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From our readers
Remembering the live 
Tiger, and more

Thank you for the wonderful 
story on the Honor Flight (Class 
Notes, spring 2016). Great story 
and a great experience for all of us. 
Your Review is always excellent and 
a great reminder of all the wonderful 
activities that go on at Pacific. 

One story you might want to 
consider is the time we had a real 
live tiger mascot on campus! Regent 
Lowell Berry presented us with a 
re a l  Benga l  t i ger  in  a n a i r-
conditioned cage. It was a beautiful 
cat that would be wheeled into 
Baxter Stadium for a football game 
and would roar and then sleep 
through the game. 

Our great football team of  ’47 to 
’50 was ranked 10th in the nation 
and was undefeated, untied and 
uninvited to a bowl game because 
no one wanted to play us. And I 
won’t forget the Stockton College 
game in 1941 that was interrupted 
when a small plane landed on the 
field during a game, mistaking it for 
the Sacramento airport! I was 
broadcasting the game on our local 
FM station. 

One year we raided San Jose 
before the big game and they 
returned in two or three Piper Cub 
planes and bombarded the campus 
with fruit… Oh, the memories 
during those years!

Stan Lichtenstein ’49  

Tommy, the real, live 400-pound Bengal 
tiger, was the Pacific mascot from 1950 to 
1952, when he passed away unexpectedly.

LETTERS & REFLECTIONS

I love Commencement. What a thrill to share this im-
portant moment with each of our graduates and 
their families!  

It represents a culmination and a new beginning, the 
start of a new chapter in each of their lives. They will 
be new dentists, lawyers, pharmacists, biologists, 
chemists, historians, writers, physical therapists, 
speech pathologists, teachers, athletic trainers,  
business professionals, musicians and so much more. 

I had the privilege of congratulating some 2,000-plus 
new graduates at our 2016 Commencement celebrations 
in Stockton and Sacramento in May and in San  
Francisco in June.

It is so gratifying to see how much our new graduates 
have experienced and all that they have accomplished 
during this formative time at Pacific. The tentative 
freshmen of a few short years ago stand before us with 
confidence and poise looking with anticipation to the 
future. And they have gained training and experience 
that have set them on a path to an extraordinary career 
and a fulfilling life.

It’s a reminder why we, as Pacific faculty and staff, do 
what we do. 

It’s about our students’ success. 

It’s about all of them finding their passion, discovering 
their potential, exploring their creativity—and, most 
importantly, becoming prepared to be leaders in their 
chosen fields and in their communities. 

This is obvious to me every day, on each of our campuses. 
And you’ll see it, too, as you read about some of our 
stellar new graduates and young alumni in this issue of 
the Pacific Review. 

It’s very personal to us. 

And graduation does not mark the end of our relation-
ship. Now as alumni, part of an ever-growing Pacific 
family, these graduates join a worldwide network  
of Pacificans, some of whom they have met and  
networked with during their student experience. They 
are Tigers for Life and will always have a home at Pacific.

Visit my website at Pacific.edu/President or find me  
on Facebook. 
I welcome your ideas at president@pacific.edu.

From the 
President

Editor’s note: Yes, it really happened! On Sept. 27, 1941, a young army cadet got lost on a training flight 
returning from Fresno to Sacramento and ran out of gas. After several failed attempts, he finally made an 
emergency landing 200 feet from Baxter Stadium, while more than 3,000 football fans and nearby residents 
watched in panicked amazement.
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socialmediamoment

Letters

We’d like to hear FROM YOU!
Pacific Review welcomes signed letters  
of 200 words or less from readers.  

We reserve the right to edit all letters. 
Send to pacificreview@pacific.edu.

On Soldiers to Students 
Thank you for the article entitled “From Soldiers to Students.” 
Great cause and well written. Your editorial staff should consider 
writing an article entitled “From Students to Soldiers.” Many of 
us who graduated in the ’50s and ’60s had a war facing us upon 
graduation. A few of my college friends at Pacific died and are 
named on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C. Many 
became officers in all branches of the services an still to this day 
carry the physical and emotional scars of war.

— John E. Thomas ’65, Captain, USMC, retired

Correction:
In the obituary for Walter Baun ’53 in our spring issue, we mistakenly 
listed Richard Baun ’86 as the son of Walter Baun. Richard Baun ’86 
is the son of Walter’s brother, the late James Frederick Baun ’54. Michael 
Baun ’89 and Suzy (Baun) Graves are the children of Walter Baun. 
Thanks to Barry Delavan ’81, son of Walter’s sister, Janet (Baun) 
Delavan ’55, for catching the error.

Like us, follow us, friend us

What do you like about 
your Pacific Review? What 
do you wish there was 
more of in these pages? Or 
less? Now is your chance 
to tell us. We invite—and 
value—your feedback, 
which you can give us by 
taking our reader survey. 
The survey takes less than 
10 minutes to complete 
and can be accessed at 
this link until Aug. 31: 

go.Pacific.edu/ReviewSurvey

Dear readers:

Take our 
survey

Welcome  
new regents
University of the Pacific has 
welcomed two new members 
to its Board of Regents. They 
w i l l  s e r ve  on  Pac i f i c ’s 
governing board for a three-
year term that began in July.

Connie (Xanttopulos) 
Rishwain ’79 catapulted 
the UGG shearling boot into 
a global brand with more than 
$1.5 billion in revenue during 
her tenure as president of 
UGG Austra lia. She was 
recently honored with the 
2016 Distinguished Alumni 
Award for professional service.

Arthur Scotland ’74, a graduate 
of the McGeorge School of Law, is a 
prominent attorney and former 
presiding justice for the California 
Court of Appeal, Third Appellate 
District. During his distinguished 
career, he has been a law enforcement 
of f icer, prosecutor, appel late 
attorney, policy adviser to a governor, 
trial judge and appellate justice. 
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Exit Poll 
Pacific shines in U.S. Senate Debate 
Pacific played a pivotal role in this spring’s political season when it hosted the first debate 
among candidates vying to succeed long-time incumbent Sen. Barbara Boxer. 

And as five leading candidates for the state's first open Senate seat in nearly 25 years took the 
stage in the DeRosa University Center, Pacific was primed for the national spotlight. 

