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The	Coast	Redwoods	
that	grow	in	Big	Sur,	
California	belong	to	
the	tallest	tree	
species	on	earth.		
They	can	reach	over	
350	feet	in	height,	20	
feet	in	diameter,	and	
live	up	to	2000	years.	

planned.	What	has	endured,	however,	is	
their	desire	to	reach	high	levels	of	
performance	in	their	next	steps,	to	make	an	
important	contribuKon	to	the	world,	and	to	
conKnue	to	broaden	their	outlook	and	
experiences	in	life.			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
						
	
	

								What	else	will	last?		With	hope,	rich	
relaKonships	will	endure	within	this	cohort	
of	seniors	and	across	the	broader	Powell	
Scholar	community	of	students,	all	of	
whom	came	together	for	the	common	
purpose	of	finding	and	following	their	
passions.		

The	persistence	of	these	living	
monuments	despite	fire,	rain,	and	
drought	reminds	me	of	stability	and	
endurance	in	a	world	of	change.	The	
choice	of	Pfeiffer	Big	Sur	State	Park	as	
the	seOng	for	this	year’s	Powell	Scholar	
senior	capstone	retreat	turned	out	to	
be	ideal.		A	recurring	theme	in	the	
discussions	regarded	what	varies	and	
what	remains	the	same.	

							

							Once	the	system	has	been	pilot	
tested	at	the	Food	Bank	for	a	few	weeks,	
the	team	will	iterate	it	as	needed.		Then	
on	April	9,	the	Powell	Scholars	will	
unveil	Verdevis	to	students	in	the	
Calaveras	School	System,	who	intend	to	
use	it	as	an	educaKonal	tool	to	
complement	their	outdoor	gardens.		The	
Powell	Scholars	have	also	authored	a	
book	for	use	in	the	schools,	which	
addresses	sustainability,	renewable	
resources,	the	biology	behind	plant	
growth,	and	other	scienKfic	aspects	of	
the	system.		The	book	encourages	
readers	to	experiment	and	improve	the	
system	itself,	and	to	pursue	innovaKve	
soluKons	to	the	many	problems	faced	in	
the	world	today.		A	website	will	make	
others	beyond	these	iniKal	users	aware	
of	the	system	and	benefits	of	
microgreens.	Ideally	the	system	will	be	
used	more	widely	in	other	food	banks	
and	schools	in	the	future.			

						Last	thoughts	on	the	senior	retreat.		
What	impressed	me	most	was	the	
students’	recogniKon	that	we	are	all	
works	in	progress,	especially	when	it	
comes	to	being	leaders.		Over	our	
lifeKmes	and	in	different	environments,	
we	never	quite	master	leadership;	there	
is	always	something	to	learn.				

Hiking	Buzzard’s	Roost	Trail	in	Big	Sur		
~Photo	by	Shelley	Buford	

							This	year’s	seniors,	as	those	in	the	
past,	are	insighZul	about	themselves	
and	others.		What	has	changed	for	
them	since	freshman	year?		Experience	
in	a	variety	of	venues	has	helped	to	
refine	their	approaches	to	leadership.	
Most	have	made	progress	on	
overcoming	the	weaknesses	they	
idenKfied	three-plus	years	ago.		And	
some	anKcipate	that	their	future	paths	
may	veer	from	what	they	originally	

Lunch	on	Pfeiffer	Beach	
Top	row;	leH	to	right:	Dr.	Cynthia	Wagner	Weick,	Dr.	
Brian	Weick,	Celja	Uebel,	Ricky	Estrada,	ChrisNan	

Tudino,	Connor	Morales	
Bo6om	row;	leH	to	right:	Madelaine	Matej,	Siena	

Gerbert,	Cece	Salinas,	Shelley	Buford	

				
					The	Powell	Scholars’	major	project	this		
year	focuses	on	plant	life	at	the	other	end	
of	the	spectrum	of	size.	Microgreens	are	
small	and	highly	nutriKous	seedlings	of	
vegetable	species,	which	have	made	their	
way	into	many	high-end	restaurants.		When	
harvested,	they	are	only	an	inch	or	so	in	
height	and	a	week	old,	but	they	contain	
much	higher	concentraKons	of	nutrients	
than	their	mature	counterparts.		Thanks	to	
the	Powell	Scholars’	original	intensive	
growing	system,	named	Verdevis,	
microgreens	are	now	available	to	people	
who	visit	the	San	Andreas	Food	Bank	in	
Calaveras	County.		
	

