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Reading by Third | A Call to Action
How important is it for a child to read proficiently by the end of third grade? 

“An alarming number of children—about 67 percent 
nationwide and more than 80 percent of those from 
low-income families—are not proficient readers by the  
end of third grade,” explains Ralph Smith, managing 
director of the national Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading. “If left unchecked, this problem will undermine 
efforts to end intergenerational poverty, close the 
achievement gap, and reduce high school dropout 
rates. Far fewer of the next generation will be prepared 
to succeed in a global economy, participate in higher 
education, or enter military and civilian service.”

In 2017, the National Civic League honored Stockton-
San Joaquin County with an All-America City Award 
for our collective efforts to ensure all students are 
strong readers by the end of third grade. We celebrate 
our success and the shared resolve that has contributed 
to the first increase in overall third-grade literacy our 
community has seen since University of the Pacific first 
published this report card five years ago.

We also recognize the hard work that still lies ahead of us. 
Third-grade reading proficiency in San Joaquin County  
continues to lag compared to the statewide average, 
and this year’s report card shows a troubling increase in 
truancy and stagnant preschool enrollment levels.

Yet there is also cause for optimism. This past 
September, 82 local schools took part in the Beyond 
Our Gates Every Day Counts Attendance Challenge, 
an annual event that encourages students and families 
to build good attendance habits. It’s positive that so 
many schools have made this a priority. In addition, 
through their support for Measure M, citizens have 
demonstrated that library services are top priorities. 
Already, Stockton libraries are seeing expanded hours 
and increased staffing.

The stakes are high and we believe San Joaquin County 
will continue to rise to the challenge.



Third Grade English Language Arts Proficiency
 Rate California Comparison Trend
 35.4%  	 s

Third-grade literacy improved by more than three percentage points in the third year of Common Core State  
Standards and computer-based testing. Despite the boost, San Joaquin County continues to lag behind statewide 

performance. California’s overall rate was 44 percent, an increase of 1 percentage point over 2016.
California Department of Education, 2017

Preschool Enrollment
 Rate California Comparison Trend
 40%  	 —
Preschool enrollment levels remain unchanged in San Joaquin County, with 4 in 10 local children of preschool age 

enrolled. The statewide average for preschool enrollment also remained unchanged at 49 percent.  
U.S. Census Bureau, 2015

New Mothers Without a High School Diploma
 Rate California Comparison Trend
 24%  	 s

There was a slight improvement (1 percentage point) over the last report card, although San Joaquin County  
continues to lag well behind the state average (18 percent). Reading ability and overall academic achievement are 

closely connected to the educational level of parents. 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2015

Truancy Rate
 Rate California Comparison Trend
 33%  	 t

This was a troubling change, with an increase of 9 percentage points in the truancy rate over the last report card, 
when San Joaquin County was 7 percentage points better than the state average (24 percent to 31).  

Poor attendance can have a big impact on reading ability in early grades. The statewide average was 28 percent.
Source: California Department of Education, 2015

Library Books Borrowed Per Capita
 Rate California Comparison Trend
 2.2  	 t

This category does not reflect well on San Joaquin County as the level is more than three times lower than the state 
average of 7.25. But there is reason for optimism with a library re-opening (Fair Oaks), more hours of library  

operation — including weekends — and the hiring of additional staff through Stockton’s Measure M.
California State Library, 2016
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Stockton-San Joaquin Public Library
209.937.8221  •  SSJCPL.org
One-on-one assistance for adults who need help learning to 
read; regular story times for children; special events, tutoring, 
book clubs and other programs at branches throughout the 
county. Expanded hours, including weekends. 

Lodi Public Library
209.333.5566  •  Library.Lodi.gov
Tutoring in math and reading for adults; book clubs, 
computer access, homework help and story hours.

Read to Me, Stockton!
209.933-7380  •  ReadToMeStockton.org
Children ages 0 to 5 can receive a free book delivered by mail 
each month. Program available in 95202, 95203, 95204, 
95205, 95206, 95207, 95210 and 95215 Zip codes.

Book Buddies
209.946-2677  •  go.Pacific.edu/BookBuddies
Children spend an hour reading with credential candidates 
from University of the Pacific’s Benerd School of Education.

Friends of the Stockton Library Book Store
209.476.9033  •  1724 W. Hammer Lane, Stockton
Low-cost used books, including a large children’s section. The 
store takes donations of books and sells them inexpensively, 
helping raise funds for local library services.

Summer Learning Guides
go.Pacific.edu/SummerLearning
Free and low-cost activities and resources to support literacy 
while school is out of session.

Books on Buses
209.943.1111  •  SanJoaquinRTD.com/Books
San Joaquin Regional Transit district provides children’s books 
for young riders and their families to enjoy while on the bus.

Rotary Read-in
Rotaryread-in.org
The annual event sponsored by Stockton Rotary Clubs 
emphasizes the importance of youth literacy and helps build 
school libraries throughout the community. Volunteers 
purchase new books and read to Pre-K through third grade 
classrooms throughout the community. The book they bring 
then is left with the school for its library. The next Read-in is 
on February 23, 2018.

The Write Place
343 E. Main Street, Stockton  •  Tuleburgpress@gmail.com
Tuleburg Press started The Write Place as a venue for writers 
and book lovers to create and interact. Classes are taught 
in writing, bookbinding, letterpress on vintage presses and 
much more. The facility was modeled after 826 Valencia in 
San Francisco and 916 Ink in Sacramento. Events such as 
book clubs or writing groups are welcome.

For information on how to support local literacy programs, visit go.Pacific.edu/SupportLiteracy. 
For further assistance, contact Mike Klocke (University of the Pacific): 209.946.3134 or mklocke@pacific.edu
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