The April debate was covered on the front page of every major 
daily newspaper in California and carried on TV stations in 
major markets from the Bay Area to Los Angeles and San 
Diego. Debate-related media coverage reached more than  
44 million people.

More than 750,000 households saw Pacific’s beautiful 
campuses during a 30-second promotional spot that 
aired several times before and during the debate on 
KCRA Channel 3, one of the debate sponsors, and on 
partner stations throughout the state.

44 million+ people

750,000 households

Pacific Spirit

#CASenDebate was the No. 1 trending hashtag in Sacramento and San Francisco; the No. 4 trending 
hashtag in Los Angeles; and the No. 38 trending hashtag nationally during the April 25 debate. 

Students, faculty and community members got in the  
political spirit with watch parties, mock debates, panel 
discussions and voter registration drives. 
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Pacific hosted some of the country’s most influential leaders for 
social justice this spring, showing a commitment to diversity 
and inclusion that’s at the heart of the university’s mission. 
In a series of lectures and discussions, four acclaimed speakers 
challenged the Pacific community to think deeply and critically 
about what cultural inclusion means.  

McGeorge celebrates diversity  |
February
In Sacramento, the McGeorge School of Law celebrated 
and discussed the importance of diversity during a 
weeklong series of events. 

McGeorge alumnus Brian Tippens ’00, the chief diversity 
officer for Hewlett-Packard Enterprises, was the keynote 
speaker for the final event of the week and inspired guests 
to continue creating a campus of inclusion. McGeorge 
welcomed the most diverse incoming class in its history 
in fall 2015, with 49 percent of the class representing 
ethnic/racial diversity, up from 45 percent in 2014. 

Guests had another reason to celebrate: fundraising 
efforts helped establish four new scholarships to support 
students with financial need and a proven record of 
service to underrepresented communities.

A Forum for DIVERSITY

Nate Parker  |  Feb. 29
Pacific was proud to host Nate Parker 
as the keynote speaker for Black 
History Month. Parker is the director, 
writer, star and producer of Birth of a 
Nation, winner of the 2016 Sundance 
Film Festival’s top audience and jury 
prizes. The film is based on the life of 
Nat Turner and depicts the true story 
of a Virginia slave rebellion. Parker is 
also an actor whose credits include 
The Great Debaters, Pride, Red Tails 
and Beyond the Lights. 

Eboo Patel  |  March 3
As an advocate for religious inclusion, 
Eboo Patel encourages students, 
faculty and university administrators 
to view faith-based differences as a 
bridge, not a barrier. Patel is the 
author of several books, founder and 
president of Interfaith Youth Core and 
a member of President Barack 
Obama’s inaugural Advisory Council 
on Fai th-based Neighborhood 
Partnerships. Patel was named one 
of America’s Best Leaders by U.S. 
News & World Report. 

Maria Hinojosa  |  March 8
Awar d -w inn ing  inve s t i ga t i ve 
journalist Maria Hinojosa spoke on 
“Latinos and Immigration from a 
Woman’s Perspective” – a fitting talk 
for International Women’s Day. 
Hinojosa is anchor and executive 
producer of the NPR show “Latino 
USA” and founder of the Futuro 
Media Group, a nonprofit dedicated 
to voicing stories about the often 
over looked civ ic injus t ices of 
American minorities. 

Noor Tagouri  |  April 4
In her lecture “Living Your Passion,” 
Noo r  Tagou r i  de s c r i bed  he r 
determination to become the first 
hijabi anchorwoman in the United 
States, which has led her to CBS 
radio and CTV News in Washington, 
D.C. It ’s also made her a world-
traveling motivational speaker and 
activist. The 22-year-old social media 
guru recently used her platform to 
launch a clothing line, with all 
proceeds dedicated to f ighting 
human trafficking.  

“By bringing these important speakers to campus and through other 
learning opportunities in the classroom and beyond, we are 
supporting the principles of diversity and inclusion. These are critical 
elements to creating a rich and welcoming environment that will 
prepare our graduates for success in an increasingly intercultural 
world.”                          — Christopher Goff, assistant provost for diversity
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taken root
An idea that has Microgreens that can go from 

seeds to sprouts to your plate 
in just five days?
It’s possible, thanks to a new invention by Pacific’s 
Powell Scholars. 

Called the Verdevis growing system, it is being 
used at food banks to help the hungry, and as a 
teaching tool for school children in the region.

An idea sprang to life in 2014 among the Powell 
Scholars to create an intensive growing system that 
would provide fresh food year-round and that was 
environmentally sustainable, water-efficient, portable, 
durable, scalable, cost-effective, productive and 
intuitive to use. 

They spent a year and a half developing the system 
that can grow a nutritious crop of kale, radish, red 
amaranth or mustard seedlings in as little as five days. 
Verdevis is now supplying food for The Resource 
Connection Food Bank in San Andreas and is being 
used to help educate students at Toyon Middle School 

in Calaveras County.

“With hope, the process we used to conceive of the 
system, build it and distribute it will inspire others 
to craft innovative solutions to the many problems 

faced in the world,” said business major John 
Livingstone ’18.

The Powell Scholars, comprising top students 
from majors across Pacific, wrote Cultivating 
Solutions about the Verdevis system. The book 

discusses sustainability, renewable resources, 
the biology behind plant growth, and other 
scientific aspects of the system. It is available on 
Amazon.com and in a PDF version on the 
Verdevis website.

The Powell Scholars have also made the Verdevis 
system plans and microgreens growing instructions 
free and available to the public at Verdevis.org.

Way to grow!  Watch microgreens come to life in  
time-lapse videos at go.Pacific.edu/Verdevis
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X iaol ing L i ,  profe s sor  of 
pharmaceutics and associate 
dean of the Thomas J. Long 
School of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, was inducted into the 
Col lege of  Fel lows of the 
American Institute for Medical 

and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) in April.

The prestigious honor is reserved for the top 2 percent of medical 
and biological engineers in the country. Li was nominated, 
reviewed and elected by his peers for his outstanding contributions 
to novel drug delivery systems and contemporary pedagogy in 
pharmaceutical sciences.

Li joined the Pacific pharmacy faculty in 1993. In 2015 he 
received the AAPS Outstanding Educator Award, given to 
individuals who have made extensive contributions to the 
teaching of pharmaceutical sciences.