Visit	to	the	San	Andreas	Food	Bank	
Top	row:	Sabrina	Grace	Boggs,	John	Livingstone,	

Courtney	Banh		
Bo6om	row:	Danielle	MacArt,	Sarah	Jenkins,	

Nasser	Saleh	



Pursuing	Their	Passions:	
Gradua6ng	Class	of	2015	

Adventures	Abroad	

Sam	Cos6gan	is	a	Design	Engineer	at	Essai	Inc.,	in	Fremont,	CA	
Lindsey	Cunningham	is	pursuing	a	Teaching	CredenKal	at	
University	of	the	Pacific,	in	Stockton,	CA	
Jus6n	Gibbs	is	pursuing	a	Masters	in	Engineering	Science	at	
University	of	the	Pacific,	in	Stockton,	CA	
Selena	Kaffer	is	pursuing	a	Masters	in	Engineering	Science	at	
University	of	the	Pacific,	in	Stockton,	CA	
Alison	Kobayashi	is	pursuing	a	Doctorate	in	Physical	Therapy	at	
University	of	the	Pacific,	in	Stockton,	CA	
Julian	Lacombe	is	pursuing	a	Teaching	CredenKal	with	a	focus	on	
Special	EducaKon	at	University	of	the	Pacific,	in	Stockton,	CA	
Paige	Law	is	pursuing	a	Masters	in	Music	Management,	at	New	
York	University,	in	New	York,	NY	
Katherine	Teague	is	pursuing	a	Masters	in	Earth	and	Space	
Science	at	University	of	Washington,	in	Sea)le,	WA	

Sarah	Lutz	
on	the	

Kepler	Trac
k	(above)	

Sarah	Lutz	studied	
abroad	in	New	
Zealand	in	Fall	of	

2015.	

Chris6an	
Tudino	studied	

abroad	in	
Jamaica	during	
Summer	of	

2015.	

Abel	Tasman	(above)	

Aimee	Mahoney	at	the	
Pont	du	Gard	aqueduct	

(above)	

La	Basilique	Notre	
Dame	de	Fourvière	

(leH)	

Aimee	
Mahoney	

studied	abroad	
in	the	French	

Riviera	in	Fall	of	
2015.	

ChrisNan	Tudino	
providing	music	

therapy	in	a	Jamaican	
infirmary	(above)	

Boston	Beach		(leH
)	



Student	Profiles	

Neriah	Howard	
Sophomore;	Business	Administra6on		
	
	

John	Livingstone	
Sophomore;	Business	Administra6on		

Madelaine	Matej	
Senior;	Music	Performance:	Voice		

Alyssa	Rodriguez	
Junior;	History		

Nasser	Saleh	
Sophomore;	Mechanical	Engineering		

Cecilia	Salinas	
Senior;	Music	Management		

	 													Stemming	from	her	passion	for	music,		
	 													Cece	was	seminal	to	the	creaKon	of		
	 													the	Pacific	Stocktones,	who	are	the		
	 													first	a	capella	group	at	University	of		
	 													the	Pacific.	While	serving	as	the		
	 													President	of	the	Pacific	Stocktones,		
	 													Cece	created	the	audiKon	process	for		
	 													members,	guided	the	group	in		
	 													recording	a	music	video,	performed	at		
	 													their	first	inter-collegiate	a	cappella	

fesKval,	and	recorded	two	songs	for	their	extended	play	(EP)	
album.		CeCe	studied	abroad	in	both	Boquete,	Panama	and	
Sydney,	Australia.	She	has	had	two	internships;	one	with	
Concord	Music	Group	in	2012,	and	one	with	the	Brubeck	
InsKtute	in	Fall,	2015.		

