts; Carol Farron, director 
of Community Development for 
Lodi Memorial Hospital (LMH); 
Robin Knowlton of Lodi’s Knowlton 
Gallery; and Nancy Reich, 
construction project manager.



  pacific review 7

Campus Happenings

“exPandinG your horizons” 
Encouraging Girls to Pursue Science and Math

pacific school of engineering 
and Computer science hosted 
the 17th annual san Joaquin 
expanding Your Horizons 
in science and mathematics 
Conference (eYH) on campus 
on October 10. The event drew 
288 middle and high school girls.  
eYH encourages girls to pursue 
careers in math and science 
through hands-on workshops 
and inspirational speakers. 

Donna Djordjevich ’01 of 
sandia national Laboratories 

was the keynote speaker.  
she shared with attendees 
how she combined her passion 
for computer gaming as a 
young girl with experience in 
software architecture design 
and interactive simulation to 
create an effective method of 
preparing emergency personnel 
for dangerous scenarios.

Twenty-four different 
workshops were offered on 
different topics and career 
options. approximately 
200 volunteers made the 
event possible, including 
pacific faculty, staff and 
students, individuals from the 
community, and volunteers 
from co-sponosors Lawrence 
Livermore and sandia 
national Laboratories.

advancinG education
Partnership Supports Teachers

university of the pacific, in partnership with the marysville 
Joint unified school District, has been awarded a four-year 
improving Teacher Quality grant of $999,820 by the California 
postsecondary education Commission for a professional 
development project to help improve elementary school teaching 
in science and language arts. 

“This grant will help us assist teachers in the marysville school 
District in teaching language arts through science,” says Benerd 
school of education Dean Lynn Beck. “We’ll provide rich 
and sustained professional development for teachers in science 
content, and we’ll provide them with tools to ensure that they 
can help children develop as proficient readers and writers.” 
professors greg potter and James Hetrick are the lead faculty 
members on the project.

“dear  
Mr. roosevelt…”
Muir Correspondence  
Now Online

The Library’s Holt-atherton 
special Collections recently 
completed a major digital 
archive allowing access to the 
correspondence of naturalist 
John muir (1838–1914). 
The project was managed 
in partnership with the 
university of California-
Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, 
and was funded with an 
$111,181 Library services and 
Technology act grant from the 
California state Library.

more than 6,500 letters 
to and from John muir 
can be viewed online, 
including searchable full-
text transcriptions, at the 
Digital Collections website 
of pacific Library’s Holt-
atherton special Collections 
department, and at the 
California Digital Library 
Online archive of California 
and Calisphere.

The pacific Library’s 
repository of John muir papers 
housed at Holt-atherton 
special Collections, containing 
over 70 percent of existing 
muir documents, includes 
muir’s journals, photographs 
and drawings. This collection 
is heavily used by scholars 
and authors, and was featured 
in the fall 2009 film by Ken 
Burns, “The national parks: 
america’s Best idea.”

Above: This 1903 letter from 
Muir to President Roosevelt is 
one of 6,500 letters now online at 
Library.Pacific.edu/HA/Digital.
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Keynote speaker Brett Sokolow 
is a specialist in campus safety

Campus Happenings

The “Keep it Consensual” symposium 
on October 28, which dealt with consent  
and sexual assault, drew nearly 1,000 
participants. “The day met and 
exceeded our learning outcomes and 
high expectations,” says Vice president 
for student Life elizabeth griego. 
“i feel very confident that we raised 
awareness and that we sparked some 
good thinking on this important issue.”

Throughout the day, students, 
faculty, staff and community members participated in sessions 
covering sexual assault, the nature of consent, aspects of rape law, 
bystander empowerment and support of victims, best practices 
in responding to sexual violence and more. at the powerful 
keynote session with guest speaker Brett sokolow, “Drunk sex 
or Date Rape,” about 700 students were actively involved in the 
discussion of an actual sexual assault case.

For the first time, pacific staff members sent session updates 
through Twitter for those who could not attend. There were many  
appreciative responses from both college and high school students  
and other colleges to the “tweets.” Following the event, organizers  
posted photos, additional resources and event handouts on the 
website. Find out more at www.pacific.edu/Consent.

KeeP it consensual event exceeds exPectations
Tackles Tough Subject of Sexual Assault

Pacific students 
adapted and 
performed a skit 
illustrating issues 
of consent during 
the symposium.

Why Do You need a Will?
Because it’s your estate. no matter what your age, 
or the size of your estate, you should be the one to 
decide what happens. Not the state. Not a judge. 

