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EVENTS:

COACH THOMASON — TO RETIRE
Pacific Head Men’s Basketball Coach Bob Thomason ’72, ’85, announced that he 
will retire after the 2012–13 season. Thomason will leave Pacific after a quarter  
century at his alma mater, leading the Tigers to an unprecedented NCAA  
Tournament run. Men’s basketball has made eight NCAA Tournament appearances 
and is the only Big West Conference team since 1993 to advance to the second 
round in consecutive seasons. With a win over former league rival Utah State in 
December, 2011, he became the Big West Conference’s all-time wins leader. He 
brings 414 career wins into the 2012–13 season at Pacific and an all-time league 
mark of 234 Big West league victories. 

He has led the Tigers to seven post-season appearances, including NCAA Tournament 
First Round victories in 2003–04 and 2004–05. It was the first and only time 

since 1993 that a Big West team won an NCAA Tournament game in 
consecutive years. The Tigers also advanced to the NCAA Tournament 
in 1996–97 and 2005–06. In 1997–98, Pacific won the regular season  
Big West crown and advanced to the first round of the National  
Invitation Tournament. Pacific advanced to the semi-final round of  

the CollegeInsider.com tournament in 2008–09 and to the  
championship game in 2009–10.

Thomason is a 5-time Big West Conference Coach of the Year; was 
named as a finalist for the CollegeInsider.com Jim Phelan National 
Coach of the Year award in 2004–05; and received USBWA District 
9 Coach of the Year honors. He was also named CollegeInsider.com 
Big West Conference Coach of the Year in 2009–10. 

“Bob has taken Pacific’s Basketball program to new heights and given 
us all wonderful memories,” said Vice President for External Affairs 
and Director of Intercollegiate Athletics Ted Leland. “He has been 
an ambassador for Pacific in the community and around the country  
since his first day on campus. We want to thank Bob for all that he 
has done for the University and we are looking forward to a great 
final year. We will miss him.”

ARTHUR A. DUGONI  
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY  
COMMENCEMENT
June 10 • 2pm
Masonic Auditorium, San Francisco

For details, visit Dental.Pacific.edu/Graduation.

SUMMER CLASSIC FILM FESTIVAL
Janet Leigh Theatre

• “RAIN”
 June 16 • 7 pm

(1932) Joan Crawford stars as a cheap  
party girl stranded in a South Seas hotel 
during a monsoon with a tyrannical  
evangelist determined to save her.

• “CHARADE”
 July 7 • 7 pm

(1963) Stars Cary Grant and Audrey Hepburn. 
A woman is pursued for the fortune her 
estranged, murdered husband supposedly 
stole.

• “YOUNG BILL HICKOK”
 July 21 • 7 pm

(1940) Roy Rogers stars as Wild Bill Hickok in 
this Old West outing set during the Civil War.

Tickets are free for students; staff, faculty and 
alumni are $3; and general admission is $5.

PACIFIC ALUMNI WEEKEND
June 22–24
Stockton Campus

Annual alumni reunion weekend.  
For a complete schedule of events,  
visit PacificAlumni.org/Reunions.

FIND OUT MORE AT  
CALENDAR.PACIFIC.EDU

PAW’12

WASC UPDATE
The WASC visit team has issued its Educational 
Effectiveness Review to the University and Pacific 
has made its response to WASC. All members 
of the University community are encouraged to 
review these important documents, which are 
posted on Provost’s website under Institutional 
Effectiveness. 

This completes the process of self-assessment, 
the WASC visit team report, and Pacific’s  
response. In June, the President and Provost 
will meet with the WASC commission, and 

WASC will issue its reaccreditation decision in 
July. Provost Pallavicini and David Hemenway, 
director of Educational Effectiveness, will meet 
with campus constituents in the fall to review 
the findings and discuss action plans. 

Provost Pallavicini wishes to thank Chair Brian 
Klunk and the members of the WASC Steering 
Committee for their leadership and dedication  
toward Pacific’s commitment to continual  
improvement in the quality of its academic  
programs and support services.

TAKE 5 JAZZ CONTINUES

Come in out of the heat and enjoy some great 
jazz music at the Take 5 Jazz Club. The Brubeck 
Institute continues its collaboration with Valley 
Brew Restaurant on the Miracle on Thursdays 
at 7 pm through July 26. Cover charge is $10 
for the general public and $5 for students.
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Nikki Armagost ’13, softball, was named to the 
National Fastpitch Coaches Association All-
America Third Team as a first baseman on May 
30. Armagost became the first Tiger since the 
2007 season to earn All-America honors and  
becomes the ninth Tiger in program history to 
be named to the prestigous team. She was also 
the first All-American in the Big West since 
2009. Earlier this month, Armagost was named 
Big West Offensive Player of the Year for the 
second strait year and First Team All-Pacific  
Region honoree. Teammate Nicole Matson ’12 
was named Defensive Player of the Year.

