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Dan Hammer ’07 COP, ’11 DEN 
The former men’s volleyball player  
is continuing to use his hands for  
good as an oral surgeon resident  
helping our wounded warriors

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

When the U.S. Department of 
Defense coordinates a diplomatic 
mission to perform life-altering 
medical treatments, people like 
Dan Hammer ’07, ’11 are on  
the team. 

Hammer recently returned from a 
trip to the Dominican Republic, 
where he conducted 60 cleft 
palate procedures in just two 
weeks and then spent his downtime 

educating local doctors on his techniques. The oral and 
maxillofacial surgeon resident is no stranger to using his talents 
for leadership and service. As a Wounded Warrior Project 
doctor and advocate, Hammer works to make a difference in 
the lives of soldiers who were injured while serving.

As a biology major in the College of the Pacific, Hammer played 
on the men’s volleyball team and served as head of the Pacific 
Student Athletic Council. He began college set on attending 
medical school, but after a few internships, he started to 
think differently. A professor suggested he shadow students at 
Pacific’s Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry, and Hammer took 
the advice, quickly finding a better fit. 

Armed with a degree from Dugoni, Hammer spent 10 months 
with the U.S. Marines as a dental officer, assisting with  

pre-deployment dental emergencies. He then moved to 
Bethesda, Maryland, to begin a four-year residency with the 
U.S. Navy at the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. 
There he started working with the Wounded Warrior Project and 
discovered his calling: performing facial and oral reconstruction 
for America’s heroes.

“It’s brought me the biggest challenges of my life, but I 
absolutely love my work,” Hammer said. “It makes you take 
time to be thankful for what you have and not take things for 
granted. You might get angry or frustrated during the day for 
something as small as not having your cell phone charged, but 
you think about what these people are going through, and you 
realize your small problems are not really that significant.”

Hammer also serves as president of the Resident Organization 
of the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons, 
a nonprofit association that serves about 1,200 oral medical 
specialists nationwide. 

After concluding his residency at Walter Reed, Hammer hopes to 
secure a fellowship in head and neck oncology, with an ultimate 
goal to improve techniques for treating wounded warriors. 

And if the Department of Defense calls again, he’s always ready 
to jump into service.

— Emily Olson ’15
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Voices of the AssociationGET CONNECTED

Greetings, Fellow Alumni and Friends
The most visible sign of the university’s vitality is the success and achievements of its alumni. 
Take a moment to read through the Class Notes in this issue, and be introduced to the 
exceptional University of the Pacific alumni whose accomplishments elevate our entire 
community. Here is a sampling of what makes me so proud to be an alumna: 

• Over the past three months, we held 14 alumni receptions in Mountain View, Sacramento, 
Costa Mesa, Moraga, Santa Clara, Chicago and Waikiki. More events are being planned 
during the coming year, so keep an eye out for email invitations in your area. Not 
receiving our emails? Send your address to pacificalumni@pacific.edu. 

• 224 alumni have volunteered to mentor students and network with other alumni 
through the Valor Connect app. Join the conversation by downloading the free Valor 
Connect app through the iTunes store, and access the University of the Pacific 
community using the access code “TIGERPOWER.”

• This October 14–16, we’ll host reunions for the classes of ’76, ’86, ’91, ’01 and ’06. 
Affinity groups celebrating reunions include Phi Delta Chi, Phi Delta Theta,  
Pi Kappa Alpha, Black Alumni Club and Rhizomia. Make plans now to be in Stockton 
for Homecoming. 

• We learned about and celebrated the accomplishments of four distinguished alumni 
and an outstanding family. In January, we honored Morrison C. England Jr. ’77 COP, 
’83 LAW; Connie (Xanttopulos) Rishwain ’79 COP, Ronald B. Robie ’67 LAW, the 
Chan Family and Paul Fairbrook. These Distinguished Alumni Awards recognize the 
significant contributions of our alumni to their alma mater, their profession and their 
community. It was a particular pleasure to be involved in the awarding of these recipients. 

This is just a small sampling of all that our community does. I thank each of you for your 
support, and look forward to reading your story in future issues! If you have news to share, 
or ideas for alumni events or activities, please send them to pacificalumni@pacific.edu.