With a Will you can address:
• naming an executor 
• naming a legal guardian for minors
• making gifts or transfers
• Reducing estate tax liability 

… and creating a will need not be expensive.

Don’t Know Where to Go from Here? Let Us Help.
The Bequest
With the bequest you can have your wishes carried out. 
You can specify a dollar amount or a percentage of your 
estate, or designate specific assets. Bequests to university 
of the pacific open the doors to opportunity and make an 
impact that will last for generations.

To request a free will and trust planning guide, contact us: 
Office of planned giving  
209.946.2501   
cdodson@pacific.edu  
www.pacificpg.org
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italian festival 
Celebrates Italian Music and Culture 

once uPon a tiMe… 
New Pacific History Forthcoming 

provost phil gilbertson has 
been selected to write the next 
history of the university. The 
book will focus mostly on 
the past 40 years of pacific’s 
history but will also include a 
narrative of the first 120 years. 
gilbertson said he will tap into 
the memories of alumni, staff 
and faculty who can recall 
specific events or use archival 
documents explaining how 
events unfolded.

The idea for a new history 
of pacific was first explored 
in 2003, when a committee 
recommended that a history 
be published focusing on the 
post-1970 years. in 2009, 
former president Don DeRosa 
appointed a panel to review 
proposals for the book. 

gilbertson says his book 
will be a more comprehensive 
approach to the history of the 
university that incorporates 
student life and the university’s 
overall culture, including 
major administrative and 
faculty initiatives. 

plans are to publish it 
in print and online, with 

“the real Gran torino story”
Looking Closely at Gang Violence

actor Bee Vang, one of the central actors in Clint eastwood’s film  
“gran Torino,” highlighted an October panel discussion, “The Real  
gran Torino story: stockton’s secret War on the streets,” on gang  
violence in the southeast asian-american community. The film  
“gran Torino” addresses gang violence in the Hmong community.

The panel discussion, organized by pacific students, included 
state senator Leland Yee, chair of the California senate select  
Committee on asian pacific islander affairs, as well as officials 
from the state Office of the attorney general, the City of stockton, 
the stockton police Department and stockton unified school 
District. The event was cosponsored by pacific’s Cambodian, 
Hmong and Vietnamese student associations, senator Yee’s office  
and several community organizations supporting the apL 
community. a performance by internationally known Khmer-
american hip-hop artist praChy Ly followed the discussion. 

italian filmmakers. musical 
performances by both resident 
and visiting italian artists 
included choral and orchestral 
performances, a string 
quartet and an intermedia 
performance. Works ranged 
from classical composers 
such as Verdi to premier 20th 
century artists sciarrino and 
scelsi. The week culminated 
with a symposium on “italian 
Culture in the inter-War 
period” and “il Treno,” an 
italian cabaret. 

university of the pacific, in 
conjunction with the italian 
institute of Culture in san  
Francisco and CemaT, hosted  
an italian Festival of music and 
Culture the week of October 
18–24. The festival featured an  
art exhibition, movie screenings,  
a symposium and four concerts. 

Works from contemporary 
italian artists were featured 
in “Oggi: Contemporary 
art in italy,” and the pacific 
Theatre screened a selection 
of short movies by emerging 

corresponding photos, video 
and other electronic material 
placed on a university website, 
where readers may comment 
on the history. it is expected to 
be completed in 2014. “pacific 
has such a rich and distinctive 
identity — i am eager to try 
to capture the saga of this 
splendid place over its 160 
years,” gilbertson says. 

previous historical works on 
university of the pacific are:

“History of the College of 
the pacific,” by Rockwell D. 
Hunt, a centennial history 
(1951) 

“pioneer or perish, a 
History of the university 
of the pacific During the 
administration of Dr. Robert 
e. Burns, 1946–1971,” by 
Kara pratt Brewer (1977)

“pacific: Yesterday and the 
Day Before That,” by Harold 
s. Jacoby, a collection of 
personal essays (1989)

“The professor Who 
Changed my Life,” by Charles 
Clerc, commissioned for the 
university’s sesquicentennial 
celebration (2001) 
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Nabeel Cajee ’11  
Stockton, California
Self-designed major 
      in Science and Conscience
Grant Recipient

By analyzing the civic improvements that  
have brought about transformation of 
Medellín, Colombia, Nabeel is developing 
a model to create an enterprising, creative 
and culturally vibrant community for the  
people of Stockton and San Joaquin County.

Pacific Fund dollars ensure that 
scholarships and grants are available 
for students to pursue their dreams at 
University of the Pacific.