Jodi Baker and Peg Ciccolella, Health, Exercise 
and Sport Sciences, presented “Concussion  
Litigation versus the NFL and NCAA” at the 
Sports Law and Recreation Association annual 
conference in Greensboro, N.C. 

Jeffrey Becker, Political Science, was a panelist 
on “Religion in the Modern State” at the annual  
meeting of the Southwestern Social Science  
Association in San Diego, Calif. He also  
presented “The Pragmatism of William James 
and the Politics of Mutual Respect” at the 2012 
annual meeting of the Western Political Science 
Association in Portland, Ore., and “To Flatter 
and Obey: Representation and the Triumph of 
Personal Ambition” at the 2012 annual meeting 
of the Midwestern Political Science Association 
in Chicago, Ill.

Todd Davenport, Thomas J. Long School of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and Staci 
Stevens, Pacific Fatigue Laboratory, were members 
of an International Clinical Practice Guidelines  
Committee appointed by the International  
Association for Chronic Fatigue Syndrome/
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (IACFSME), which 
produced the online resource ME/CFS Primer 
for Clinicians. Stevens serves as vice-president 
of the IACFSME. Davenport also had his book,  
Diagnosis for Physical Therapists: A Symptom-
Based Approach, published by F.A. Davis. 

Cynthia Dobbs, English, presented “‘To Move 
without Moving’: Gender, House, and Home 
in Toni Morrison” at the American Literature  
Association conference in San Francisco.

Carole Dominguez, Business and Finance, co-
presented “Non-Profit Organizations and  
Unclaimed Property: The Tax that Tax Exempts 
Pay” at the Unclaimed Property Professionals 
Organization 2012 Conference in Orlando, Fla.

Hilary King ’12, Timothy Schell ’12, and Megan 
Chavez ’13 presented “Psychological Management 
of Catastrophic Management” at the Far West 
Athletic Trainers’ Association conference in San 
Diego, Calif.

Courtney Lehmann, English, led a seminar at the 
Shakespeare Association of America Conference 
in Seattle, Wash., on “Silenced Shakespeare 
Films.” She delivered two presentations at the 
World Shakespeare Congress in Prague, of which 
“Happily Never After? Women Filmmakers and 
the Tragedy of Macbeth” was selected among 
hundreds of entries to appear in the Conference 
Proceedings.

Monika Meler, Visual Arts, was awarded a 
residency at the Women’s Studio Workshop 
in New York and at the Cork Printmakers in  
Ireland. Meler served as a visiting artist at the 
Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design, where 
she taught a printmaking workshop and presented 
an artist lecture. She was also a visiting artist  
at Sam Houston State University, where she  
presented an artist lecture and exhibited art-
work. Her work was also exhibited in Twenty 
in Their Twenties at Womanmade Gallery in 
Chicago; Beyond Printmaking III at Texas Tech 
School of Art, where her work received the third 
place Juror Award; and The Impact Exhibition at 
Ohio State University. 

Eric Salmon, Arthur A. Dugoni School of 
Dentistry, was elected to the board of directors  
of the Consortium for Oral Health Research 
and Informatics, an international organization 
that works to standardize, optimize and share 
clinical data between dental schools. The group 
is among the most active dental informatics  
organizations in the world.

Vyacheslav Samoshin, Chemistry, gave a seminar 
on “Conformational switches based on trans-2-
aminocyclohexanol and piperidine” at the Moscow 
State Academy of Fine Chemical Technology in 
Russia, where he was recently awarded the title 
Honorary Professor by decision of the Academic 
Council. He also gave a report on the same topic 
at the All-Russian Conference on Advances in 
Synthesis and Complexation. The report was 
co-authored by Xin Guo, Thomas J. Long School 
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Nataliya M. 
Samoshina and Andreas H. Franz, Chemistry, Xin 
Liu ’13 and Yu Zheng ’13.

Chelsea Spier ’12 Engineering and Computer 
Science, received an award for Outstanding  
Student Presentation for displaying notable 
scientific innovation and significant insight 
through a clear and concise presentation at the 
2012 Ocean Sciences meeting in Utah. Her  
presentation was in the top 7% of all student 
presentations at the meeting.

Ryan Hill, Biology, had his article “Comparative 
population genetics of a mimicry locus among 
hybridizing Heliconius butterfly species” in  
Heredity. 