He has published more than 90 peer-reviewed papers, book 
chapters and review articles and more than 150 abstracts, and 
has been invited to present at more than two dozen national and 
international conferences.

Beware of the buzz: study 
finds energy drinks trigger 
abnormal heart rhythm, 
rise in blood pressure 
A clinical trial led by researchers from Pacific 
and the David Grant Medical Center at the 
Travis Air Force Base adds to the evidence 
that energy drinks may be bad for your heart. 
Results of the study were presented in March 
at a meeting of the American Heart 
Association in Phoenix, Arizona.

“Our findings suggest certain energy 
drinks may increase the risk of having an 
abnormal heart rhythm when consumed 
in high volumes,” said primary investigator 
Sachin A. Shah, an associate professor of 
pharmacy practice at the Thomas J. Long 
School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. 
“While we wait for more data, some 
consumers should exercise caution and 
not blindly follow the buzz.”

Phillip Oppenheimer, dean and professor of 
pharmacy practice at Pacif ic, said the 
findings are of special concern among young 
adults. “Energy drinks are widely consumed 
within the college population, which further 
extends the relevance of this study,” 
Oppenheimer said.

The study enrolled 27 healthy volunteers 
between the ages of 18 and 40. Subjects 
drank either two cans of an energy drink, 
an equivalent volume of a drink containing 
panax ginseng (an ingredient in the energy 
drink), or a placebo beverage once a day, 
every six days, for three weeks. Neither the 
volunteers nor the researchers knew who 

was getting which drink until the end of 
the three weeks.

The researchers measured subjects’ heart 
rhythm and blood pressure before the drinks 
were consumed and four times during the six 
hours immediately afterward.

The research was funded by a University of 
the Pacific Eberhardt Research Grant.

Pharmacy professor inducted into biomedical  
engineering elite
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Technologies that make it harder for people 
to abuse opioids—like doctoring pills so that 
they produce unpleasant side effects if 
broken, crushed or injected—likely will have 
limited effectiveness in stemming the global 
epidemic of opioid abuse, according to Adam 
Kaye ’95, a pharmacy professor at Pacific.

Writing in the May issue of the journal 
Current Pain and Headache Reports, Kaye and 
his co-authors argue that such technologies 
are no substitute for education.

“Education is the foremost strategy,” 
Kaye said. “We must educate primary 
care providers, surgeons, pharmacists 
and other health professionals, as well 
as patients. That education must take 
place prior to the starting point of opioid 
therapy—and it needs to be independent 
of the pharmaceutical industry.”

The article, titled “Current State of Opioid 
Therapy and Abuse,” lays out a grim diagnosis 
and an alarming prognosis for opioid misuse 
and abuse:

•  Opioid misuse increased by 4,680 percent 
between 1996 and 2011.

•  Opioids were involved in 28,647 deaths in 
2014, triple the number in 2000, and 
represented 61 percent of all drug overdose 
deaths.

•  More than 90 percent of patients who 
survive a prescription opioid overdose 
continue to be prescribed opioids, usually 
by the same prescriber.

•  Prescription opioids are a gateway drug for 
heroin: up to 80 percent of heroin users first 
took prescription opioids.

•  The total cost of prescription opioid abuse 
in the United States has been estimated at 
$86 billion, including workplace, health 
care and criminal justice expenditures.

Kaye and his co-authors discuss three types 
of drug formulations that have been 
developed to deter opioid abuse in their 
paper. 

“Pharmacists have a big responsibility for 
cutting down opioid abuse and deaths, 
whether it’s Prince or other celebrities—or 
the guy down the street,” Kaye said. “We 
have to be part of primary education efforts.”

Recently, the FDA’s Anesthetic and Analgesic 
Drug Products Advisory Committee and the 
Drug Safety and Risk Management Advisory 
Committee moved to require opioid 
education and broader pain management 
training for prescribers and the entire health 
care team, including pharmacists.

No argument: Pacific is one of the best
Pacific’s nationally ranked speech and debate team continues to 
be a formidable force in the forensics community, finishing 
seventh out of more than 180 universities and colleges in the 
nation in the final season rankings of the National Parliamentary 
Debate Association. Beyond the rankings and trophies, forensics 
training helps students build confidence and poise; develop 
research and critical thinking skills; and communicate with 
understanding, clarity and power. This year’s success builds on 
Pacific’s decades-long forensic legacy among the top teams in 
the country. 

Kudos

Pharmacist prescribes education as key to curbing opioid abuse
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Supporting community 
involvement
Stockton business leader John Chase is 
continuing his support for Pacif ic’s 
Community Involvement Program (CIP).

A new gift by the owner of Stockton’s Chase 
Chevrolet will allow the program to boost 
outreach efforts in the community by 
creating a mentorship program targeting 
seventh- and eighth-grade students in 
Stockton elementary schools. The mentorship 
program began in January and paired 30 
elementary students with eight Pacific mentors. 

Chase, the third-generation owner of Chase 

Chevrolet, recently established a new 
scholarship in memory of his father, William 
K. Chase ’48. It will be awarded each year in 
perpetuity to two CIP students who exhibit 
a strong work ethic and noteworthy 
achievements despite socioeconomic 
challenges.  

Pacific’s CIP is a comprehensive, need-based 
scholarship program for first-generation 
college students from the Stockton area who 
have demonstrated the potentia l for 
sustainable leadership, community awareness 
and involvement. Established in 1969, the 
program seeks to provide educational 
opportunities to the local community and 

diversify the campus. More than 1,000 
students have graduated from the program 
since its inception.

Just like the roots of the mighty oaks surrounding the Stockton Campus, John 
Muir’s ties to Pacific run deep.

The campus is home to the famed environmentalist’s papers—a treasure trove 
of journals, sketchbooks and letters—and to the John Muir Center, a resource 
for scholarship and collaboration between students, scholars and the community. 

In March, Pacific students in a John Muir 
class were able to explore the roots of 
the founder of the National Park Service 
during an excursion to his home and  
final resting place in Martinez, California. 

The class—believed to be the only 
course in the country devoted to Muir’s 
life—attracts students from majors 
across the university, including history, 
geology, environmental studies, English 
and business.