Make a gift today
www.Pacific.edu/PacificFund

pacificfund@pacific.edu

209.946.2500

dentistry “to Go”
With Virtual Dental Home

The arthur a. Dugoni school of Dentistry’s pacific Center 
for special Care, under the leadership of Dr. paul glassman, 
launched a new teledentistry pilot project called the Virtual 
Dental Home. The project demonstrates an innovative new 
way to bring dental care into underserved community settings, 
including nursing homes, schools and group homes for 
individuals with developmental disabilities.

using portable imaging equipment, community-based oral 
health professionals collect electronic dental records and upload 
the information to a secure website, where they are reviewed by 
a collaborating dentist. The hygienists and assistants work with 
dentists to establish diagnostic services and provide preventive 
and temporary restorative services directly to people who might 
otherwise be unable to get dental care.

The project is funded by the California Dental association 
Foundation, California HealthCare Foundation, Verizon 
Foundation and others. sites in san mateo, sacramento,  

Utilizing the latest technology, Virtual Dental Home facilitates collaboration 
between dentists in dental offices with community-based oral health 
professionals to bring needed services to the underserved.

san Jose, national City, Chula Vista, Visalia and eureka are 
currently using the system, and three more locations are slated to 
be added throughout the state.
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Pacific Partners With venezuela
For Educational Exchange

provost gilbertson led a pacific delegation to Venezuela from 
January 28 to February 6. The trip was coordinated by a group of 
about 10 pacific alumni led by businessman alberto Yanez ’73.  
accompanying the provost and his wife, Carole, were school 
of international studies Dean margee ensign, Conservatory of 
music Dean giulio Ongaro and professor gene Bigler.

The team visited six prominent high schools, two universities, the 
world-famous Fundación del estado para el sistema nacional de 
las Orquestas Juveniles e infantiles de Venezuela (FesnOJiV) — 
a national system of youth and children’s orchestras — and three 
other prominent institutions in five regions of Venezuela. 

They shared pacific’s inter-american program and foreign and 
exchange opportunities with high school students and school 
officials. They also met with deans and university officials from 
The gran mariscal de ayacucho university and the Technical 
university of the Center (uniTeC) about exchange programs 
and internship opportunities. uniTeC agreed to work with 
pacific on internship opportunities at eXTRuDaL, s.a., an 
aluminum products manufacturer in Valencia. Vice president 
and COO Beverly Yanez ’77 invited the delegation to tour 
facilities and discuss internships for pacific students. 

Dean ensign, provost gilbertson and eduardo Fernandez, former 
Venezuelan presidential candidate and leader of the Christian 
Democratic movement, spoke to educators and political and 
community leaders on the importance of inter-american educational 
programs at a forum in Caracas organized by The aristides 
Calvani Center for international Training, which had broad 

media coverage. Dean ensign signed an agreement with the 
Center to develop faculty and student exchange programs.

Dean Ongaro also signed a collaborative agreement with 
FesnOJiV. The Conservatory will offer two scholarships for  
Venezuelan students to specialize in music therapy and music  
management. FesnOJiV will explore opportunities for pacific 
students to learn about its program, which brings musical education 
to underprivileged areas and serves more than 220,000 young 
people. The delegation was treated to a series of performances by 
more than a dozen youth choirs and orchestras, culminating in 
a performance by the simon Bolívar Youth Orchestra conducted 
by gustavo Dudamel, an alumnus of FesnOJiV and the current 
music director of the Los angeles philharmonic.

The Venezuelans enthusiastically embraced the prospect of 
student and faculty exchange programs and collaboration on 
internships and professional education. The success of the trip 
and warm welcome can be attributed in large part to the efforts 
of pacific alumni from Venezuela. Covell College (1963–86) 
was a unique program where classes were taught in spanish and 
half the students came from Latin america. pacific has close to 
1,000 alumni throughout Latin america. pacific’s investment 
in educating earlier generations from Latin america has laid a 
foundation for ongoing cooperation.

Read about the Pacific Inter-American program, based in part on the  
Covell College experience, in the spring 2010 issue of Pacific Review.

Top left: Secretary of Culture Nestor Bolívar and Deputy 
Governor Teodoro Porras of the State of Bolívar with 
Provost Phil and Carol Gilbertson, Gene Bigler, 
Dean Giulio Ongaro and Alberto Yanez ’73.
Bottom left: Caracas, Venezuela
Top right: Concert of Simon Bolívar Youth Orchestra 
conducted by Gustavo Dudamel
Bottom right: Students from UNITEC pose with 
Carole Gilbertson and Dean Margee Ensign.