Balint Sztaray, Chemistry, had “Bonding in a 
borylene complex investigated by photoionization 
and dissociative photoionization” published as a 
cover article in Chemistry — a European Journal; 
“Thermochemistry of Halomethanes Based on 
iPEPICO Experiments and Quantum Chemical 
Computations” and “Dissociation dynamics of 
fluorinated ethene cations: from time bombs on 
a molecular level to double-regime dissociators” 
published in the Journal of Physical Chemistry;  
and “Metal–Carbonyl Bond Energies in  
Phosphine Analogue Complexes of Co(CO)3NO 
by Photoelectron Photoion Coincidence  
Spectroscopy” published in Organometallics. 

University of the Pacific received the CASE Gold 
Award for Communications and Marketing  
Programs in the category Crisis/Issues Man-
agement at the 2012 District VII conference in 
March. The award acknowledged the University’s  
preparation and response related to the 60  
Minutes coverage of the Jane Doe sexual assault 
case. Thanks go to everyone in the Office of 
Communications; Student Life; the Miller Law 
Group; Singer Associates; and the many faculty,  
staff and students who provided assistance 
throughout the process for their hard work and 
handling of the situation with sensitivity and 
discretion.

Students, staff and faculty members in the Ecological 
Engineering Research Program in the School of  
Engineering and Computer Science present research 
at the 8th National Water Quality Monitoring 
Conference in Portland, Ore.

William Stringfellow presented “Ranking Matrix 
to Prioritize Watersheds in a TMDL Context.” 

Chelsea Spier ’12 gave the oral presentation 
“An investigation of hydrocarbons sampling  
distribution in subsurface sediment and water 
samples after the 2010 deepwater horizon oil 
spill and the relationship between contamination  
in sediments and the water column” and  
presentd the poster “Developing a monitoring 
strategy for tracking environmental impacts of 
co-digested feedstocks in an anaerobic biomass 
energy project”.

Ashley Stubblefield ’11 presented the poster 
“Integration of routinely collected municipal 
monitoring data sets to supplement a regional 
dissolved oxygen total maximum daily load 
(TMDL) model.”



Gesine Gerhard, associate professor of History, has been appointed associate 
dean and director of General Education in the College of the Pacific. For 
more than five years, Gerhard has served as director of Gender Studies and  
has taught in Pacific Seminars and the General Education program in  
addition to history. She also was involved in the establishment of the  
Gender, Humanities and Ethnic Studies Center (GHES). Gerhard  
succeeds Lou Matz, who held the position for the past eight years and was 
recently appointed assistant provost for University-wide Programs.

Gregg Jongeward, associate professor and co-chair of Biological Sciences, 
has been appointed senior associate dean in the College of the Pacific. 
He served as acting senior associate dean in fall 2010 and has extensive  
experience managing the University’s largest department. He succeeds Edie 
Sparks, who has served in the position with great distinction for the past 
six years.
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NOTABLE CHANGES

Megan Thomson, head coach of women’s water 
polo, has announced her resignation effective 
August 15. Thomson leaves Pacific after six seasons 
and is Pacific’s all-time wins leader, leading the 
team to a Big West Conference regular season 
championship in 2010. 

STAFF HONORED FOR YEARS OF SERVICE
The annual Years of Service Luncheon sponsored by Human Resources on May 23 in the DeRosa 
University Center Ballroom recognized 115 employees celebrating incremental anniversaries of service 
to Pacific from five to 35 years. Attendees enjoyed a delicious lunch prepared by Bon Appetit and were 
treated to music by Conservatory professor Patrick Langham and his band.

The Cavanaugh Distinguished Service Award was presented to two staff members for their exceptional 
service to Pacific. The award, funded by Vice President for Business and Finance Patrick Cavanaugh 
and his wife Janita, recognizes staff members from the Stockton, Sacramento and San Francisco campuses  
for exceptional accomplishments, leadership, innovation and service to the University community. 
Stockton honorees for 2012 were Julie Deverill and Joanna Royce Davis.

Deverill works in Financial Reporting in Business and Finance. She was described by her colleagues as 
the glue that holds the department together, a reliable and competent worker who plans various activities 
in the department that ensure a high morale. Her high level of customer service and ever-present smile 
were examples of her exceptional service to Pacific.

Royce Davis is Dean of Students in the Division of Student Life and helped develop and teaches in the 
program in the Benerd School of Education leading to a Master of Arts in Educational Administration  
and Leadership with an Emphasis in Student Affairs. She is described as a hard working person who 
demonstrates outstanding performance in every area of her job description. She mentors staff and  
faculty even outside her direct area and consistently goes beyond her job to think creatively about how 
to make an engaging, inclusive, respectful community. 