To learn more about John Muir and his 
connection to Pacific, browse the John 
Muir papers in the Holt-Atherton Special 
Collections on the Stockton Campus or 
visit go.pacific.edu/JohnMuir

Remembering Muir 

John Chase (center) with the inaugural students of the 
William K. Chase Memorial Endowed Scholarship. A new gift 
from him will support a program run by Pacific’s Community 

Involvement Program. 

On April 21, the university community celebrated John Muir’s  
birthday and his legacy with Scottish Dundee cake and selfies (above).  

The celebration occurred, fittingly, on Earth Day and was part of  
Pacific’s Sustainability Month celebration.
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Eberhardt School of Business students had a whirlwind spring as they crossed the 
country or Atlantic Ocean to take part in on-the-ground learning experiences.  

Members of the Eberhardt School’s Student Investment Fund—a student-run fund that has 
consistently produced industry-trumping returns—took on Wall Street in person in March. The 
students were part of the Wall Street Fellows Program, which introduces them to business 
alumni and other connections and helps prepare them for a career in the world’s financial 
capital. The program will soon be expanded thanks to support from Pacific Regent Evan 
Dreyfuss ’86.

In May, MBA students in the Global Business Competition course explored businesses 
and customs in France, with visits to Normandy, Burgundy and Paris, as they learned 
to analyze business problems and solutions from a global perspective.

Douglass Eberhardt ’59

2016 Community 
Banker of the Year

Where in the world are ESB students?
In March, it was Wall Street. 

In May, they were 
in France.

CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
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The Eberhardt School had cause to 
celebrate this spring when one of 
its namesakes, Douglass Eberhardt 
’59,  was chosen as the 2016  
Community Banker of the Year by 
the Western Independent Bankers, 
an organization of community- 
oriented banks and savings and 
loans in the Western states.

Eberhardt, the president and CEO of 
the Bank of Stockton and a community 
leader, served on Pacific’s Board of 
Regents for a combined 13 years.  
He provided the start-up funds for 
the school’s highly successful Student 
Investment Fund, which will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary next year. 
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The program, slated to begin in January 
2017, is aimed at helping to meet the 
nation’s urgent need for primary health care 
providers. So far it has received more than 
2,000 applications for 45 seats. 

“This reflects both the tremendous demand 
for physician assistants nationwide and 
University of the Pacific’s strong reputation 
for educating health professionals,” said 
founding director Mark Christiansen, a 
practicing physician assistant for more than 
35 years. “We will be able to select a highly 
qualified inaugural class of students who 
have a passion for helping others.”

A daylong open house in May at Pacific’s 
Sacramento Campus brought together 
community partners, physician assistants, 
physicians and hospital representatives 
from the area.

The campus, at 3200 5th Avenue in 
S a c r a mento ,  i s  e x pa nd i n g  i nto  a 
multidisciplinary center that will educate 
the professionals California needs in the 
decades ahead. New programs focus on law, 
business and education, in addition to 
health. 

“The opening of  UOP’s  Physic ian  
Assistant Program further establishes the 
Sacramento region as a national leader in 
the health care sector,” said Bill Mueller, 
CEO of Valley Vision, a regional leadership 
organization serving the greater Sacramento 
area. 

The new PA program will become one of 
just five graduate programs for physician 
assistant studies in Northern California.

Prepared to help meet 
health care needs

Sacramento News
Pacific celebrated this spring the completion of newly remodeled facilities for its planned Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies program in Sacramento. 

Find out more about this and other new programs at 
Pacific’s Sacramento Campus at Pacific.edu/Sacramento. 
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The inaugural George and Rosemary 
Tchobanoglous Water Lecture brought 
together experts in the scientific, govern-
ment and legal fields to look at the  
practice of using oil field wastewater to 
irrigate food crops.

The event drew hundreds to Pacific’s  
Sacramento Campus in May for a discussion 
about this complex and timely issue. The 
panel addressed questions such as how to 
regulate recycled water supplies for use in 
irrigation and how oil field wastewater 
should be treated prior to use.  

The lecture series was endowed through  
a gift by George and Rosemary Tchobano-
glous, both graduates of the Class of 
1957, to spark an informed dialogue about 
the critical topic of water. It is a jointly 
coordinated effort by faculty from the 
School of Engineering and Computer Science 
based on the Stockton Campus and the 
McGeorge School of Law on the Sacra-
mento Campus. 

Pacific’s location in the San Joaquin-
Sacramento Delta region gives the 
university a unique opportunity to leverage 

the extensive research of its faculty. The 
lecture series supports the research being 
done in the Ecological Engineering  
Research Program and in water law at the 
McGeorge School of Law by spurring  
discussion on important topics with  
community members, faculty, alumni,  
students and other stakeholders. 

The impact of the lecture series was 
boosted with dollar-for-dollar support from 
Pacific’s Powell Match Program.

The McGeorge School of Law team won the 2016 
Roger J. Traynor California Appellate Moot Court 
Competition, unseating last year’s champion, UC 
Berkeley, and taking home three of the top awards. 

Law students Ian McGlone ’17, Sean Creadick ’16 
and Michael Shepherd ’16 won the overall 
competition, won the top oral advocacy team award 
and won the best brief award. In addition, McGlone 
was selected as the second-best oralist in the 
tournament. 

“Our team pretty much swept the table in the 
awards that were available,” said McGeorge 
Professor Ed Telfeyan, director of the McGeorge 
Moot Court Program. 

The Traynor competition is California’s oldest and 
largest moot tournament. McGeorge has a history 
of success in the tournament: the school won 
second place last year and took first place and top- 
five oralist in 2014. 

McGeorge sweeps Traynor Moot Court Competition

New water lecture dives into wastewater debate

Panelists for the inaugural George and  Rosemary Tchobanoglous Water Lecture included 
(l. to r.) Fran Spivy-Weber, vice chair for the State Water Resources Control Board; 

Melissa Thorme, a partner and environmental lawyer with Downey Brand LLP; and Will 
Stringfellow, director of Pacific’s Ecological Engineering Research Program. 
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Diversity matters at McGeorge 
The Law School Admission Council (LSAC) honored McGeorge as the first-place Diversity 
Matters award winner at the Annual Meeting and Educational Conference in May. 

This first-place award marks the fourth year in a row that McGeorge was recognized as a 
top three finalist for the Diversity Matters Award; in 2015, the school received second 
place. The award is given to law schools that have demonstrated the highest level of outreach 
to racially and ethnically diverse students from the target audience of 
LSAC’s DiscoverLaw.org campaign. 