Sincerely, 

Jennifer (Banks) Svihus ’87 COP
President, Pacific Alumni Association

Pacific Alumni Association 
Leadership at Its Best

Through alumni leadership,  
the members of the board 
provide support for the University, 
its students and it’s alumni.

2015–16 Pacific Alumni Association Officers
President: Jennifer (Banks) Svihus ’87 COP
President Elect: Janice Magdich ’79 COP, ’96 LAW
Immediate Past President: Franz Vaiarello ’74 COP
Vice President: Steve Covell ’71 BUS
Vice President: Adam Ellison ’08 COP
Vice President: Tim O’Neill ’78, ’91 COP
Vice President: Mary Pietanza ’86 BUS
Vice President: Mohammad Waqar Rizvi ’02 BUS
Vice President: Sarah Wells ’02 BUS

Board of Directors
Kim Austin ’90 COP
James Colins ’81 BUS
Ned Collins ’97 SIS
Ashton Datcher ’12 COP
Margaret (Peers) Frederickson ’66 PHS
Scott Gerbert ’90 COP
Shanti (Patching) Halter ’01 LAW
Allan Hardcastle ’77 COP, ’79 LAW
Carol Hirota ’77, ’79 COP
Matt Hoffman ’03 ENG
Venilde Jeronimo ’90 SIS

Elizabeth MacNab ’01, ’02 EDU
Dick McClure ’78 COP
Erin (Westfall) Mettler ’01 COP
Danna (Baldwin) Moreno ’74 ECC
Grant Reeder ’86 BUS
La Nor (Miller) Smith ’86 COP
Julian Torro Solis ’08 COP, ’10 EDU
Anne (Cover) Teutsch ’85 BUS
Max Vargas ’09 COP
Robert Webster ’59 BUS

Jennifer (Banks) Svihus 
’87 COP 
President,  
Pacific Alumni Association

New alumni relations coordinator
Christopher Ortega ’07 COP, ’10 EDU, is the new alumni relations 

coordinator. He will focus primarily on reunions. He was very involved 
as a Pacific Ambassador and resident assistant as a student and served 
as an interim coordinator of new student and family programs. Prior 
to his role in student life, Ortega served as the assistant director of 
orientation programs at USC for two years, and as a resident director 
at Loyola Marymount for three years.
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East Bay Club members collected new toys for needy 

children brought by fans to the Pacific men’s basketball game 
on Dec. 4. Powercat also got in on the action on Dec. 5 as the 
San Joaquin Club collected toys and coats for children at the 
New York Life offices of Phu Nguyen ’06 COP in Stockton.

The Half-Century Club heard about 
early-20th-century female explorers 
from author and former faculty member 
Durlynn Anema ’84 EDU. Ken Parsons 
’63 COP served as emcee for the group’s 
winter luncheon Dec. 9.

Venilde Jeronimo ’90 SIS and the South Bay Club 
steering committee hosted a holiday reception on Dec. 10 in 
Mountain View featuring authentic Portuguese cuisine and 
wine donated by Brad Loos ’86 BUS. The Sacramento Club 
steering committee met at Ten22 for an Italian meal and 
white elephant gift exchange on Dec. 10.

On Dec. 11, Tigers of all ages from 
the Sacramento Club got on board 
the Polar Express for a magical journey 
to the North Pole at the California State 
Railroad Museum. All the children 
received silver bells from Santa himself.

Pictured: Rob McCaffrey ’90 ENG, 
wife Victoria, daughter Brookelyn  
and son Robby.

Aloha Hawaii
Eberhardt School of Business Dean Lewis Gale joined alumni from 

the Hawaii Club on Feb. 28 at the Outrigger Canoe Club with 
stunning views of Waikiki Beach.
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Black History Month
The Black Alumni Club partnered with Pacific’s Black History Month 

Committee to host keynote speaker Nate Parker, acclaimed actor, writer 
and director, on Feb. 29. The distribution rights to his film Birth of a 
Nation were purchased by Fox Searchlight Pictures for a record-setting 
$17.5 million at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival.CIP mixer

More than 40 alumni of the Community Involvement Program met on Jan. 29 at the 
University Plaza Waterfront Hotel in downtown Stockton for a networking mixer.