In addition to a commemorative plaque, the Award includes a check for $500 and an A parking pass for 
the 2012–13 school year. Awards for staff on the San Francisco and Sacramento campuses are presented 
on those campuses at a different time.

Wendy Cornwall has been promoted from 
Administrative Assistant II to assistant director 
of Compliance in Athletics.

Bradley Davis has been promoted from assistant 
coach for women’s basketball to associate head 
coach.

President Pamela A. Eibeck, Dean Joanna Royce-Davis 
and Vice President Elizabeth Griego 

President Pamela A. Eibeck, Julie Deverill and  
Vice President Patrick Cavanaugh

Dan Shipp has announced 
his resignation as associate 
vice president for Student 
Life at Pacific to become 
the associate vice chancellor 
at University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. He assumes his 
new position on August 1. 
Shipp came to Pacific six years ago to oversee  
Pacific recreation and fitness, student leadership  
and involvement, and the interior design of the 
Don and Karen DeRosa University Center. 
Under his leadership, Pacific Recreation vastly 
increased participation and student clubs and 
organizations have doubled in number. New 
Student Orientation and Family Programs have 
expanded and the Ambassador Program was  
further developed, as well as a marketing and 
promotion strategy for campus events. He 
has overseen student leadership development  
programs, including M.O.V.E. and the One Word 
Project, which have brought Pacific national  
attention and national awards. Shipp has been 
committed to mentoring students and helping 
them develop research and experiential learning 
opportunities.



The Bulletin is published twice a month during 
the academic year. Editor: Sheri Grimes, 
Graphic Design: Kärri Johnson. The next 
issue will be published July 18. Submissions 
are due July 9. All Bulletin submissions are  
subject to review and may be edited for length 
and content. Every effort will be made to  
include submissions that are received on 
time, as space allows. Send submissions to:  
bulletin@pacific.edu or call 209.946.2311.

Office of Communications
3601 Pacific Avenue
Stockton, CA 95211

IN MEMORIAM

Paul Gross, chemistry professor emeritus, 
passed away May 21 in Columbia, South  
Carolina. As a trained synthetic peptide  
chemist, Gross was a post-doctoral research 
fellow at University of the Pacific from 1962  
to 1964 and part-time instructor of general 
chemistry at Pacific and San Joaquin Delta 
College in 1964. He joined Dr. Roger Jeanloz’s  
research group as a research associate at  
Massachusetts General Hospital from 1956 
to 1966 and studied the synthesis of amino 
sugars as bioactive compounds, a truly cutting-
edge research topic worldwide at that time. He 
returned to Pacific in 1967 and maintained a 
vigorous research program in his group until his 
retirement in 1999. He cared deeply about his 
students and often spent hours with them in  
discussing chemistry. 

CELEBRATE PACIFIC’S BIRTHDAY 
The Pacific Alumni Association invites members of the Pacific community and their families to join 
alumni and incoming students as they host two special events this summer honoring University of the 
Pacific’s 161st birthday. Pacific was chartered as California’s first institution of higher learning on July 
10, 1851. Don your Pacific gear and enjoy the fun.

“PACIFIC ALUMNI NIGHT WITH STOCKTON PORTS” 

Friday, July 13 • Cost is $22.50/person, including pre-game all-you-can eat BBQ, birthday cake and 
game ticket. 

“PACIFIC ALUMNI NIGHT WITH THE SACRAMENTO RIVERCATS” 

Friday, July 20 • Cost is $14/person, including game ticket and birthday cupcakes. Raley Field concessions 
will also have food specials: $1 Desserts and $1 hot dogs. 

For more information, contact Marshea Pratt at 209.946.2899 or mpratt@pacific.edu. Register for the 
Stockton event: PacificAlumni.org/Ports2012. Register for the Sacramento event go to: Pacificalumni.org/
Rivercats2012.

DEPARTMENTAL  
NAME CHANGES

The Department of Sport Sciences in College of 
the Pacific has been changed to Health, Exercise 
and Sport Sciences.

The Office of Marketing and University  

Communications has been changed to the Office 
of Communications.

WELCOME TO PACIFIC

Courtney Buljan is the new assistant director for 
New Student and Family Programs in Student Life. 

Robin Dionne is a new Administrative Assistant 
I in Thomas J Long School of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences.

Sherry Haley is a new Administrative Assistant II 
in the University Library.

Katie Ismael is the new Managing Editor in the 
Office of Communications.

Channy Phoung is a project support specialist in 
Assessment, Training and Technology.

Michael Wong is a new assistant swim coach 
Athletics.

Michael Wong has been named assistant coach of 
the Pacific Swimming program.