LSAC developed the DiscoverLaw.org campaign to encourage racially and 
ethnically diverse students to discover career opportunities in law and 
choose a path in an undergraduate school to help them succeed. The contest 
runs from July 1 to April 30 each year. 

Seen along K Street
If you strolled along Sacramento’s K Street and Capitol Mall this 
spring, you probably caught a glimpse of some 30 McGeorge alumni 
and faculty proudly displayed on banners.

The impressive alumni and faculty of the school’s Capital Center for 
Law & Policy were featured on the banners as part of an awareness 
campaign, #IChoseMcGeorge.

The McGeorge School of Law won the first place Diversity Matters Award in May.

The International Jurist 
magazine in May recognized 
McGeorge as one of 12 law 
schools in the “Best LL.M. 
Programs: Top Value category” 
and one of 14 schools rec-
ognized in the “Best LL.M. 
Program: the Law School 
Experience.” McGeorge is 
the only California school in 
the top value category.

Excellence in  
practical training 

The National Jurist placed McGeorge 
in its annual honor roll of best schools 
for practical training in the spring 
2016 issue of its PreLaw magazine. 

Top value and 
best law school 
experience
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One of the featured alumni, Steve Hansen ’11, is the director of capital initiatives 
for the McGeorge School of Law’s Capital Center for Law & Policy. He was recently 

reelected to a second term as a city of Sacramento council member.

See the banners and read their stories 
at go.Pacific.edu/IChoseMcGeorge
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Dugoni School  
of Dentistry 
welcomes 
Nadershahi  
as dean

San Francisco News
Nader Nadershahi ’94, ’99, ’11 has 
been appointed dean of the world- 
renowned Arthur A. Dugoni School of 
Dentistry on the university’s San  
Francisco Campus.

Nadershahi, a member of the dental 
school faculty since 1995, had served 
as the interim dean since July 2015.

“Nader is a passionate and tireless 
champion for Pacific, the school and 
its faculty and staff,” said Pacific 
Provost Maria Pallavicini. “He is a 
proven, thoughtful leader and  
continues to drive innovation that 
benefits our students, the dental 
school and all of Pacific.”

Pallavicini praised Nadershahi for help-
ing to raise the university’s profile and 
building a collaborative and inclusive 
culture, while building new partnerships 
with community health and business 
leaders. Nadershahi has held various 

roles at the dental school, including 
several faculty positions in all areas. He 
has also held leadership roles at the 
school for the past two decades, as a 
group practice administrator, depart-
ment chair, executive associate dean 
and associate dean of academic affairs.

“Leading the Arthur A. Dugoni School 
of Dentistry is an incredible opportunity,” 
Nadershahi said. “We have positioned 
Dugoni to provide the best educational 
opportunity for our students and we will 
continue to build on that success with 
dedicated faculty and cutting-edge 
technology.”

Nadershahi said that he intends to  
continue the model of education he  
experienced at Dugoni when he was a 
student, focusing on mutual respect, 
high standards, dignity and self-worth.

“Humanism is part of our culture here 
and I think that gives us a competitive 

advantage,” he said. “Our students 
have the benefit of being exposed to 
that culture and it really makes a  
difference in what kind of practitioners 
they become.”

In addition to earning a doctorate in dental 
surgery at Pacific, Nadershahi also holds 
a doctorate in education from Pacific’s 
Gladys L. Benerd School of Education 
and an MBA from the Eberhardt School 
of Business. He is a fellow of the  
International and American College of 
Dentists, the Academy of Dentistry  
International and the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy.

The Dugoni School of Dentistry, founded 
in 1896, is the flagship of Pacific’s 
high-tech campus at 155 Fifth St. in 
San Francisco, which also includes  
academic programs launched in fall 
2015 in audiology, analytics, food studies 
and music therapy.
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Volunteers from the Dugoni School helped 
nearly 150 homeless people receive free health 
care as part of a Project Homeless Connect 
event in March. 

Students, staff, faculty and alumni from the 
dental school provided free dental screenings 
and basic oral health care and information 
during the event held at Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium. 

The event was just one of many ways Dugoni 
reaches out to its communities. The school 
recently created a new program to help 
provide dental services for military veterans, 
and it helps provide denta l care for 
underserved children through its Kids in the 
Klinic Endowment.

California commission recommends 
expanding Dugoni School’s Virtual 
Dental Home
A new report by a bipartisan independent oversight agency spotlights 
growing concern for California’s Denti-Cal system and how care is 
being provided to low-income adults and children. To help address 
the issue, the report points to an expansion of teledentistry and the 
Virtual Dental Home system developed by the Pacific Center for 
Special Care at the Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry. 

The expansion of the system designed to bring critical dental care 
directly to patients is one of 11 recommendations contained in the 
report “Fixing Denti-Cal” by the California’s Little Hoover 
Commission. 

The report also included a number of recommendations proposed 
by Paul Glassman, professor of dental practice and director of the 
Pacific Center for Special Care.

Glassman testified to the Commission in November 2015 about 
the Virtual Dental Home system and how it takes dental hygienists 
and dental assistants out of the office and into the field to examine 
people where they are — in schools, Head Start centers, community 
centers and long-term care centers. 

A six-year grant-funded demonstration of the Virtual Dental Home 
system resulted in legislation that expanded the scope of practice 
for dental personnel and required Denti-Cal to pay for services 
provided through teledentistry.

The Virtual Dental Home uses telehealth technology to deliver care in community 
settings for underserved children, seniors and others.