The game’s afoot!
The Los Angeles Club alumni cheered on the Pacific Tigers in a 

thrilling win in overtime at Loyola Marymount University on Jan. 9. 
The East Bay Club and the Pacific Athletic Foundation co-hosted 

a pregame reception prior to the Tigers men’s basketball team against 
Saint Mary’s College in Moraga on Jan. 14.

More than 200 alumni gathered in Stockton for a pregame 
reception before the men’s basketball game against Gonzaga 
University on Jan. 23. Guests heard from the Pacific Pep Band and 
featured speakers including Head Coach Mike Burns.

The South Bay Club enjoyed a pregame reception and rooted 
for the men’s basketball team against Santa Clara University at the 
Leavey Center on Feb. 27.

Orange County Club relaunches
Alumni gathered to celebrate the relaunch of the 

Orange County Club on Jan. 8 at LCA Wine in 
Costa Mesa.
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Excited for Homecoming Weekend 
at Pacific? Your Pacific friends and 
faculty members can’t wait to see 
you again. Mark your calendar now 
for Oct. 14–16, 2016. You can see 
a preliminary schedule of events at 
PacificAlumni.org/Reunions. 

Rhizomia

Class of

1976
Phi 

Delta 
Chi

Black 
Alumni 

Club Pi 
Kappa 
Alpha

Class of

1986
Phi 

Delta 
Theta

Class of

1991

Class of

2001

Class of

2006

Save the Date  
for Your  

Reunion

Join the class of 1966 during  
Commencement Weekend to celebrate

your 50th Reunion
and Half-Century Club Induction

Register online now! PacificAlumni.org/50Year 
More information available online at  

PacificAlumni.org/Reunions or 866.575.7229

May 13–15, 2016

“The 50th Class Reunion for  
the Class of 1965  

was a wonderful way for me to 
reconnect with classmates and  

to appreciate the progress  
Pacific has made in the 50 years 

since we graduated.  
Diane and I enjoyed ourselves  

tremendously and had a great time.”  
—Douglas Pipes ’65

These three 50th Reunion classes  
have raised more than $50,000 each to enhance or establish  

their classes’ endowed scholarships  
and successfully qualified for the Powell Match

Congratulations
Classes of

196519641963



39  University of the Pacific  |  Pacific.edu  |  Pacific Review Spring 2016

Upcoming

2016 Trips

For more information:
Contact Kelli (Williams) Page ’87  

866.575.7229 (toll-free) 
kpage@pacific.edu

Oregon Shakespeare Festival  
July 28 – Aug. 3

Provence
Sept. 13–21

Holiday Markets  
(Moselle and Rhine rivers cruise)
Nov. 25 – Dec. 6

Italian Riviera
Oct. 1–9

He’s been a football player and coach, a major in the Army Judge Advocate General’s 
service, a state and federal judge, a university regent and philanthropist. Any of these 
achievements would be impressive, but Morrison C. England Jr. ’77, ’83 has done 
them all. 

With England’s nearly decade-long service on the university’s Board of Regents  
recently coming to a close, fellow Regent Noël Ferris and her husband, Parker White,  
decided to honor his years of hard work, service and love for Pacific by establishing the  
Morrison C. England Jr. Endowed Scholarship.

The England Scholarship will be given to students who show the same  
dedication to service, humanism and true love for Pacific as Judge England. 

Your gift to the Morrison C. England Jr. Endowed Scholarship will not  
only honor the judge’s legacy but be matched dollar for dollar  
by the Powell Match. 

Support the next generation of true Pacificans. 

Contact 209.946.2500 or visit go.Pacific.edu/EnglandScholarship

Supporting Pacificanstrue

The Morrison C. England Jr.  
                                    Endowed Scholarship 
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These awards recognize 
alumni whose outstanding 
achievements and services 
to humanity have brought 
credit to the university. The 
association also inducted a 
dedicated Pacifican as an  
honorary alumnus.