	 											Nasser	is	spearheading	the	San	Andreas	
	 											Microgreen	Project	and	has	been		
	 											involved	in	designing	and	creaKng	the		
	 											system.	He	also	wrote	two	of	the		
	 											chapters	in	the	educaKonal	book	that		
	 											will	accompany	the	project.	Beginning		
	 											Spring	of	2016,	Nasser	will	be		
	 											undertaking	research	with	Professor		
	 											JuEun	Lee	on	forces	and	heat		
	 											associated	with	bone	drilling.			He	

works	as	a	supervisor	for	San	Joaquin	County	Behavioral	
Health	Services	to	provide	young	adults	with	drug-free	
acKviKes	and	community	service	opportuniKes.	Nasser	also	
volunteers	at	his	local	church	every	week,	helping	with	
fundraising	events	and	renovaKons.		

	 													Alyssa	is	Treasurer	of	Phi	Alpha	Theta,		
	 																which	is	a	NaKonal	History	Honors	Society.		
	 													She	is	also	a	member	of	the	Honors		
	 													SocieKes	Delta	Epsilon	Iota	and	Phi		
	 													Kappa	Phi.	WriKng	is	her	passion.	Four		
	 													of	Alyssa’s	novels	and	two	short			
	 													stories	are	available	on	amazon.com.			
	 													She	presented	a	paper	Ktled	“CIA:		
	 													Secrecy	and	Methodology	of	the		
	 													Central	Intelligence	Agency,	

1960-1975”	at	the	Phi	Alpha	Theta	regional	conference	at	CSU	
Stanislaus	in	April,	2015.	Alyssa	is	also	currently	working	for	
the	History	Department	as	their	student	representaKve.		

	 												Madelaine	is	a	talented	opera	vocalist.			
	 												She	has	performed	leading	roles	in		
	 												Pacific’s	opera	and	theater	producKons,		
	 												and	has	also	performed	regionally	and		
	 												overseas.	She	experienced	language		
	 												immersion	and	private	music	study	in		
	 												Assisi,	Italy.	Madelaine	completed	an		
	 												original	research	project	on	the	role	of			
	 												Eurydice	in	a	sample	of	79	operas,	and		
	 												performed	the	results	at	a	lecture-

recital	in	2015.	She	was	awarded	the	AvanK	Award	for	her	
research,	which	will	enable	her	to	perform	the	lecture-recital	
throughout	the	country	in	2016.		She	also	parKcipated	in	the	
Powell	Scholars	project	in	Dimen,	China	and	is	a	co-author	of	
the	resulKng	arKcle	in	the	Honors	in	PracNce	journal.			

	 												John	serves	as	a	Senior	Associate	for		
	 												Micro-loans	for	Stockton	Impact	Corps,		
	 												and	will	represent	Pacific	at	the	Clinton		
	 												Global	IniKaKve	University	Conference		
	 												in	Spring,	2016.	He	is	a	member	of	the		
	 												ExecuKve	Board	for	the	Council	of		
	 												Social		Entrepreneurship.	He	is	also	on		
	 												the	San	Andreas	Microgreen	Project		
	 											team,	and	assisted	in	designing	and		
	 											creaKng	the	system.	John	contributed	

one	of	the	chapters	of	the	book	associated	with	the	system.		
John	currently	works	for	University	of	the	Pacific’s	Center	for	
Community	Involvement	as	a	student	tutor	for	business	law	
and	financial	accounKng.	