Learn more about the Virtual Dental Home system at 
www.virtualdentalhome.org

Volunteers help  
San Francisco’s homeless

“Dental care is one of the top unmet needs among homeless and working poor adults,” said Christine Miller, associate professor 
and director of community health programs at Dugoni. “Our dental services uplift people and relieve their pain. We support a 
healthy presentable smile on the faces of those most in need, to make returning to school or landing a successful job interview 
more possible.” 
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BOOKSHELF
At the Table:  
Food and Family Around the World

By Ken Albala, History and Food Studies
Ethnographic descriptions of the dinner table 
in 39 countries—who cooks, who cleans, 
how people eat, what they eat and why. 
Greenwood/ABC-CLIO, April 2016

City of Flowers: An Ethnography of 
Social and Economic Change in 
Costa Rica’s Central Valley

By Susan Mannon, Sociology 
An examination of how men and women in 
four different class locations negotiate the 
economic changes going on around them.
Oxford University Press, March 2016

International Law for the Environment

Co-authored by Stephen McCaffrey, 
McGeorge School of Law
A comprehensive exposition of contemporary 
international environmental law and the 
institutions that implement it. 
West Academic, December 2015

The Struggle for North America, 
1754–1758: Britannia’s Tarnished 
Laurels

By George Yagi Jr., Center for Professional 
and Continuing Education
An insight into the initial stages of the 
Seven Years War and why Britain failed. 
Bloomsbury Academic, January 2016

The Racial Imaginary: Writers on 
Race in the Life of the Mind 

Vignettes by 13 Pacific students, with an 
introduction by English Professor 
Xiaojing Zhou. Inspired by poet Claudia 
Rankine, who challenged the students 
during a class visit to write creatively 
about their everyday encounters involving 
race. Student authors: Anise Abraham, 
Alicia Calhoun, Flora On and John Steiner, 
Class of 2014; Lorena Campos, Class of 
2015; Adnan Hashtam, Jackie Johnson, 
Emilia Briceño López, Sukhman Sandhu 
and Sarah Unger, Class of 2016; Zachery 
Artozqui, Sandra Padilla and Jillian Yelinek, 
Class of 2017. Editors: Claudia Rankine, 
Beth Loffreda and Max King Cap.
Fence Books, March 2015

Alumni
Healthy Heart, Healthy Planet: 
Plant-based Recipes and Tips to 
Reduce Heart Disease, Lose Weight, 
and Preserve the Environment

Co-authored by Catherine (Bard) 
Misquitta ’96, Sacramento, CA
CreateSpace, November 2014

Why Minsky Matters: An Introduction 
to the Work of a Maverick Economist

By L. Randall Wray ’76, Annandale-on-
Hudson, NY
An examination of the important legacy 
and ideas of economist Hyman P. Minsky, 
who warned about the global financial 
crisis decades before other economists.
Princeton University Press, November 2015

Making Sense of Food: Exploring 
Cultural and Culinary Identities 

Co-edited by Sally Baho ’17, Pacific Grove, CA
An interdisciplinary look at connections 
between culture and food identities; 
globalization and food practices; and 
food and aging. 
Inter-Disciplinary Press, February 2016

The Perfect Plan  
(Wiltshire Chronicles, Book 1)

By Robin Martin ’00, El Sobrante, CA
Under the pen name Alyssa Drake, Martin 
has published her first romance novel 
about Samantha Hastings, a country girl 
thrust into society—and danger—after her 
brother’s untimely and mysterious death.
Dream Big Publishing, May 2016

Faculty
Medical Microbiology and 
Immunology for Dentistry

By Nejat Düzgüneş,  
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry
Medical microbiology and immunology 
related to the practice of dentistry.
Quintessence Publishing, November 2015

We Want Your Books! 
The Omega Phi Alpha Library in the Alex and Jeri 
Vereschagin Alumni House has a designated section 
for alumni books. 

Send to: Pacific Alumni Association, University of  
the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211

Kudos! Professor Albala’s 

three-volume reference 

work, The SAGE 

Encyclopedia of Food 

Issues, was named a best 

reference title for 2015 in 

the food category by the 

Library Journal. 
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From the Desk of…

Gregory Rohlf

Gregory Rohlf, Associate Professor of History
A scholar in Chinese and Asian history, Greg Rohlf joined the Pacific faculty in 2001. This past 
June, he brought the Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast Conference to the Stockton Campus, 
which provided opportunities for Pacific faculty and students to present original research and 
for students to network with eminent scholars across a variety of disciplines from western North 
America and the Pacific Rim. Rohlf also helped establish Pacific’s Alpha Mu Omega chapter of 
Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor society. His new book, Building New China, 
Colonizing Kokonor: Resettlement to Amdo and Qinghai in the 1950s (Rowan and Littlefield, 
2016) is a social and political history of resettlement, focusing on the people who were moved 
and the overall impact on the province. It narrates a story of state building in modern China 
that spans the 20th and early 21st centuries.
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ATHLETICS

While March 23 was a proud day for 
Pacific men’s basketball program, it also 
marked a poignant moment for Damon 
Stoudamire, the former NBA star and 
Rookie of the Year. 

At a packed press conference at the Alex 
and Jeri Vereschagin Alumni House, 
Pacif ic Athletic Director Ted Leland 
introduced the new head coach for the 
program—its third in the past 27 years. 

“It’s a special day for us,” he said. “This 
is a chance for us to look at the great 
tradition we have in basketball here and 
the great importance that it plays in our 
campus and the city of Stockton—and to 
take a new way of looking at it. “

 “Damon is a teacher, a coach, a role 
model. He’s an advocate for student 
athletes,” Leland added. 

And Stoudamire is serious about those 
roles. 

“I want my guys to play the right way. 
I want them to be outstanding citizens in 
the community the right way,” he said. “I 
want them to understand they can touch 
other people’s lives.”

It was Pacific’s own basketball stand-
out, Dell Demps ’92, ’98, now senior vice 
president of basketball operations and 
general manager for the New Orleans 
Pel icans,  who f i r s t  recommended 
Stoudamire for the position. Demps told 
Leland, “I’ve got the perfect guy for you. 
Damon Stoudamire is the perfect choice 
to lead Pacific basketball into the future.”

Stoudamire spent the past seven years 
coaching basketball as an assistant with 
the NBA’s Memphis Grizzl ies, the 
University of Arizona Wildcats, and most 
recently with the University of Memphis, 
where he built a reputation as one of the 
top recruiters in the country. 

Honing his skills at the University of 
Arizona from 1991 to 1995 under 
legendary coach Lute Olson, Stoudamire 
earned All-American honors, was named 
a 1995 Wooden Award finalist and was a 
co-recipient of the Pac-10 Player of the 
Year award. Following his stellar college 
career, he played 13 seasons in the NBA 
with Toronto, Portland, Memphis and 
San Antonio, garnering Rookie of the Year 
honors and the NBA Rookie All-Star 
Game MVP trophy in his initial season.