Morrison C. England Jr.  
’77 COP, ’83 LAW 
Medallion of Excellence 

The Honorable Morrison C. England Jr. 
is chief judge of the U.S. District Court of 
the Eastern District of California. He was 
elevated to the federal court in 2002 
following his nomination by President 
George W. Bush. A former Pacific football 
player, he had a tryout with the New York 
Jets and was an assistant college football 
coach while he was a law student. Prior to 
his nomination to the federal bench, 
England was a partner in a general practice 
law firm for 13 years and served on the 
Sacramento Municipal Court and the 
Sacramento Superior Court. From 1988 to 
2002, he served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 
holding the rank of major. England has 
been actively involved at Pacific over the 
years, including serving three terms on the 
Board of Regents.

Constance X. Rishwain ’79 COP 
Distinguished  
Professional Service Award 

Connie (Xanttopulos) Rishwain served 
as the president of UGG Australia from 
2002 to 2015. She led the brand’s growth 
from a niche surfer boot to an award-
winning, must-have lifestyle footwear 
brand sported by celebrities and featured 
on “Oprah’s Favorite Things.” She was also 
group president of Deckers Lifestyle 
Brands, a past president of the company’s 
Simple division and an executive officer of 
the publicly held Deckers Brands for over 
20 years. Rishwain has been elected to serve 
on the Pacific Board of Regents beginning 
July 2016. 

Ronald B. Robie ’67 LAW 
Distinguished Public Service Award 

The Honorable Ronald B. Robie is an 
associate justice of the California 3rd 
District Court of Appeal and the longest-
serving adjunct professor at the McGeorge 
School of Law, where he has taught water 
law courses and environmental law since 
1970. While a student in the 1960s, he 
dra f ted signi f icant leg is lat ion a s a 
consultant to the Assembly Committee on 
Water and later became the director of the 
state Department of Water Resources. 
Robie has served on the Court of Appeal 
since January 2002. Previously he was a 
judge on both the Superior and Municipal 
Courts of Sacramento County and was 
presiding judge of the Superior Court. 

Paul Fairbrook 
Honorary Alumni Award 

Paul Fairbrook came to Pacific in 1965 and 
directed food service operations for 19 years. 
Fairbrook took an innovative approach to 
food service, including introducing steak 
nights, enlisting international students to 
develop authentic meals from their countries 
and working with Hawaiian students to put 
on an authent ic luau. Through his 
consulting firm, he worked with the 1967 
World ’s Fa ir in Montrea l, the U.S. 
Department of Defense, and colleges and 
universities across the U.S. and abroad. He 
served four years as commissioner of the Port 
of Stockton, wrote several books and won 
numerous national food service awards. 
Since his retirement in 1985, he has continued 
to be active in the Pacific Emeriti Society.

The Chan Family 
Outstanding Family Award 

The Chan family, for whom the Chan 
Family Health Sciences Learning Center 
and Clinics and Chan Family Hall on the 
Stockton campus are named, have been 
generous benefactors of Pacific. Thomas J. 
Long School of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences 1977 graduates Drs. Tony and 
Virginia (Chang) Chan were the first of their 
family to attend Pacific. Since then, both of 
their children and 11 siblings, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and spouses of those 
family members have also become Pacific 
graduates. (See a complete list of Chan 
family alumni above.) The family now 
operates many private practice pharmacies 
in Southern California, serving several 
thousand patients each year. Their generosity 
as students, alumni, parents and regents has 
established scholarships and enhanced 
university facilities, student success and 
program offerings.

Distinguished Pacificans

On Jan. 30, the Pacific Alumni Association recognized 
four individuals and an outstanding family at the 2016 
Distinguished Alumni Awards ceremony and dinner. 

Honoring
Distinguished Alumni Award honorees (l. to r.)

Paul Fairbrook; Morrison C. England Jr. ’77 COP, ’83 LAW; Connie X. Rishwain 
’79 COP; Ronald B. Robie ’67 LAW; and Chan family members:  
Virginia Chan ’77 PHS; Tony Chan ’77 PHS; Bradley Igarashi; Jonathan Chan 
’09 PHS; Megan Chan ’13 PHS; Annie (Chan) Igarashi ’83 PHS; Stanley Chew ’77, 
’79 PHS; Elizabeth Chang ’12 PHS; Joy Chang (Yong) ’92 PHS

Not pictured: King “Jimmy” Law ’82 PHS; Lasie Yong ’88 PHS; Richard Yong 
’92 PHS; Doris Chew ’07 COP; Betty Chew ’11 COP; ’15 PHS