	 													Since	freshman	year,	Neriah	has	been		
	 													an	intern	with	Pacific’s	Center	for		
	 													Business	and	Policy	Research,	where		
	 													she	helps	analyze	economic	trends	in		
	 													the	region.	She	is	Assistant	Student		
	 													Director	of	the	Heyborne	Leadership		
	 													Academy,	is		training	to	become	a		
	 													Student	Advisor,	and	has	been	a	Tiger		
	 													Dancer	since	Freshman	year.	Neriah	is		
	 													a	member	of	Delta	Gamma,	where	

she	serves	as	the	Director	of	Scholarship	and	Director	of	
Funds.	She	is	Secretary	of	the	Black	Student	Union,	and	in	her	
spare	Kme,	she	volunteers	at	her	church	and	Atria	Bayside	
Landing	Senior	Home.		



Powell	Scholars		
Applying	Their	Exper6se:			

NewsleVer	designed	and	authored	by	Alison	Kobayashi	
	 	a_kobayashi1@u.pacific.edu	

As	Freshmen	in	2011,	Powell	Scholars	Sam	CosKgan	(ME,	
2015)	and	Michael	Feliz	(CE,	2014)	envisioned	an	invenKon		
they	called	Happy	Touch.		During	their	Kme	as	Powell	
Scholars,	they	began	designing	and		
creaKng	a	prototype	of	a	mulK-user	
table	top	computer	system,	which		
would		someday	be	available	for	all		
of	the	Powell	Scholars	to	use.			
Visuals	were	provided	through	a		
video	projector,	mirror,	and	parKally	
opaque	glass.	The	touch	input	was		
captured	using	a	webcam	and		
infrared	lasers.	A	rough	prototype		
produced	in	2012	was	successfully		
able	to	detect	touch	and	run		
simple	programs.		

In	2014,	Sam	and	Michael	
passed	the	Happy	Touch	
project	to	fellow	Powell	
Scholar	Connor	Morales,		
who	is	refining	the	original	
prototype.		A	double	degree	
student	in	Computer	
Engineering	and	Electrical	
Engineering,	Connor	is	
making	the	system	more	

user-friendly.		He	is	adding	a	commercial	touch	screen	overlay	
and	a	High-DefiniKon	projector	that	supports	up	to	32	
simultaneous	inputs,	which	will	allow	a	large	number	of	Powell	
Scholars	to	use	the	Happy	Touch	at	once.	Connor	plans	to	write	
custom	sooware	that	is	designed	specifically	for	use	on	the	
Happy	Touch,	which	can	later	be	released	under	an	open-
source	license.	

The	final	product	is	projected	
to	be	completed	in	Spring,	
2016.		The	system	will	include	
a	graphing	calculator,	Sudoku,	
and	other	mulKplayer	games.	
Due	to	the	musical	capabiliKes	
and	interests	of	many	of	the	
Powell	Scholars,	Connor	also	
hopes	to	add	a	music	
composiKon	system	
(complete	with	external	LED	
lighKng),	which	will	allow	
users	to	collaborate.		

Sam	CosNgan	designing	the	outer	
structure	of	the	Happy	Touch		

(above)		

Michael	Feliz	working	on	
the	Happy	Touch	prototype	

(above)	

Connor	Morales	updaNng	the	
Happy	Touch	system	

	Save	the	Dates!		

Photo	by	Gary	Leonard	

The	Happy	Touch	
	A	Tour	of	Singularity	University	on	

February	15,	2016		

An	Evening	with	LA	Philharmonic	
Violinist	Vijay	Gupta	on		

November	3,	2016	

Vijay	Gupta	

Violinist	Vijay	Gupta	
joined	the	world	
renowned	LA	
Philharmonic	Orchestra		
in	2007,	when	he	was	19	
years	old.		He	also	
founded	and	serves	as	
ArKsKc	Director	for	
Street	Symphony,	a	non-
profit	organizaKon	
dedicated	to	bringing	
free,	live	music	to	people	
who	are		homeless	or	
incarcerated.	Gupta	is	a	
TED	Speaker,	and	a	TED	
Senior	Fellow.	