He chose to commemorate the occasion 
of his first NCAA head coach position  
by posting a letter to his 12-year-old self  
on The Players Tribune website. In it, he 
reflected on his path to this moment and 
the people who helped get him there: his 
high school and college basketball coaches 
and his grandmother, who helped raise him. 

What would he tell his late grandmother 
now, if he could? 

“Tell her that today, when you’re 
writing this letter, you’re going to get 
your first NCAA head coaching job. 
You’re going to get the opportunity to 
lead kids, and show them what Lute 
showed you. You’ ll get to look them in 
the eye and tell them the truth.

“Tell them that life isn’t a movie. Tell 
them that they’re going to mess up. Tell 
them that being a grown man isn’t 
something that happens to you, it’s 
something you work for every day.

“You’re the head coach of University of 
the Pacific.

“That’s some news that will really make 
her proud.”

—from Stoudamire’s  
“Letter to My Twelve-Year-Old Self” 

Stoudamire’s at a job  
that would make his grandmother proud 



19  University of the Pacific  |  Pacific.edu  |  Pacific Review Summer 2016

 

Selena Ho ’02 
The best three-point shooter in Tiger 

and Big West history, Ho was the Big 
West Freshman of the Year (1998–99), a 
four-time All-Big West selection and first 
team All-Big West her final two seasons. 
She led the Tigers to the Big West 
conference championship game for the 
2001–02 season.

Matt Smart ’03 
One of Pacific’s most decorated men’s 

swimmers, Smart was a four-year letter 
winner while earning All-America honors 
in 2000. He won a combined 18 individual 
and relay Big West titles during his career 
and was named 2003 Big West Men’s 
Swimmer of the Year. In 2002, Smart 
helped lead the men’s swimming team to 
the first of three Big West titles in four years. 

Shannon Catalano ’05 
The most decorated women’s swimmer 

in Pacific history, Catalano earned 13 All-
America awards and 25 individual and 
relay Big West titles. She was a two-time 
Big West Women’s Swimmer of the Year, 
in 2001 and 2003. Catalano represented 
the United States in the 50- and 100-
meter butterf ly in the 2004 University 
Games and took home the gold medal in 
the 50-meter butterfly.

Jennifer Joines-Tamas ’05 
Joines-Tamas was the only Tiger in 

Pacific history to be named a four-time 
All-American. She finished her Pacific 
career as the all-time leader in kills, kills 
per game, total attacks, attacks per game 
and hitting percentage. She was a four-
time first team All-Big West selection, 
2000 Freshman of the Year and the 2003 
Big West Conference Player of the Year. 
She was the third Pacif ic women’s 
volleyball player to represent the U.S. at 
the Olympic games. Joines-Tamas, who 
became Team USA captain, took home a 
silver medal from Beijing in 2008.

Jeff Russell ’94 (posthumous)
Russell was the heart and soul of the 

mid-1990s Tigers football team, leading 
Pacific’s defense as a defensive back. In 
1994, he earned first team All-Big West 
Conference honors, contributing to 
Pacific’s first winning season in 17 years. 
After college, Russell played for the 
Amsterdam Admirals of NFL Europe; the 
Los Angeles Extreme of the XFL; and the 
Nashville Kats, Memphis Pharaohs, San 
Jose Saber Cats and New York City 
Hawks of the AFL. He also coached for 
the AFL’s Detroit Fury and New Orleans 
VooDoo, and was a coach and general 
manager of the Utah Blaze. 

LeRoy Minatre
A founding member of the Pacif ic 

Athletic Fund, Minatre and his company, 
Mina-Tree Signs, have been loyal partners 
and donors. Mina-Tree Signs has created 
all of the signage and donor recognition 
plaques in the Alex G. Spanos Center 
since it opened in 1981. They have 
designed and built the Leadership Plaza 
and the wayfinding signs at Klein Family 
Field and installed new scoreboards at Bill 
Simoni Field for softball; at Knoles Field 
for soccer; and at the Raney Sand 
Volleyball Courts for beach volleyball. He 
was instrumental in developing PAF’s 
successful annual fundraising event, the 
Orange & Black Ball. 

2001–02 Swim Teams
Both the men’s and the women’s teams 

from the 2001–02 season took home Big 
West titles in 2002. For the men, the 
championship was the first of three Big 
West titles in four years that ended a 
23-year dynasty by UC Santa Barbara. 
For the women, it was their first-ever 
conference title, beginning a three-year 
reign at the top of the ultra-competitive 
conference. Head coach Ray Looze earned 
Big West Coach of the Year honors, while 
Filip Wronski ’03 and Sarah Marshall ’04 
each was named the Swimmer of the Year. 
Ranked as high as 19th in the nation, the 
women earned six All-America awards in 
2002 and sent five individuals and two 
relay teams to the NCAA championships.

Six Pacific athletes and two teams were inducted into the Pacific 
Athletics Hall of Fame during a ceremony in April in the Alex G. Spanos 
Center. With this class, the Pacific Athletics Hall of Fame has honored 
243 individual athletes and 28 teams during its 33-year history.

Hall of Fame 
Honors
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ATHLETICS

Outfielder Gio Brusa ’16 led the Tigers 
in bat ting average, 
on-base percentage, 
slugging percentage 
and RBI to wrap up his 
T iger career.  Days 
after his sixth-round 

draft pick by the Giants, the graduating 
senior was named to the American 
Baseball Coaches Association’s All-West 
Region first team. Brusa was drafted 
previously in 2012 by the Atlanta Braves 
and in 2015 by the St. Louis Cardinals, 
but chose to finish his college degree 
before pursuing a professional career. 

Pitcher Vince Arobio ’17, drafted by the 
Red Sox in the 27th 
round, led the Tigers in 
saves and t ied for 
third in the West Coast 
Conference for the 
2016 season.

Outfielder Danny Mayer ’17, drafted by 
the Twins in the 37th 
round, led the WCC in 
home runs with 15 and 
was second in slugging 
percentage en route to 
an All-WCC First Team 
selection.  

Tigers load the bases  
in MLB draft
Gio Brusa ’16, Vince Arobio ’17 and Danny Mayer ’17 
were drafted by the San Francisco Giants, Boston Red 
Sox and Minnesota Twins, respectively, in the 2016 
Major League Baseball Amateur Draft.

“The Giants are a great organization,  
and I’m excited to continue  
wearing black and orange.”

   —Gio Brusa 
in Stockton’s The Record 

Tennis Pros
Ace player and student—Sem Verbeek ’16 

Standout Tiger tennis player and team captain Sem Verbeek ’16 
wrapped up his stellar Pacific career with a host of accolades, 
including first team All-West Coast Conference and WCC 
Player of the year. In May, he received the Intercollegiate 
Tenni s  A s soc iat ion ( ITA) 2016 R a fae l  Osuna 
Sportsmanship Award, the ITA’s longest-running award 
for an outstanding player who demonstrates 
sportsmanship, character and academic achievement. 

Verbeek’s accolades also include the WCC Male 
Sportsmanship Award, the ITA 2015–16 Northwest 
Region Senior Player of the Year, Most Improved 
Player (Senior), and the Arthur Ashe Leadership and 
Sportsmanship Award. 

Verbeek, an Amsterdam native who graduated 
summa cum laude with a degree in health, exercise 
and sport sciences, also received the WCC 
Postgraduate Scholarship. He was active in 
community service and on-campus initiatives, 

represented the WCC at the National NCAA Student-
Athlete Advisory Council (SAAC), and served as a 

San Quentin Prison rehabilitation volunteer. Verbeek 
added to his achievements a f ter 
g raduat ion by w inning the Wij 

Makelaardij Iduna Open NRT in the 
Netherlands over the July 4 weekend.
Ace coach—Ryan Redondo

Men’s tennis head coach Ryan 
Redondo was named WCC Coach of 
the Year, having guided the Tigers to 
a 14–12 overall record this season, 
including a 6–3 WCC mark. The 
Tigers f inished in a three-way  
tie for third in the WCC, and 
earned the No. 4 seed in the  
West Coast Conference Tennis 
Championship. In two years in the West Coast 
Conference, Redondo’s Tigers have advanced to the 
semifinals of the WCC Championship in back-to-
back seasons.
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Prominent Stocktonian Doug Eberhardt ’59 
BUS, CEO and chairman of the Bank of Stockton, 
Pacific benefactor and member of the Board of 
Regents for 12 years, was awarded an honorary 
doctor of business administration.

The Class of 1966 was led by Class of 1950 
alumni Bob and Shirley (Awe) McConnell in the 
memorial rose walk. 

Sacramento
The McGeorge School of Law awarded 182 law degrees 
at its commencement on May 21 at the Sacramento 
Memorial Auditorium. Kevin Nagle, president and 
owner of investment firm The Nagle Co. Inc., part 
owner of the Sacramento Kings and majority owner of 
The Sacramento Republic FC soccer team, gave the 
Commencement address.

San Francisco
At the Orpheum Theatre in San 
Francisco on June 12, the Arthur 
A. Dugoni School of Dentistry 
conferred some 200 degrees in 
dental surgery, dental hygiene and 
orthodontics, and certificates of 
completion in advanced dental 
education specialties.

See a video of the May 14 Commencement ceremony and relive the proud moments  
as Pacific celebrates its newest Tigers: go.Pacific.edu/Commencement

The Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and  
Health Sciences conferred more than 360 

degrees in pharmacy, physical therapy, 
speech-language pathology, applied 

science and pharmaceutical and chemical 
sciences on Saturday, May 21. Georges 
C. Benjamin, executive director of the 

American Public Health Association,  
delivered the keynote address.
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“I am extremely proud of this outstanding class of Pacific graduates,  
a pride shared by our dedicated faculty,”  

said President Pamela A. Eibeck.  
“These students have worked hard and truly are prepared  

for success in their lives and careers.”

The university celebrated the 
accomplishments of more than  
2,000 graduates during the  
2016 Commencement ceremonies. 

Stockton
Acclaimed author Kate Moses ’84 COP 

and a founding editor of Salon gave the 
Commencement address on May 14 and 
was awarded an honorary doctor of fine 

arts. Her internationally acclaimed book, 
Wintering: A Novel of Sylvia Plath, has been 

published in 17 languages and earned her 
the 2003 Janet Heidinger Kafka Prize for 

fiction by an American woman.
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ON SCHEDULE

Faculty Mentor Awards 
Luncheon
Nov 13 

Honoring professors for their impact 
in the lives of students and 
alumni

PacificAlumni.org/Awards

Calendar.Pacific.edu

August
September 

Find out more at

O
ct

ob
er

Native American Pow wow
Sep 2–4

Celebrating Native American  
heritage and culture

Family Day at the Park
Sep 17

Educational activities  
and book fair 

Opening Convocation
Aug 27  

Welcoming new students with a  
Tiger Roar!

17th Annual  
Orange & Black Ball
Oct 27

Benefiting Pacific athletic scholarships  
and programs

November

An exciting and event-filled Pacific family weekend

Pacific.edu/Homecoming

Brubeck Festival
Oct 13–15

Featuring Carmen Bradford, Everette Harp, the Dan  
Brubeck Quartet and the Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet

BrubeckInstitute.org

“The Question of the Animal and Religion”
Oct 18

The Colliver Lecture with Aaron Gross, PhD

18th Annual Safe Trick-or-Treat
Oct 26

HOMECOMINGOCTOBER 14–16, 2016
Latino Heritage Month
Sep 15 – Oct 15

University-wide celebration  
of Latino heritage and culture

go.Pacific.edu/LatinoHeritageMonth



Were you married in Morris Chapel? 
Have special memories of Morris Chapel?

Help us celebrate the 75th anniversary of this iconic place that has played a role  
in the lives of so many from the Pacific and greater Stockton communities. 

Watch for more information about events to mark this milestone,  
and plan to join us April 21–23, 2017.

Your story is part of our story. 
Send your pictures and memories to morrischapel@pacific.edu 

and share on social media #morrischapel75

75th Anniversary
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TAKE OUR SURVEY!
We want your feedback on the Pacific Review  
go.Pacific.edu/ReviewSurvey

HOME
COMINGOCTOBER 14–16, 2016

Join the fun and games!

Register today 
Pacific.edu/Homecoming

or 866.575.7229

Everyone is invited to celebrate!
Women’s Volleyball vs. St. Mary’s

•

Taste of Pacific 
•

Food Truck Frenzy 
•

Brubeck Festival
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